LUKE: The True Story of Christmas
Fear Not! Peace with God Is Possible, Luke 2:1-20
Christmas weekend, 2023

WE: MERRY CHRISTMAS!! Intro self, 1C/3L, GCCF/GCCT/GP- confusing, sorry, people finally figure it out. 

We don’t typically associate FEAR with Christmas, but several times during the events leading up to Jesus’ birth angels told people “Do not be afraid!” Ever been afraid, really afraid? My most fearful moment. Every person has a common fear- they fear God- it typically happens when they find out that He judges people’s sin. People respond in 3 general ways to this fear.  
1. Atheists- they can’t believe a God exists that sends people to an eternity in hell so they tell themselves He doesn’t and convince themselves that lie is true.
2. Sinners- too sinful to be forgiven, give into sin. Have fun/be distracted while life lasts, leads to destructive lifestyles.
3. Religious- try to remove their fear through good deeds/religious rituals/traditions, but end up more fearful, anxious wondering if they’ve done enough.

THIS IS THE GREAT THING ABOUT CHRISTMAS! The message of Christmas is what the angels said to the shepherds- “Fear not!! God’s made peace with Him possible!!” Jesus Christ, God the Son, came so that ATHEISTS can believe the truth about God/sin and KNOW that God can/will forgive them. SINNERS, no matter how bad they think they are, can know God can/will forgive them/end their self-destructive life choices. RELIGIOUS people don’t have to live in guilt/worry working themselves to death trying to earn God’s acceptance. Jesus has done the only work that could be done/needed to be done to be right with God. Christmas is about that gift God offers you. 

TURN TO LUKE 2. Pg. 1020, and let’s hear about this gift of peace with God. READ Luke 2:1-3 Before we continue just a reminder…this is not a fairy tale/once upon a time children’s story, it’s a historical event. Luke gives detailed info that we can research, confirm.
1. It’s an event within world history that still impacts the world today. What other 1st century historical event is celebrated by people world-wide like Christmas?
2. Debate over Quirinius, Governor of Syria Some say he got this wrong, can’t trust his gospel. Did he?
a. Josephus- Jewish born Roman historian, not a Christian- wrote between 70-90 AD (40-60 yrs after Jesus), claimed Q only reigned from 5-6 AD, Jesus born during the reign of Herod the Great who died 9 years before Q was governor, based on that some say Luke’s info is wrong and Gospel can’t be trusted. 
b. Luke- non-Jewish Christian doctor who interviewed/knew eyewitnesses, wrote around 60-62 AD, less than 30 years after Jesus, knew/traveled with Mark/Peter, greater potential for accuracy, 19th century archeology shows Q was proconsul of Syria/Cilicia from 11 BC until Herod the Great’s death, Q’s name found on coin, Luke references a 2nd census while Q was governor in Acts 5:37. 
Unless one has a bias against Christianity Luke’s Gospel is obviously more accurate than Josephus. OK, let’s keep reading… READ Luke 2:4-7 Let me stop there and bring some reality to this matter-of-fact description of Joseph/Mary going to Bethlehem that we’ve romanticized over the years. Knowing the culture back then this was not the warm/fuzzy event that we’ve made it out to be.  

GOD
I. SCENE #1- JOSEPH/MARY VISIT BETHLEHEM, Luke 2:4-5   
A. Traveled in a caravan with others for safety- not Mary/Joseph walking on a romantic moonlit night.
B. 2 unmarried/pregnant kids in their mid-late teens. Not such a big deal today, but a huge deal back then. This was not accepted at all. Add to that what if Mary said an angel told her she was carrying God’s Son, the Messiah? People would think she’s nuts! 
C. They were social outcasts; people probably kept their distance. We’re not told, but…
D. Family may have rejected them thus having to stay in a stable. 
SUMMARIZE Luke 2:6-7 Luke tells us that while they were in Bethlehem Mary gave birth. 

II. SCENE #2 JESUS IS BORN, Luke 2:6-7 She took the baby, wrapped him up in cloths and laid Him in a manger because Bethlehem Inn had no room. Maybe looked something like this. Then something incredible happened. READ Luke 2:8-14 An angel shows up and the shepherds are scared spitless but once again the angel says…

III. SCENE #3- ANGELS BRING GOD’S MESSAGE TO SHEPHERDS, Luke 2:8-14 
A. Don’t Be Afraid- There’s Good News!
B. A Savior from Sin/Hell Has Been Born- Christ (Messiah/King/Savior) the Lord.
C. He’s the Baby in the Manger in Bethlehem.
D. Peace Has Come among People with Whom God Is Pleased
1. Peace- eirene; harmony, favor, being free of worry/fear when it comes to God.
2. Not peace between people, but peace among people- God with us. 
3. Peace with God comes to those with whom He is pleased.
How can we please God so we can be at peace with Him? Before we answer that let’s see what the shepherds do. READ Luke 2:15-20 They couldn’t move fast enough; they take off for Bethlehem and find Mary, Joseph, and Jesus just as the angel said they would. These guys were excited! They were running and telling everyone they saw what they saw and heard. 

