CALL ME CRAZY
Family Matters, Ephesians 6:1-4
Weekend of 12/2-3/23

WE Slide 1 Finishing up our series- hope it’s been helpful/encouraging. Today- bringing truth to a world confused about how families should operate. Here are today’s culturally approved family authority structures. Slide 2
1. Wife » Husband
2. Wife » Kids » Husband
3. Wife » Kids » Pets » Husband
4. Kids » Wife » Husband
5. Mom » Kids
6. Kids » Mom
7. Mom » Mom » Kids
8. Dad » Dad » Kids
We laugh at this/you may doubt this, but just look at today’s TV shows and commercials. Men are portrayed as emotionally stunted, self-absorbed, bumbling fools who need their wives/children to fix the problems the family faces. 

QUESTION: Who’s setting this agenda? Does society influence media or does media influence society? I don’t know but what I do know is that your classmates’/friends’/family’s/co-workers’ families are crumbling all around you. If they are to have hope/survive then Christian families need to show them how God has designed the family to be. We need to welcome them into our lives, interject our lives into theirs so they experience the peace/stability God brings to our families and that He wants for their family. Slide 3 For that to happen we need to CHOOSE God’s way over ours and TRUST that God really does mean what He says about CHILDREN obeying/honoring their parents and PARENTS training/discipling their children.  

LET’S SEE what God has to say about how a family is to operate and then why it matters. What is the authority structure? Look what God had Paul write in Ephesians 6:1-3. READ Slide 4-5

GOD
I. CHILDREN OBEY/HONOR THEIR PARENTS IN THE LORD, Ephesians 6:1–3  
A. Parent(s) YOU are in charge!! Not your kids, not their teachers, not the gov’t.
1. Whoever is raising the children- single parent, grandparents, 2 parents YOU are the authorities.
2. Difficult situation- society says children are in charge, parents want to be friends with their kids. 
a. Parents don’t discipline for fear of losing that friendship.
b. Some have children to fill a personal emotional need, can’t upset the child/lose their emotional support.
c. Parents running ragged doing whatever the kids want- meals, working OT to get $200 shoes, sports/activities, letting them change their gender, everything is for the kids.
d. God says in Romans 1:28-32 a symptom of a crumbling society is one that has children running the show.

3. Children aren’t the authority; they don’t dictate the rules, aren’t the center of your family. 
What does God mean by “children”? Slide 6 The Greek word “teknon”…

B. Children- teknon; offspring too young to marry who are living in the home Side note  
1. OT grown children in the home were still responsible to obey their parents.
2. NT grown children responsible to care for elderly parents.
3. Those with grown children in the home may want to study those passage with their child.
Specifically here God commands those too young to marry who are in the home to OBEY/HONOR their parents. Slide 7 In other words, do what your parents say and do it with a good attitude. 

C. Do What Your Parents Say with a Good Attitude
1. Obey- hupokouete; come under authority of one who is not your equal
a. Wives, Eph. 5:22 willingly come under the authority of their equal/husband by obeying Jesus who is not her equal; He’s God, she’s not.
b. Children are not the parents’ equals- not parents negotiate with children or parents obey children.
c. Present imperative- a lifestyle command; day in/day out, whether you think it’s fair or not.
d. “in the Lord”- God knows this is hard- to live opposite of many of your friends, maybe even your siblings, possibly even your parents like someone I know. You have to be “in the Lord”- in relationship with Him, out of love love/respect for Him, and asking Him to strengthen you.
e. “this is right”- it’s the right thing to do because it’s ultimately obeying God
It’s not just going through the motions. God judges the heart behind the obedience so your obedience needs to be done with honor for your parents- respect for the position God has given them. Slide 8

2. Honor- timao; to show high regard/respect position, the attitude behind the obedience; present imperative- continual, day in/day out
God gives you a promise if you’ll trust Him and do it His way. Slide 9 This is the only one of the 10 Commandments that has a promise connected to it. 

3. God’s Promise
a. “be well with you”- eu; good, beneficial, growth, maturity.
b. “live long on the earth”- makroxronios; long years to come, a full life
c. Summed up well by Warren Wiersbe READ Slide 10-13
KIDS: Your parents aren’t perfect which is exactly why you should obey them. They know more and have experienced more. They know what/how to do things and what/how NOT to do things- learn from their mess ups don’t use them as excuses to make the same mistake. MOVING ON TO PARENTS- Even though parents aren’t perfect God’s desire is that a child’s obedience wouldn’t be frustrated by hypocritical or inconsistent parenting so He starts out His commands with a negative command. Look what God says to parents. READ Ephesians 6:4 Slide 14-15 He speaks to dads as spiritual leaders, but according to 6:1 moms need to be involved.

