Daniel: Countering Culture
Daniel 5—God’s Graffiti 

Intro: Ever heard the phrase “the writings on the wall”? Usually it means the end of something. In sports its usually the title of the headline when a star player is traded away fixing some team problem, or the end of the dynasty of a team. (The writing’s on the wall for Ryan day… if he loss to Michigan again) It means impending doom. You ever wondered where that phrase came from? Well it’s actually in the Bible and it’s a pretty crazy awesome story. By the way my names Jason, I’m the youth pastor, I’m filling in for Harald, He’s on vacation, He’ll be back next week to teach the Connect Class so you’ll get to hear from me again. If you want to know what were all about at Gracepointe you should come to the connect class, Pastor Harald goes through what we believe as a church, our mission and philosophy as a church and He’ll cover how you can get involved and what that looks like and He’ll answer any questions you may have. So if you ahven’t let me encourage you to sign up. You can attend the 9am service and then during the 10:30 we’ll have CC. If you have kids they are welcome to be in GraceKids at both services as well. 

So we’ve been doing this series in Daniel: Countering Culture, cause Daniel lived differently than the culture around Him and as Christians we are called to do the same thing. If you have missed any messages you can find them at Ohiograce.com/messages. Last week we saw Neb, go through that crazy time of not being on the throne and God humbling Him and this week we are going to jump ahead in the story and see another moment of God making Himself known through Daniel. 


Outline: 

Context: 
· 1st Theme: God is Sovereign (Slide 2-3  ) 
· 2nd Theme: How to live for God in a hostile culture  (Slide  4-5)

Belshazzar? Who is this guy? 
· Many authors cite Daniel 5 as having historic inconsistencies. Nabonidus (The mad king) was often viewed as the last King of Babylon. We often have to wait for man’s knowledge to catch up with the Bible. 
· Daniel five occurs about 70 years after the events of Daniel 1 (605BC). We are know at around 539BC when the Gentile kingdoms were moving from Babylon’s rule to the rule of the Medo-Persians. (all of this was prophesied with the statue.) Currently the city of Babylon is under siege (some say for as many as four months by Cyrus and the Medo-person army.) Some commentators date this chapter at more than 20 years after the end of Daniel 4. Historians up until 1853 used Daniel 5 to prove the Bible isn’t accurate. Why? Because Nabonidus was the last king of Babylon (reigned 556-539 BC) In 1853 archaeologists discovered a clay cylinder (Slide 6-7) called the Nabonidus Cylinder. This cylinder helps us understand that Belshazzar was what we would consider a co-regent. (meaning they ruled together) The cylinder said this, “The King (Nabonidus) was in Tema; the kings son (Belshazzar), courtiers and army were in Babylonia.” Nabonidus spend most of his reign, some reports of 14-17 years in Tema, in the middle of Arabia. So he wanted to keep his power in Babylon so he appointed his son as co regent. We’ll see some more proof of this later in the text as well. 

I. The Party (1-4) (Slides  8-12) 
· Belshazzar believed that no one could touch him. He was gong to party. It’s reported that Babylon had enough grain to feed them for 20 years and the Euphrates River provided a reliable water supply by having the river run under the walls. Greek historian Herodotus praised Babylon. He says the walls were over 56 miles long, 320 feet high and over 80 feet thick. No one is getting in. 
· 1000 nobles—This was a crazy party, extravagant parties weren’t’ unpopular back then. Alex the great had over 10k guests at his wedding. So 1k wouldn’t be that big. 
· Drinking the wine—some translate this “under the influence of the wine” Belshazzar isn’t worried about the army outside, all he is worried about is throwing the best party ever! While he’s buzzed he gives an order to do something that doesn’t seem like a big deal at first glance, but it is. He says get the gold and silver vessels that Neb, had gotten from the Jewish temple. Belshazzars goal was to demonstrate the superiority of his own “god” over the God of the Hebrews. He wanted to mock the one true God, saying we conquered you, we are better than you, no one can stop Babylon (similar to what Neb said before He was humbled). If we remember back to Daniel 1:2 we remember that God GAVE Neb those vessels. 

