
LUKE: Investigating the Real Jesus
A Disciple’s Job Description, Luke 14:25-33
Weekend of 5/11-12/24

HAPPY MOM’S DAY- celebrate your mom for giving you life so you could know the God who created you. Celebrate being a mom who gets to point your children to Jesus and determine to be the kind of mom God wants you to be because your kids need that. Remember they are a gift from God to you, not yours to possess, but given to you to train up to impact their world for Jesus. SUNDAY- I LOVE OUR CHURCH! We have some men already serving in GraceKids but today it’s all men so we can give a break to the ladies. 

I ALSO LOVE THIS- 5 indicated salvation last weekend & 2 more this past week/25 YTD! It’s so good to know that God is in their life, promising to provide/protect them in this life as they live for Him/His purposes and bring them to heaven one day when they die. These who have made this decision have become what Jesus calls- HIS DISCIPLES. They’ve entered into a relationship with Him through faith, where God has forgiven their sin, adopted them into His family and guaranteed that by placing God the Holy Spirit in their life for this life/heaven. 

TODAY: Turn to Luke 14, pg. 1042. As we’ve spent time with Jesus it’s like He’s been giving us a JOB DESCRIPTION for disciples- what’s expected of us if we’d take the job. We get JDs don’t we? 

SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBILITIES- In 1-24 a Pharisee, in an attempt to set Jesus up/find a reason to get Rome to put Jesus on the cross, invited Jesus to his house in order to “watch Him closely”. Jesus knows what’s up, attends anyways and uses the dinner to let the religious class in this town what are some of the RESPONSIBILITIES of a disciple. He’s using what’s going on at the dinner to contrast what they’re doing with how His disciples respond to life. 
1. 14:1-6 Disciples obey God, not man’s religious additions- Jesus calls these “traditions”; He’s taught this several times already but each time it’s to a new group of religious leaders.
2. 14:7-11 Disciples Are Humble, Put Others First
3. 14:12-14 Disciples Do Good to Those Unable to Repay

TRANSITIONAL VERSE: Luke 14:15 then after one of the guests say, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God (heaven)!” i.e. “This is going to be great when all of us religious people can do this in heaven.” Jesus tells another parable teaching that those who enter heaven WILL be blessed, but only those who accept the invitation will be around that table- DISCIPLES. 

4. 14:16-24 Disciples Have Accepted God’s Invitation to Heaven

TODAY- Sometime after the dinner Jesus continues to Jerusalem followed by another large crowd. Once again He challenges them to evaluate the expectations He has for His DISCIPLES before they make this LIFE-CHANGING commitment. In these verses He’s giving us the ATTITUDES needed to be successful in accomplishing the responsibilities. Let’s see what kind of ATTITUDES a disciple of Jesus needs to have. Why don’t we sit here in my office/go over the attitudes necessary for successfully accomplishing a disciple’s responsibilities and you EVALUATE whether you want to follow Jesus/how you’re doing in following Him. The first ATTITUDE is that a disciple must “hate those they love including themselves”. What?! This has to be a mistranslation- Jesus can’t mean we’re to hate those we love including ourselves! You’re right He doesn’t so let’s see what He’s NOT saying and then look at what He IS saying.  

A DISCIPLE’S JOB DESCRIPTION

I. DISCIPLES HATE THOSE THEY LOVE INCLUDING THEMSELVES
A. What Jesus Is NOT Saying- He’s not saying literally hate others or ourselves; we’re commanded to love God and love others- obey God, meet the needs of others no matter how painful it is to us. 

B. What Jesus IS Saying
1. Jewish figure of speech- “shame-honor” figure of speech
2. So obedient to Jesus it appears we don’t care about other people’s feelings, advice.
3. We don’t take their advice if it’s different from Jesus’ teaching.
4. We don’t respond to life like they do if it’s different from Jesus’ teaching.
5. Makes it appear to them that we don’t care about them or that we’re now holier than them and they feel judged when we’re just trying to do life God’s way.

II. DISCIPLES CARRY THEIR OWN CROSS
A. What Jesus Is NOT Saying- Not referring to our daily responsibilities/challenges- health, work, projects around the house, paying bills, etc. Some say “We all have a cross to bear”, that’s not what Jesus is saying.

B. What Jesus IS Saying  
1. The cross refers to the painful death of a person. 
2. The pain associated with dying to self and living for God, Galatians 2:20
a. Pain from others not supporting us/being upset with us.
b. Pain from saying “No!” to what we think/want and obeying God.

III. DISCIPLES GIVE UP THEIR POSSESSIONS
A. What Jesus Is NOT Saying- To sell off or give away all that you have.  
B. What Jesus IS Saying 
1. Give up- apotasso; renounce, give up interest in
2. We realize all we have comes from God- it’s not ours but we’re to manage it for His purposes.
3. We worship Jesus, not what He’s given us.
a. Too often possessions possess us/influence our decisions.
b. Don’t trust in stuff, trust in the One who gave you your stuff.
c. Use what He’s given to you to build His kingdom, not yours.

IV. GOD’S PROMISE & PURPOSE FOR HIS DISCIPLES
A. Promise- God Will Meet Your Needs, Luke 12:29-31
1. God knows your emotional, physical, relational, and spiritual needs.
2. God promises to meet those needs if you’ll trust Him/do life His way.
3. You’ll never know if He’ll meet your needs if you don’t demonstrate faith and obey Him.

B. Purpose- To draw others to Jesus for salvation, Luke 18:28-30
1. Jesus’ pain on the cross for you got your attention, drew you to Him for salvation.
2. Our pain in doing life God’s way will draw others to Him for salvation. 
3. Our short time of pain on earth could bring another an eternity of peace in heaven.

TAKEAWAYS
1. Are you ready to commit to being a disciple of Jesus? If so, have a conversation with God right now and tell Him these things; you’ll be “hired” on the spot.
· Confess your sin- admit you’ve been doing life your way, the wrong way and ask God to forgive you.
· Repent of your sin- commit to turn from your way to God’s way.
· Commit your life- tell Him you believe that Jesus died for you.
If you make that decision then let me know, or email/call me. 

2. Disciple, how would God evaluate your performance?   
· Take today as an opportunity to recommit yourself to do life God’s way.
· Let God work in/through your pain to draw others to Him.
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