II. PARENTS TRAIN THEIR CHILDREN IN THE LORD, Ephesians 6:4   
A. Fathers/Mothers
1. Dad as spiritual leader takes lead, mom as the spiritual encourager, both involved.  
2. Single parents- you have the challenge of being both, need to lean on the church family.
3. Grandparents- if you’re raising the kids, you’re the parents; not raising kids- influence kids.
First of all, parents don’t “provoke your children to anger” which was the complete opposite of Roman culture at that time. Children treated as slaves; fathers had absolute authority; could have them killed. ONCE AGAIN- Christianity to the rescue- raises the value of women/children, no longer property but human beings who deserve respect and nurturing. Christian culture- children are gifts from God who are to be lovingly trained/disciplined for God’s use. As such we are not to provoke them to anger. What does God mean? Slide 16

B. “provoke to anger”- parorgizo; to make angry, irritate; a simmering anger, smoldering bitterness; present imperative- continual, day in/day out, a lifestyle of causing bitterness.
1. Not referring to anger about having to obey.
2. An attitude of bitterness based on your inconsistent, hypocritical or unnecessarily harsh physical and emotional responses to your kids. Slide 17 Many ways this can happen, here’s a few. .
a. Hypocrisy- “do what I say not what I do” attitude; act one way at church/another way at home
b. Disobedience- kids hear what God says, see parents living another way. 
c. Overly critical without encouragement.
d. Excessive/out of proportion discipline.
e. Absentee parent
Parents who want kids to grow up spiritually/emotionally/socially healthy need to nurture/invest time and sacrifice to meets the kids’ spiritual/emotional needs. That’s what “bring them up” means. Slide 18

C. “bring them up”- ektrepho; nourish up to maturity, nurture, meeting spiritual/emotional/physical needs Notice it doesn’t say it’s the pastor/youth pastor’s/school’s responsibility. How do you do it? 
1. “discipline”- paideia; any God-honoring way of ensuring good behavior; firmness, gentleness, constructive criticism, encouragement. 
a. Each child will learn/respond differently.
b. Do you know how your child learns? Do you know what motivates/discourages them? 
And yes…you guessed it…it takes knowing and teaching God’s Word to your kids. 

2. “and instruction”- nouthesia; “put in mind”; teaching of God’s Word/ways
3. Both “of the Lord”- both flow from God’s Word/Bible.
a. It takes knowing God’s Word/applying to your life/explaining how it applies to your child’s life. 
b. It’s why God’s given us the Bible, Slide 19-20 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
That’s God’s structure but why does this kind of family matter. There are several reasons but I want to look at just 2. Slide 21 1st COMMITTED PARENTS PRODUCE COMMITTED ADULTS.

III. WHY THIS KIND OF FAMILY MATTERS
A. COMMITTED PARENTS PRODUCE COMMITTED ADULTS- Lifeway Church Drop Out stats https://research.lifeway.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/
1. The tendency for kids as they become young adults is to drop out of church. Those who regularly attended in high school.
2. Look at why those who continued to attend did so. Slide 22
I’m sure if they were to dig deeper into those stats they’d find many of those who dropped out had parents who were not fully committed and many of those who continued to attend had parents who were committed. Remember Proverbs 22:6 Slide 23 the general truth is what you train your child to do is what they’ll do when they are adults- good training or bad training will stick with your child as an adult. Here’s the other reason why it’s important that families operate as God designed. Slide 24

B. COMMITTED FAMILIES WILL DRAW HURTING FAMILIES TO GOD
1. A godly home is a peaceful home.
2. A peaceful home is attractive to those who are hurting.
3. We can tell them where they can get that peace- through a relationship with God through faith in Christ.
What are our TAKEAWAYS for today? Slide 25 First…

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. You MUST get with God in His Word daily- I know I say it every week but it’s the only way to know Him and know what He promises and sadly too many don’t take the advice. THIS WEEK TAKE THE ADVICE!!
2. Slide 26 You MUST trust God and obey Him to experience His promises- children work hard at obeying with a good attitude, parents discipline and instruct your kids from God’s Word.
3. Slide 27 You MUST pray- pray for/pray with your child, grandchild. YES IT WILL FEEL AWKWARD at first.
4. Slide 28 You MUST rely on your church family- especially single parents, grandparents.
a. I say MUST because this is part of God’s plan to help us get through this life. 
b. Single parents- having your kids here will allow them to interact with other adults who are committed to Christ and committed to helping you.
c. This means you who are members, who’ve voluntarily committed to serve, need to step up and support our families by serving them in GraceKids, Fuse.
Speaking of the church and our responsibility to help each other let me challenge you who have MS/HS kids/grandkids to take advantage of something that will encourage/challenge your kids- Kalahari. Here’s one student’s story of the impact Kalahari had on her. KALAHARI VIDEO Your child/grandchild will have a fun time, but also be challenged to know Jesus personally and step up to make a spiritual impact in their lives. Let me introduce you to Jason Wells
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