DANIEL: Countering Culture
Daniel Takes a Stand, Daniel 1:1-21
Weekend of 10/12-13/24

THANK NFF people- if community outreach is an area of interest let us know; we’re always looking to hand off ministry to those who have passion and ability.  

T/F Our culture hostile toward God/His desire for how we should live life.
1. Whether it’s LIFE in the womb or later stages of life- God says CHOOSE life, culture chooses death. You hate women if you don’t support abortion.
2. Or GENDER- God created male/female, culture says there’s as many as the mind can come up with. While gov’t/courts/parents are allowing kids to mutilate themselves causing more mental health issues we who believe what God says are called haters.    
I could go on but we all know that whatever God says about how life should be lived/what’s right, wrong, culture twists it, distorts it, and ends up destroying it because humans left to themselves are in conflict with God.

Turn to DANIEL 1, pg 881 where we meet Daniel/3 friends, who have been forcibly taken from Jerusalem. Here’s the kicker… they’re only 13-14 years old. Kids who have lost their families, homes, nation, religious center and marched 1500 miles through a desert to a culture far worse than ours. Without any accountability, any direction/advice from their parents they’re thrown into a world where whatever they could want would be theirs. They were going to be put into the service of the king- servanthood but in the palace! Can you even imagine the emotions going through these kids? Can you put yourself in their sandals? What would you do if you had anything you wanted at your disposal?   

Daniel/3 friends were experiencing the consequences of 326 years of disobedience by their ancestors. That doesn’t seem fair, and most would have been angry at God, even given up on Him since He couldn’t defend them from their enemies. But that’s not what these 4, 13-14 year olds, did and we can learn from them. There are 2 main THEMES that show up throughout the Book of Daniel and we’re going to use them as a guide in this series as we learn to COUNTER what CULTURE is throwing at us. 

THEMES IN DANIEL- What’s God teaching us? 
1st. God is sovereign
· He’s infinitely wise, powerful, and working His eternal plan.
· His eternal plan- salvation of mankind from our sin, putting all things in Jesus’ control. 
1. OT is God setting the stage for God the Son, the Messiah He promised in the OT prophets, to come to earth- Jesus. Daniel prophesies about the Messiah in Daniel 2, 7, 9
2. NT is now that Jesus came He works through us to bring the message of salvation to others.
3. MAKE NO MISTAKE- THIS IS GOD’S PLAN, if you’ve placed your faith in Jesus this is what He’s working out in/through our lives, to not understand this will bring frustration into your life. You’ll not understand why things are happening in your life and because of that you’ll respond incorrectly.

· Sovereignty- God’s ability to work His eternal plan through the decisions of people. We have free will to choose what we want to do but God is so wise/powerful that He can still work His eternal plan through our decisions. 

2nd. How to live for God in a hostile culture Let’s jump into the 1st chapter and start learning. Daniel 1:1–21 

I. GOD IS SOVEREIGN, Daniel 1:1-2  
A. God Is Sovereign over All Nations
1. God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to defeat Jehoiakim. Neb’s choice, but God using it for His purposes.
2. This was God’s promised discipline for Israel rejecting God.
a. Exodus 19, 840+ years before Daniel- God freed Israel from Egypt, offered to be their God, they said yes.
b. As their God He gave them a promise.
1) Obey Him He’d provide them with what they needed to remain obedient.
2) Disobey and He’d let them suffer the consequences of their choices, so they’d return to Him.
3) If they still didn’t return to Him He’d allow the other nations, who they kept wanting to imitate, to defeat them and take them into captivity until they chose to return to Him.

3. Daniel/friends were experiencing the consequences of Judah’s 326 years of disobedience.
a. They could have been angry at God. 
b. They could have taken the opportunity of being away from family to live the Babylonian lifestyle to its fullest, no one was watching and everyone else was encouraging it.
c. Instead, they chose to TAKE A STAND to live life God’s way and do it right away.

B. God Is Sovereign over People
1. God granted Daniel favor in the heart of commander of the officials, 1:9.
a. The commander didn’t worship God, but God can still work in his heart. 
b. God worked in the guy, to the point that he was willing to risk his life for Daniel/friends.
c. That had to be so encouraging to those guys! But notice the order of this.

2. This came after Daniel MADE UP HIS MIND to take a stand for God, 1:8.
a. Daniel/friends had to TAKE A STEP OF FAITH and then God did what He promised.
b. What God promised to Israel He promised to the individuals who made up Israel.  

II. HOW TO LIVE FOR GOD IN A HOSTILE CULTURE, Daniel 1:3-21
A. They Chose to Take a Stand for God BEFORE It Was Necessary
1. This was NOT a spur of the moment decision.
2. Daniel “made up his mind”- no doubt on the 1500 mi. walk they talked and said they were going to be faithful to God.
3. Daniel came up with a plan before they were chosen- 10 days of vegetables/water then compare us with the others. OTHER JEWISH KIDS WHO WEREN’T TAKING A STAND BTW.

B. They Chose to Be Loyal to God Over Loyalty to the King
1. God’s law no doubt forbid them from eating most if not all of the king’s food.
2. They went over/above God’s law- just vegetables/water.
3. They were putting their lives on the line. 
4. They trusted that God would provide.

C. They Wanted Everyone to Know It Was God at Work
1. They apparently stuck to their commitment for 3 years.
2. God made them wiser/more capable than all the other advisors.

TAKEAWAYS
1. God’s sovereign over the United States/election.
· Believers are commanded to pray for those in authority.
· Believers are responsible to vote with biblical principles.
· No matter what happens God will work His eternal plans.

2. Choose to take your stand for God BEFORE it’s necessary.
· You know the daily pressures you face.
· Make a plan to face those pressures.
· Trust God to provide once you take your step of faith.

3. Parents/Gparents train your children to follow God.
· Your kids will follow your lead for good or bad, Proverbs 22:6 
· Daniel’s parents must have followed, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
· There’s always time to start training.
· God will provide once you take a step of faith.
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