App: God is not mocked. Galatians 6:6 tells us that God is not mocked, whatever a man sows he will reap—literally this verse is talking about someone turning their nose up at God. Whatever your actions are, you are going to have consequences for. If you turn your nose up at God chose to ignore him, worse yet, choose to mock Him, there are consequences to that an Belshazzar is going to find that out in a big way. 

· And His concubines—I don’t want to deep dive into this, but I want to understand the wickedness happening at this party. It was just a drunken mess, Belshazzar brought his wives and concubines and they weren’t there as party guests, they were there for the purpose of sexual immorality, this party was essentially an orgy. 
· The vessels were brought in, they were stored for close to 70 years, we don’t see Neb using them. 
· They drank… and praised their gods… not only did they use God’s vessels, but they used them in the worship of idols. God had patience with these people, this wasn’t a one time thing where they weren’t following God, remember Neb? God has been trying to get their attention. But they aren’t getting it. Not only were they ignorant in not just obeying and worshipping God, but the king was so confident in Babylon’s defenses that he decided to challenge God. God is going to demonstrate His sovereignty. 

II. The writing on the wall (5-9) (Slides  13-18) 
· Suddenly… a hand… a hand comes out to write on the wall. Just the hand. What would that look like? (Slides 19-20) 
· It was written on the plaster (possibly where they would display info about their victories and conquests) and it was opposite of the lamp, so it was in the brightest part of the room. No missing what was happening here. 
· face pale, joints slack: he turned pale and his knees were knocking. He was so scared he couldn’t stand. 
· Wise men: he calls all the wise men, just like earlier on. And none of them could interpret it. None of them could read it, probably more than likely they knew the words but couldn’t understand the meaning. Evidently Daniel is not serving in this advisory role anymore and Belshazzar doesn’t even know who He is. 
Transition: The king grew even paler, and now no one can figure out what this writing says when someone steps in to help. 

III. The Queen’s Advice (10-12) (Slides 21-24) 
· This queen is not Belshazzar’s wife but probably either the surviving wife of Nebuchadnezzar or the wife of Nabonidus. Either way she was old enough to have knowledge of Daniel. 
· Spirit of the gods—She didn’t fully get it, but she knew that there was something different about Daniel. Essentially she knew that Daniel was wise, He could solve problems and get the job done. What’s your reputation with unbelievers? 

IV. The offer to Daniel (13-16) (Slides 25-30) 
· One of the exiles… condescending… clearly doesn’t know that Daniel was once the chief governor. 
· He had heard about what Daniel had accomplished before, and Daniel was His last resort. Often times we may not know our true influence in someone’s life until a crisis comes. 
· Belshazzar explains his dilemma. No one could answer what the writing on the wall meant. He offers Daniel a reward if He can explain what it means. He offers Him a position, third in the kingdom. (He couldn’t give second because He was second, remember that whole co ruler thing) 

V. The Rebuke of the King (17-23) (Slides  31-39) 
· But Daniel first gave Belshazzar a short, but not so sweet sermon. Daniel is acting differently than when He went before Neb, why? Belshazzar had that very night insulted the God of heaven in the most daring manner, and Daniel as God’s messenger, let Bel know He was wrong. 
· Daniel shows courage here, perhaps some men would’ve been excited about the reward, some men would have been nervous to be that bold in front of a King who could have them killed, Daniel just decided to do what was right in God’s eyes no matter who was in charge. 
· Where does Daniels power/skill come from? God. The most high God. The God who was Sovereign and gave Neb, Bel and the Babylonians the great Kingdom they had and the very same God who controlled the Medo-Persians who were about to take it away.  
· Daniel mentions Neb and how the throne was taken away and Belshazzar has the same problem here with pride. While Neb was brought to humbleness and we see Him acknowledge God, Bel who knew what had happened to Neb, still didn’t think it important to be humble and serve God. You should have known better! Learn from your past! 
App: The challenge to Belshazzer was that He should be using His time, energy, effort and voice to worship and serve God, but instead He had used it to elevate himself and to ridicule God. What are you doing with what God has given you? 
VI. The Interpretation (24-28) (Slides 40-45)
· The handwriting was from God. Each word stands for a short sentence. They were unites of measurement. It was written in the language of the people, they should have understood the meaning but to them it just looked like weights, measurements and monetary amounts. What does it mean. 
· God had Belshazzar’s number and it fell short
· God weighed Belshazzar and he came up light
· God would therefore divide Belshazzar’s kingdom to the Medes and the Persians. 
· Belshazzar was weighed in the balance of God and found lacking. Basked on all the blessings that God had given Him. He had misused them. 
· Daniel says not that his kingdom will be divided but that it already has been. 

