LUKE: Investigating the Real Jesus
When Jesus Says You Have To, Luke 5:1-39
Weekend of 1/27-28/2024

WE I don’t know if you do this but when people tell me I have to do/try/watch this or that I tend to not do the thing I HAVE to do. I'll make that decision for myself. What about when Jesus tells us we HAVE to do something? Husbands have to…wives have to…parents, kids, employees, relationships with others… Turn to Luke 5, pg. 1025, and let’s see what we can learn about WHY and HOW we should obey Jesus when He tells us we HAVE to do something.   As you’re turning there let me get you caught up. 

GETTING CAUGHT UP
1. Luke 5:1- 17:10 Jesus is teaching/doing miracles around the Sea of Galilee. Why there?  
2. He’s fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy (9:2) 
a. Messiah would bring spiritual light/understanding to this region.
b. People should have connected the dots- what Jesus was doing = what the Messiah would do.
c. Sadly, the majority in Israel failed to connect the dots.

OK, let’s get into what God has for us this morning. Jesus is on the shore of the Sea of Galilee or as Luke calls it the Lake of Gennesaret and there’s so many people that He’s being pushed into the water. READ Luke 5:1-11

GOD
I. THE CALL OF PETER, JAMES, & JOHN, Luke 5:1-11
INTERESTING SIDE NOTE: The guys left their businesses, what would their families do? Neat how Jesus made sure they were set financially with all this fish and had time to adjust to their absence. Let’s keep going, right after saying “you’ll catch men” Jesus goes on to “catch” several men who were in different life circumstances. READ Luke 5:12-16   

II. THE MAN WITH LEPROSY, Luke 5:12-16 
SIDE NOTE: See what Jesus did when His workload/pressure increased? He didn’t go for some “Me time” He went for “We time”- He got with God because God would clarify what was priority/what wasn’t. We should follow His example. And we’re moving… Sometime later Jesus was teaching in someone’s home and Jewish religious leaders, who had heard about Jesus, showed up to investigate. While He was teaching, stuff started falling on people’s heads. When Jesus looked up there was a paralyzed guy being lowered down from the roof right in front of Jesus. The house was packed so his friends made a skylight! READ Luke 5:20-26   

III. THE PARALYZED MAN & RELIGIOUS LEADERS, Luke 5:17-26 
What was the easier thing for Jesus to do? To say “You’re forgiven” is easy- no one can see whether God forgave the man or not. To say “Get up and walk” is harder because they can see whether the guy is healed or not. So, Jesus proved He could forgive His sins by making it possible for the man to walk. As you might guess that didn’t go over well and it shows as we continue reading. READ Luke 5:27-32  

IV. CALLING OF LEVI, Luke 5:27-32 
Jesus continues to frustrate the religious leaders by eating with these sinful people. They’re shocked! Doesn’t He know He’s making Himself unclean/sinful before God by even being in their presence? That’s what the Pharisees taught. Wouldn’t He rather be with them, the ones who are, at least in their own minds, right with God? Nope! Jesus came to save those who knew they were not right with God, who knew they needed a Savior, not those who arrogantly thought they’ve made themselves right with God through their self-made religious activity. SIDE NOTE: People use this event to say we should accept everyone’s lifestyle- Jesus welcomed sinners. Jesus offers to forgive all sinners and then says once forgiven you HAVE to show it through repentance- leave your sin and live as He commands for His purposes.  

OK moving on…the meal was possibly held on one of the many self-imposed fast days, and since they had Jesus’ attention, they thought they’d throw out another problem they had with Him/His disciples- Jesus’ disciples didn’t fast/pray like their followers and even John the Baptist’s followers did. Jesus takes the opportunity to explain that the old way of doing things, especially their man-made religion called Judaism, was over- something NEW HAS COME. Look what He says READ Luke 5:34-39   Let me sum up what Jesus is saying. 1st of all why they’re not fasting like the others.

V. PARABLE- NEW WINE NEEDS NEW WINESKINS, Luke 5:33-39
A. Not Fasting
1. Fasting is for the purpose of redirecting one’s heart/focus on God, seeking Him, to the point that you don’t even eat for a period of time.
2. The OT Law only required one fast a year- Day of Atonement.
3. Pharisees- if 1 fast made you right with God, multiple would make you really right with Him.
4. Pharisees’ law- mandatory to fast every Monday/Thursday, that’s legalism, doing things to earn God’s acceptance, especially things man has made up.
5. Jesus- unnecessary to fast to be with God, God is/I am with you.  
With Jesus living among them everything has changed, everything is NEW which is His point with the parable. He gives 2 ILLUSTRATIONS to teach this lesson. 1st is NEW cloth on old cloth.

B. Illustration #1- New Cloth/Old Cloth
1. New cloth doesn’t match the old cloth, they don’t look alike.
2. New cloth will shrink when washed and tear from the old.
3. Jesus is the new cloth/OT religious system is the old cloth.
4. Jesus doesn’t look like OT religious system, nor can He be attached to it.

C. Illustration #2- New Wine in Old Wineskin
1. New wine is Jesus/old wine is OT religious system.
2. New wine ferments, expands and bursts the old, dry wineskin.
3. Jesus can’t be mixed with OT system, Judaism, or any religious or personal belief system.
4. It’s something new- it’s Jesus, a relationship with God, not a system.

D. His Point- The OT religious system would no longer be useful.
1. The sacrifice of animals brought the forgiveness of sins for the year, repeated every year
2. A teaching tool pointing to the permanent sacrifice- Jesus.
3. With Jesus the new/better/permanent way has come.
4. 1st cent. Judaism was always ineffective due to their man-made additions to the OT system.
Then Jesus makes one final statement, more of a prediction than a statement. 

E. Jesus’ Prediction- No one wants the new wine, the old is good enough.
1. Jesus knew the hearts of the religious leaders.
2. They preferred the old wine/old system.
3. Sadly, all those who prefer religious systems will reject the new- a relationship with God.
As we close, out of all things we could TAKEAWAY I just want to focus on 2 that we should do if we’re struggling with any of Jesus’ “have to’s”. The first is… 

YOU TAKEAWAYS  
1. Jesus sees below the surface; He sees/knows what you don’t.
a. Peter thought Jesus’ command was illogical, an idea from someone who wasn’t an experienced fisherman- Peter was and knew better.
b. Jesus knew what Peter didn’t- where the fish were or if there were no fish Jesus could create them.
c. But Peter demonstrated faith and obeyed, and God provided more than he could have imagined.
d. God knows what you don’t, obey Him and watch Him provide.
Because of that you can be confident to leave everything and follow Jesus.

2. Leave everything and follow Jesus.
a. Jesus/religion systems don’t mix- they don’t mix for salvation or in living life His way; it’s faith in Jesus and Jesus alone. But this next one is true, too…
b. Jesus/your belief system doesn’t mix- what you think about salvation or how to live life, don’t mix with what Jesus says about salvation or living life; it’s faith in Jesus and Jesus alone.
c. 2 Corinthians 5:17 God made you into a new creation.
d. 1 Corinthians 2:16 we’ve been given the mind of Christ.
e. And with the Word of Christ, we leave our way and live His way.
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