LUKE: Investigating the Real Jesus
Jesus Responds to the Unexpected, Luke 7:1-35
Weekend of 2/10-11/24

I. AN UNEXPECTED REQUEST, Luke 7:1-10   
A. A Centurion Asks Jesus for Help.   
1. 1st Gentile to reach out to Jesus in Luke.
2. He seems to be a man who feared God.   
3. His concern is consistent with one who followed God, Luke 6.
4. Add to that…He asked Jewish leaders, his enemies, to reach out to Jesus for him.
 

B. The Centurion Highly Regarded His Slave
1. Slaves were just property/a thing; very unusual for him to care about a slave to this extent.
2. Roman writer Varro- “the only difference between a slave, an animal, and a cart was that the slave talked.” (Agriculture, 1.17)  

C. The Jewish Leaders in His Town Thought Highly of the Centurion
1. They said he loved the nation of Israel.
2. He helped Rome’s enemy- sacrificed his personal money to build them a synagogue.

D. He Was Humble  
1. He was a Roman soldier and Jesus was just a Jewish teacher. Even so…
2. He didn’t think he was worthy to have Jesus in his home.

E. He Had Faith in Jesus 
1. He believed Jesus could heal with just a word.
2. Jesus said the centurion had greater faith than anyone in Israel.

SUMMARIZE Luke 7:11-17 JESUS GOES TO NAIN, Luke 7:11-17 Luke tells Slide 18 us that after that Jesus headed down to Nain, southeast of Nazareth and while there He raised the only son of a widow from the dead. Eyewitnesses told Luke that Jesus had compassion on the widow knowing she’d be all alone and walked up to the stretcher as they headed to the cemetery and told the son to rise, and he did. People were blown away by this! It’s one thing to heal people but now Jesus has given life back to a dead person!! As you’d guess it didn’t take long for this to get around the region including to those who followed John the Baptist, remember John? he’s sitting in prison, and they reported to him what Jesus was doing. Look how John responds. READ Luke 7:19-23 Slide 19-24 “Are you the Messiah?” Is John really asking that question? It does seem like an UNEXPECTED QUESTION, but let’s not give him too much grief.

II. AN UNEXPECTED QUESTION, Luke 7:18-35 
A. John Questions If Jesus Is the Messiah, Luke 7:18-23   
1. John believed Jesus was coming to bring judgement- he said so in Luke 3:16-17
2. Like all OT prophets, John didn’t understand that there would be 2 “comings” of Jesus- 1st time for salvation and 2nd time for judgment, Revelation 19.
3. Also, John’s mission was to announce Jesus, so he may have wondered why Jesus left him in prison, Luke 3:19-20

B. Jesus Lets His Actions Speak Louder Than Words
1. Jesus does a flurry of miracles in front of John’s disciples, v. 21-23
2. He’s doing the miracles of the Messiah, Isaiah 61:1-2a (Luke 4:18.  
3. The greatest proof was that Jesus was bringing the Gospel to the poor.
a. “poor”- spiritually poor; those in spiritual need which is everyone. THINK ABOUT THIS
b. sharing the Gospel is the 1st proof of the Messiah- it’s a proof of His deity just like His miracles.
c. People are overly focused on miracles; they want to see/do miracles, the greatest miracle is a person going from spiritually dead to spiritually alive..

C. Jesus Gives a Promise- 7:23 “Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.”
1. Blessed- markarios; free from daily cares/worries knowing their life is in God’s hands.
2. Offense- skandalizo; top put a snare in the way; offend the moral sense, cause to stumble.
3. To fail to believe Jesus is who He shows Himself to be is to take offense at Jesus.
4. John, his disciples, those who saw Jesus, and we today would be free of worry/concern if we believe Him to be the Messiah/Savior.

III. AN UNEXPECTED STATEMENT, Luke 7:24-30
A. John Is the Greatest, But the “Least” Is Greater  
1. John’s the greatest OT prophet- the last to announce the coming Messiah, the only one to see the fulfillment of all the OT prophecies, but he was killed before Jesus died on the cross/rose again.
2. The least in the kingdom of God is greater.
a. “kingdom of God”- those who place their faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sin are made citizens of God’s kingdom.
b. John pointed forward to Jesus and could only give the people ½ the message- “repent”- prepare your hearts for the One who will come to bring salvation.
c. Now that Jesus has come the “least”, us today, give the complete message- “repent and be saved through faith in Jesus' work on the cross.”

B. Jesus Announces the End to the Old System/Contract of Sacrifice
1. Salvation is still by faith in what God says about how one’s sins are forgiven.
2. OT system provided for a year-to-year forgiveness of sins through the sacrifice of animals.
3. NT system secures eternal forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus, God the Son, on the cross- as man He’s our substitute, as God His forgiveness is complete and eternal.

IV. AN EXPECTED RESPONSE, Luke 7:31-35
A. Most Will Reject Jesus 
1. The flute/dancing illustrated Jesus’ method of bringing the message- eating and drinking with sinners.
2. The funeral song illustrated John’s method of fasting, not eating bread/drinking wine.
3. POINT: No matter the method of delivery, if people don’t like the message, they will reject it.

B. Some Will Show Wisdom and Believe Jesus
1. “Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”
2. Those who show wisdom and receive Jesus’ message will be shown to be right through the changes in their lives.   
3. The Gospel message when truly received always brings change.

YOU TAKEAWAY
1. Centurion- Are you feeling helpless? Humble yourself and turn to Jesus to meet your need. 1st turn to Him for your salvation if you haven’t already done that/relationship 1st, needs met 2nd.

2. John- Are you confused by what Jesus is doing? Get into God’s Word and get clarity on how Jesus works in your life.

3.  “least”- Are you struggling with your worth? The one who shares the Gospel is considered greatest in God’s kingdom. 

As Jesus said most will reject Him/His mission, but for we who’ve received Him we have the privilege to know Him well and make Him known. 
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