App: Belshazzar had a lot and He didn’t use it for God. How about you? If God weighed or measured our lives, what would the outcome be? 

VII. The Consequences (29-31) (Slides 46-49)
· To me it’s sad. You would hope it would be Belshazzar repented, Bel served God, Bel praised God. But instead he tried to still show honor to Daniel, even though Daniel told Him  earlier not to. Daniel being able to interpret the writing had nothing to do with Daniel and everything to do with the God that Daniel served. 
· Daniel was now the number 3 in the Kingdom, a post he held for a few hours as the Kingdom fell that night. Rewards in this world are temporary. The Bible tells us to “store up treasures in heaven” We should be working for heavenly rewards and not earthly rewards. Daniel was focused on serving God. He wasn’t focused on what He could get out of it, but rather what he could put into His relationship with God. 
· That same night Belshazzar was killed. God’s justice and judgment were quick. 
· Greek historian Herodotus tells us that they way they invaded was they diverted the water flow so they could go under the wall so the city. The Babylonians were celebrating at the time as the army marched through the wall in the shallow riverbed and took them by surprise. They never saw it coming… but they should have, because God said is was going to happen. Darius becomes King at the age of 62, Darius is likely a co ruler/sub king under Cyrus the Persian.  and you’ll have to come back next week to find out what happens to Daniel, and it’s gonna be good. 

Transition to Takeaways: Daniel 5 is a challenging passage. It shows God’s Sovereignty over kingdoms and Kings, His power, His justice, His desire for us to serve Him and only Him. It’s not meant to scare us or make us feel discouraged, but at the same time it sort of is. It should help us have a more stable faith in God, it should help us better understand God and how great and strong He is, and it should help us live correctly. As we wrap this message up, I want us to look back at our two themes of Daniel and see what we can takeaway from this passage that will help us in our own lives. 

Takeaways: 

