LUKE: Investigating the Real Jesus
Jesus’ Example of How to Reject Temptation, Luke 4:1-13
Weekend of 1/13-14/24

WE   Way to make it out on a cold, blustery day! Grab your Bible, device, Bible in the seat- pg. 1023 turn to Luke 4 as we continue to investigate the REAL Jesus. Hopefully you’re reading through the Gospel of Luke. Last we left John and Jesus- end of chapter 3...  
1. John was arrested by Herod for publicly condemning his affair/marriage to Herod’s SIL.
2. Sometime before that John baptized Jesus. 
a. The Holy Spirit came down on Jesus- eyewitnesses said it was like a dove would land on the ground.
b. Then God confirmed His approval and said, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.

3. Why would Jesus get baptized? He didn’t have any sin from which to repent.
a. John’s baptism- public announcement of a person’s desire for God’s forgiveness/seen by living life God's way.
b. Jesus was 100% man, but as 100% God He was sinless, no sin nature, no need for forgiveness.
c. Our example- God commanded people to be baptized so He obeyed to show His commitment to God.  
d. Our example- the Holy Spirit came upon Him to show that He would rely on His power to accomplish God’s will.
JESUS, as a human, is our REPRESENTATIVE before God, and He’s our EXAMPLE for how we’re to live life as God commands- we obey God by listening to Jesus’ word, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Luke 4 contains another event where Jesus is our EXAMPLE. This time on how we are to reject temptation to disobey God. Who here would like to have the ability/plan to defeat the temptation to sin ? I hope that’s all of us. Let’s pick things up in v.1. Jesus is beyond “Get Me a Snickers” hungry- He’s tired, His body, mind, emotions are all feeling the effects of not having food. I don’t know about you, but I have some questions here.

GOD
I. JESUS’ EXAMPLE OF REJECTING TEMPTATION, Luke 4:1-13   
A. Jesus Fasted for Forty Days, 4:1-2 
1. [bookmark: _Int_MZgPAe9g]Why does God allow Satan to harass Jesus for 40 days?
a. [bookmark: _Int_ketFPeQq]God allows Satan to tempt Jesus to sin throughout His 40 days!
b. Jesus, as God, He’s impeccable/couldn’t have sinned, but as a man He felt all the pressure that we feel.
c. He did it for us- so we know He knows what it feels like to be tempted.
d. He did it for us- to show us how to defeat temptation.
That’s what God tells us in Hebrews 4:14-16  
e. He is our sympathetic and successful Defender, Hebrews 4:14-16

2. Why does Satan think Jesus, who he knows is God, will give in to him? Arrogance
a. Satan keeps thinking he’s God, that he’s in control of life. 
b. His lies have become his truth- he really believes he can outsmart/manipulate God/get God to do what he wants.

TEMPTATION #1 Turn Stone to Bread
A. Satan- put your physical needs ahead of obeying God. 
1. He’s insinuating that God isn’t meeting Jesus’ need; obeying is keeping Jesus from having His needs met.
2. Nothing wrong with Him meeting His physical need UNLESS doing so disobeys God.
3. To do so would be saying His physical need was more important than God.
4. He’d be saying He didn’t trust God to provide as He promised. 
5. To meet a need outside of how God commands is sin.

B. Jesus- Man Doesn’t Live by Bread Alone He doesn’t even use the entire verse and says…
1. There’s more to this world than meeting our physical needs. Who in their right mind thinks that obeying God is more important than our physical needs? More important than eating? Don’t eat you’ll die!! 
2. Knowing and obeying God is the most important part of this world. Why?
a. Psalm 24- everything we have is God’s/given to us.
b. Genesis 2:15f- given to us to manage as He commands.
c. Matthew 6:33- do it His way He meets our needs; we’re to be building His kingdom/not ours.

C. Personal Impact- the need for money.
1. Is it wrong for us to work/make money? No, it’s commanded/one of the main ways God meets our needs. 
2. When does it become sin?   
a. When we don’t do those 5 things, neglect spouse/children to work longer hours.
b. Mismanage the money God provides by buying unneeded things like they’re needed things/gamble.
 
TEMPTATION #2 Worship Satan and the World Is Yours
A. Satan- take the easy road to accomplishing God’s mission.
1. You can have what God’s promised without the pain/suffering/sacrifice of this life/cross.
2. Worship- proskuneo; show one’s complete dependence on/submission to another
3. In other words, “Depend on me; my way is easier.” You’ll still get what you want just not with all the do’s/don’ts of doing it God’s way.
4. Even if Satan could, he could only give Jesus the physical world.
5. God will give Jesus authority over the physical and spiritual world.

B. Jesus- You are to only worship and serve God the Lord. (not Satan or self for that reason)
1. Throughout the Bible worship/serve are connected- you can’t worship God but then not serve Him and when you’re serving God you are worshiping Him.
2. Worship- proskuneo; to show complete dependence on
3. Serve- latreuo; to do what God commands in the act of worship; connected to the priests serving in the temple in worship of God/it’s a lifestyle- living life in worship/serving/obeying God.
4. His worship as the “suffering servant” brought salvation from our sin.

C. Personal Impact
1. God’s work is to make you like Jesus, draw others to Christ.
2. It’s through your worship, dependence on Him, serving Him that His work is accomplished.
3. Satan’s way/your way is not easier- it’s hard, life is hard, and in the result is destruction.
4. God’s way is not easy but brings life, growth, Christ-likeness.

TEMPTATION #3 Jump to Prove God Will Save You
A. Satan- God promised to protect You… have Him prove it!
1. Satan partially quotes Psalm 91:11-12, left out “in all your ways”
2. Context- promise made to the one who obeys God; not to those who are sinning.
3. God didn’t tell Jesus to jump, so to jump would be sin.
4. God’s not promising to meet the needs of those who choose to sin.

B. Jesus- Don’t put God to the test. Different word than “tempt/test” earlier, but similar.
1. Test- ekpeirazo; to prove oneself
2. Don’t disobey and then expect Him to fulfill His promise.
3. God promises to meet the needs of those who obey so they can continue to obey.
Is there an area of life where you know you’re sinning and yet think God should meet your need related to that area? 

C. Personal Impact- Relationship? Finances? Mental health? Some other area?

YOU TAKEAWAYS
0. Must have the Holy Spirit in your life- salvation; ask God to forgive you for your sin and put your full weight of trust on Jesus that He died to take your eternal judgment.
0. Must know God’s Word- discern truth from lies. (GROW Class- Saturday, Feb 3)
0. Must use God’s Word- it’s our spiritual “sword”. We literally use it against the temptation we face. Need to know God’s Word so you know where to find verses that impact your situation.
0. Must allow the Holy Spirit to empower you- once forgiven God the Holy Spirit is given to you to empower you to not believe the lies and do what God commands.
As we close the service let’s take a moment and remember the faithful work Jesus did- His death on the cross for our sin.
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