Seven Churches 
Laodicea
Revelation 3: 14-22

Intro: Today we finish our series on the 7 churches in Revelation and today is probably the most shocking letter to any church. As we wrap this up and think about this shocking church, I wanted to think about some shocking stats about churches in our country. Here’s some shocking stats: Toledo ranks 30th in the nation among churchless cities, more than 40 percent of the people are churchless. 3 in 10 unchurched Americans say a Christian has shared the gospel with them. Barna group did a study that showed over 70 percent of people viewed Jesus in a positive light but yet less than 50 percent viewed the church in a positive light and yet church attendance among Americans has decreased dramatically in the last few years. Why? While these stats may not be completely shocking or shocking at all to you. Why do I bring up those stats, why would I want to start the morning out in a shocking way? Because today we are looking at the most shocking letter to a church. Today we see the scariest letter. To the church at Laodicea. This church isn’t just lost their first love or dead. 

BL:  This is an unsaved church, that literally makes Christ sick. 

Transition: Did you get that? This church isn’t just bad, its not even really a church. Jesus says they are so terrible that it makes Him literally want to vomit. So what is this church. What are they like? What’s going on? What’s the relevance for us? 
(Slide 1-3) 
Background: The name of the city means “rule of the people”, “Its name designates it as the Church of mob rule, the democratic Church, in which everything is swayed and decided by popular opinion, clamour and voting; and hence a self-righteousness and self-sufficient Church. People ruling is set in contrast to God’s ruling in the church. It is a church entirely ruled by men, for the Holy Spirit is not present and doing His ministry of guiding. Paul had previously warned Timothy concerning the consequences of the sheep ruling in place of spirit-led Shepherds: 'For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 2 Timothy 4: 3-4 'It was founded by Antiochus the Secon of Syria who name it after who wife. (who he divorced and she later poisoned him, fun fact.) Independent and very wealthy city with wool being a major export. Laodicea was a major banking center. We mentioned briefly that several of the other cities (I believe) (Sardis and Philly) suffered a major earthquake around AD 60, and this earthquake hit Laodicea hard as well. “The prosperity of the city was illustrated following a great earthquake of A.D. 60, which destroyed the city and other cities around it. As was its habit, the Roman government offered substantial aid in rebuilding the devastation. Yet Laodicea was not among those cities who received help. Whether the government refused to offer it because of their great wealth, or Laodicea refused it because they did not need it, is debated. Whatever the case, the reason was wealth.” Laodicea was a major exporter of wool clothing. They could clothe others, but you’ll see later they were spiritually naked. They also had a large medical school known for making an eye salve. They were able to fix eye sight, but not their own spiritual eye sight.  

Transition: As we get into this letter today I want you to see how bad off this church is. How dangerous it is for us to put aside the Bible and try to redefine Jesus to be whatever we want Him to be rather than who he actually says He is. 

I. Who Jesus is (14) (Slide 4-5)
A. The Amen 
· Certainty, reliability. Gives the sense and idea of strong arms. Someone who can be relied on. (Which is interesting because the Laodicean church didn’t’ rely on Christ whatsoever.) 

B. The Faithful and true Witness 
· Christ is pointing out His accuracy and trustworthiness of what He is about to say. The word Pistos can be used either as active or passive in the Bible. Man can be faithful actively or passively. God can only do the latter. God can not stop being faithful, He is actively faithful.

C. The Beginning of the Creation of God
· Author, not that He was the beginning or first of God’s creation but that Jesus was creating alongside God. (Jesus is God) This goes back to John 1:1. Jesus is both the author of creation but is also in authority over creation. AKA you and me!

App: Why was it important for John to establish Jesus deity in these letters and specifically to this church? Colossae was only 10 miles from this church and perhaps what was going on there with believers refuting the deity of Christ was also happening at this church. (it was because the people were ruling the church and ultimately making themselves. The Colossian Church had basically reduced Christ to a created being, perhaps some type of angel. This had no doubt infiltrated this lost church (Colossians 4:16) 'When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea. ' “So here is the offended Lord, offended by heretical views of Him. And I would just remind you historically speaking, this is what makes a church a Laodicean church. It is an unconverted church because it has a warped view of Christ. You could be talking about the Mormon church. You could be talking about liberal churches that deny the deity of Christ, as they universally do; mainline denominational churches.
Here is, at the very outset, a powerful Christological statement that demonstrates to us that the church at Laodicea had erred in their view of Christ. And if you have a wrong view of Christ, it has horrendous spiritual effects – as we will see.” Johhnny mac This is how you become an unsaved church you lose sight of who the Lord is. That’s why the Bible is so important. That’s why good doctrine is so important. When we start choosing our preferences over who God actually says He is we are at risk. (That means when you say “My God would never” Its not up to you what your God would do, its up to what the Bible says God would or wouldn’t do. 