· 1st Theme: God is Sovereign (Slide 50)
1. How are you using the things God has given you to worship Him? 
· The Israelites had these vessels in their temple used for their worship of God. God has given you and me things to help us worship Him. Some of these are different for each of us. God in His Sovereignty has chosen some of us to do different things, some of us He has given certain talents, some of us He has given more money to use and be generous with, some of us He has given more time that He wants you to us for Him. How are you using those things for Him? 
· Look at Romans 12: 1-2: (Slides 51-53) In this passage Paul is talking about what God has given us and what our response should be to that, Daniel’s whole life was about knowing God and making God known, and as He made God known to the rulers and those around Him, we see some who acknowledged God (Neb although we don’t know if He truly knew Him) and we see other Kings (Bel) ignoring and mocking God. Daniel’s job was to make God known, but it’s individuals job to know God. Daniel’s main focus in His interactions with those in this passage was making sure they understood who God was and how they weren’t living for Him. I say this because I want you to get this. I want us to understand the importance of God’s Sovereignty in our lives. I want us to understand why it’s so important to serve God with our lives, and I want you to understand what I mean by this. Paul says I urge or I beg you to get this. It was a gracious response, not calling down fire and death if you don’t (although we serve a powerful God who can operate like that) So please here this, hear what I’m about to say. I want you to serve God with your life. If you’re here and you feel guilty, ashamed, bad, anything negative about what I’m talking about here, I want you to understand that is NOT my intention, but my intention is that you understand the importance of this. 
· Paul says we are to present our bodies as a sacrifice to God. Our bodies include not just our physical bodies but our minds, our spirit, our emotions. God wants your life to be focused on serving Him. God wants all of us. Why? Well because of what He did for us. Because of the mercy and Grace that he gave us. Dying on the cross for our sins, giving us spiritual life, restoring our relationship with God, and making us a masterpiece designed to do good works for Him, giving us a purpose and a life worth living. Paul says our response should be to use everything God has given us to worship Him. You might say well, I can’t sing so I can’t worship God. Great neither can I. God didn’t give me the gift to play music. What did He give you though? How can you use your skills for Him? Do you make friends easily? Can you strike up conversations and invite people to hear the gospel? Can you use your money to support the church, to help a family in need and let it open a door to share the gospel, to help a student attend camp/Kalahari, to help a neighbor, etc? Maybe you have time. How are you using your time? Can you give up watching a football game to help a neighbor with a project and maybe share the gospel. Can you wake up a bit earlier and help teach Kids to know love and serve God in GraceKids. Can you meet someone for dinner/coffee and help them learn how to study the Bible? What about your possessions can you use them to help further God’s Kingdom? 
· The point Paul is making here is that living life God’s way is worship. Singing is a way to worship, playing in the band, serving in Kids ministry, reading the Bible, sharing the gospel, talking in the lobby. They can all be worship, but so can helping that person out in your life, buying a co worker lunch and talking with them, choosing to lead your home well, choosing to give up something you like to do something that someone else likes. There’s a lot of chances for us to worship, many are inside the walls of this builing and many like it, and don’t get me wrong, I want you to serve in Gkids, Fuse, music, impact team, because I think it’s important and our church is reaching people for Christ and helping people draw closer to Christ and I’m passionate about that, but this worship happens outside these walls as well. It should happen at your workplace, in your home, at the store. I want you to know my heart in this. I’m not saying all this because I selfishly want our church to grow, or to make you feel bad, or put you down. I say this because I’m passionate about us all (everyone here) being as close to God as we can be and impacting the community around us for him. This verse is a challenge to me to step it up and use what I’ve been given to worship God, not in a hey feel bad about it, but hey there’s a whole bunch of people who need Jesus, who cares what happened Tuesday night, let’s go make sure people know that God loves them and wants a relationship with them. 
· Maybe like me you think that there’s room for improvement in your life in this area. How? Well. We have to be renewing our mind. That means the old things are getting pushed out because new things get put in. How? Reading God’s word, hearing God’s word, and it’s not necessarily a quick thing. It takes a constant flow of good to replace all the bad. 
· If you get nothing else from this, know that God is in control and He is working in your life, and He has given you specific gifts, talents, things, and abilities through which to worship Him and He wants us to do it. 

· 2nd Theme: How to live for God in a hostile culture
1. Be known for how you serve God (Slide 54) 
· Daniel was forgotten about by the King. Perhaps he heard of Him, but He wasn’t calling Him. Daniel wasn’t in that position of power anymore. But the queen remembered Daniel as someone who had exceptional power. Someone who got things done. Who got dreams answered. She remembered what Daniel did for Neb. She evidently didn’t fully know and understand where the power came from, but she saw what he could do. 
· Do those in your life know that you serve God? I’m not just talking about church here either! Do your kids see you read your Bible at home? Students do your friends know that you serve God? Not go to church. Do they see you reading your Bible, praying, sharing the gospel. Do your neighbors see your car gone on Sunday morning and assume you are going to a church to worship God or do they have no idea. Do your co workers know? Does anyone know. 
· I’m not even just asking if you have told people but can they tell without you telling them? How’s that possible? Well you can know a lot about a person by how they act. You can know a lot about a person based on their social media, how they treat people. Our actions show a lot of things. You may know I’m a Michigan fan if you scroll my facebook, or look at the Michigan 2024 National champions shirt that I’m wearing. I can scroll facebook and know the pollical opinions of a lot of my friends, but can others tell you serve God from it? 
· 'By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
· Jesus said that. How we treat each other should show who we serve. Daniel lived under several different Kings. Neb, Nabonidus, (3 more not mentioned and possibly several other co rulers) and Belshazzar, and next week you’ll see one more added to the list. You don’t see Daniel worrying about who is going to rule next, what you do see if people knowing that Daniel served God no matter what. 
· You may be happy or sad about the election result and state of our country. The good news is, regardless of what happens with our countries leadership, we can be happy to know that God is in control and our job doesn’t change. We’re still supposed to worship Him and serve Him. Let’s devote our lives to doing that. It should encourage us to know that we don’t have to worry about things around us, God’s got it. Let Him take care of things, and just serve and worship Him. 