IV. SCENE #4- SHEPHERDS VISIT JESUS, Luke 2:15-20  
A. They Tell Mary, Joseph, and Others What the Angel Said. Interesting to look at the responses of the “all who heard/others”, Mary and the shepherds. 
B. The “all who heard… wondered”- thaumazo; surprised, amazed.
1. Aorist tense- definite response but without continuing effect.
2. They were impacted by the message- surprised, amazed.
3. But the impact didn’t last- they didn’t believe and went back to life unchanged.
They either didn’t believe their story or didn’t believe it was for them. Sadly many, and maybe some of you, will respond in the same way, missing out on the peace God offers. Our prayer is that you’ll respond like Mary who “treasured/pondered” what the shepherds had to say. 

C. Mary “treasured/pondered”
1. Imperfect tense- an ongoing action; bringing to mind over and over; meditating
2. Treasured- suntereo; carefully considered what they said, what she’s heard- Zacharias, Gabriel…
3. Pondered- sumballo; was connecting the dots
4. It filled her heart/mind, considering all that it could mean- she was favored by God, her child the Savior of the world, king of Israel, a kingdom that will go on forever.
And how about the shepherds? How did this message impact them? 

D. Shepherds Returned to Their Lives/Work Changed
1. Present tense/active voice- continual choice of their will to glorify, make God known, and praise Him. From that moment on day in day out they glorified/praised God, it was a change of lifestyle.
2. Their lives from that day on were changed/it wasn’t just caring for sheep anymore there was the realization that God was real, personal.
3. What God had promised they saw come true, that truth changed the direction/purpose of their life.
So what’s your response to the message that you don’t have to fear God; that He’s made peace with Him possible? Hopefully like Mary you’ve been thinking about/connecting the dots on what you’ve heard today and you desire to know that PEACE WITH HIM God offers you. God says it comes to those who please Him, so what does it take to please God? Look what God tells us in Hebrews 11:6. READ Hebrews 11:6

PEACE WITH GOD IS POSSIBLE
I. FAITH IN WHAT GOD SAYS PLEASES GOD, Hebrews 11:6
A. Faith- pistis; trust in the truthfulness of something promised, based on person making the promise/God always fulfills His promises.
B. Believe- pisteuo; consider something to be true and worthy of one’s trust; action- placing your full weight of trust, you’re entire life. Believe what? 
1. God is- He’s the self-existing, eternal, infinitely powerful God. But it’s not just knowing intellectually that God exists it’s putting your full weight of trust on the truth that...
2. God is the rewarder of those who seek Him- He is the One who rewards, context- makes peace through salvation.
What specifically should you trust/believe about what God has said? Look what God has the Apostle Paul write. READ Colossians 1:19-20

II. GOD SAYS PEACE MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH JESUS’ DEATH, Colossians 1:19-20
A. Jesus Is God- God the Son
B. He Fixes Our Broken Relationship with God
C. He Did That by Dying Our Eternal Death
1. We can’t fix it no matter how good we try to be- we’re the problem.
2. Only He can because He is the sinless man and the infinitely powerful God.
What happens if you take the step of faith and put your full weight of trust on the promise that God says Jesus dying on the cross for you allows your sins to be forgiven, to be free from sin’s earthly control and its eternal consequences in hell? Look at one more incredible promise from God. READ Romans 5:1

III. GOD DECLARES US NOT GUILTY BY FAITH, Romans 5:1
A. Justified- dikaioo; to declare one not guilty of breaking the law; God’s law.
B. By Faith- trusting God with your life and spiritual wellbeing. i.e. salvation.
C. Once declared not guilty of our sin, God makes us at peace with Him.
As we close what are our TAKEAWAYS from what God’s told us. The first is for those who desire to have peace with God. 

YOU TAKEAWAY
1. Accept God’s offer to bring peace between you and Him.
· Ask God to forgive you of your sin.
· Tell Him you’re trusting Him when He says Jesus died your death for you.
· Thank Him for forgiving you/bringing peace between you and Him.
Let me pray a prayer you can pray. AFTER PRAYER- if you’ve prayed that prayer we’d love to know. Stop me before you leave, fill out a Connect Card, or text “YesNorthwood” (because you’re at the Northwood campus) to 97000 or scan the QR code on the screen.

If you prayed that prayer just now or have done so anytime in the past you are now a believer, so what’s your TAKEAWAY?

2. Believer- like the shepherds…this message will change your life and be shared with those in your life who need to hear it. 


WE WANT TO CLOSE OUR TIME WITH A FINAL SONG! Before we do we want to invite you back…
1. Tomorrow night at 7 for our carol sing.
2. Next SATURDAY/SUNDAY as we continue to investigate the real Jesus through the gospel of Luke.

Let’s stand and sing Joy to the World! 


PODCAST- Peace with God is possible. Luke 2:1-20, Hebrews 11:6, Colossians 1:19-20, Romans 5:1
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