II. What is Jesus problems with this church (15-17) Slide 6-8
A. They are lukewarm/compromised with culture
· Christ knows their works. The Sovereign penetrating gaze of Christ sees and knows all. He says they are lukewarm—in essence, room temperature. They were not hot or cold. 
· this is alluding to the marginal water supply at Laodicea? “The people of Laodicea had built an aqueduct to supply their city, but the water was lukewarm and impure. Slide 9-10) The remains can still be seen, and thick deposits of calcium carbonate inside the pipes witness plainly to the worth of the water which once flowed through them. The words of Rev. 3:14-15+ must have hit home powerfully in Laodicea: the writer said that the church was as useless and distasteful as that bad water” There were the springs from a city around 5 miles away, where they piped in the hot water, which they believed also had healing effects. And there were cold streams that didn’t dry out in the summer located only ten miles away in Colossae, but nothing of the effect in Laodicea. Cold water is refreshing, hot water is good and they believed had healing effects. But lukewarm, tepid water was good for nothing. But this was describing their spiritual state. 
· The church had no shining light in the community. They were essentially at peace with their enemies. (The synagogue of Satan) This City had a large Jewish population. One of the largest outside of Israel at the time. We saw the Jewish people in the synagogue persecuting Christians in the other churches and yet at this time, we don’t see any biblical or historical mentions of persecution mentioned in the city of Laodicea. That alone speaks volumes about the church. 
· Pressure to compromise for these 7 churches has come from two areas. 1) pressure by the state to worship the emperor or 2) pressure by the trade guilds to participate in pagan activities, or to cave to Judaism which believes that Christ isn’t God. This pressure was seen by several churches caving in to it, a few churches not caving but facing the battle. And then this church that apparently didn’t even try to fight it. “When faced with such pressures, it is often easy to rationalize participation in pagan activities and reinterpret them as being compatible with the grace of God and the maturity and freedom of the believer” What does that look like for us? 
· Lgbtq issues
· Abortion: (mention issue 1—people will say this has no effect or its trying to protect one vote. In actuality it protects being able to easily change the state constitution. Only 10 states allow their constitution changes by a simple majority. 40 states require more some states a LOT more. This vote will directly impact a vote that is taking place in November that would make Abortion constitutionally legal in Ohio, not just abortion but allowing children to have gender reassignment surgeries with no parental consent needed and worse. This is unpopular to be said, but it’s a stance our church takes on what the Bible says.)
· Marriage, divorce, relationships—you need to be married to live with someone of the opposite gender, you only get one spouse, you need to live relationships God’s way. 
-	Why do I mention these things? Because God does. Some of you are absolutely going to hate me today because I mentioned these things. But you see the Church at Laodicea didn’t care about these things because they didn’t care about Jesus. They didn’t believe He was God, they weren’t really saved so they didn’t care about what God said in His word. I’m going to say something a little crazy here. If you don’t care about what God says in His Word, and you aren’t really caring about how Jesus tells you to live your life, you may want to verify that you actually have a relationship with God. I’m not saying as Christians that means we don’t sin. Because I sure have. But what it means is are we actively trying to do better and make our relationship with God better or are we thanking Him for a get out of Hell free card and then living life however we want to? Cause if that’s the case I’d be afraid Jesus would say I’m not really saved. Why? Cause living life that way makes Jesus sick. Compromise has always been a chief tool of Satan. 
-	Romans 12:2 “Worldliness is any preoccupation with or interest in the temporal system of life that places anything perishable before that which is eternal. Since believers are not part of the world system (John 15:19), they must not act as though they were. “Do not be conformed to this world,” wrote the apostle Paul, “but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” jmac
Application: So what is Jesus response to the church being lukewarm? 
•	Vomit you out: there was the dirty, foul, tepid water that flowed for miles through a filthy aqueduct. It wasn’t hot enough to relax or restore. It wasn’t cool enough to quench. It was foul, and it made people nauseous. That’s what our Lord’s saying about this church: “You make Me sick.” Jmac  God was angry with the churches that compromised. He was disappointed with those that left their first love. But this church literally made Jesus sick.  You see for a church that has some believers in it there’s hope. That’s why Ephesus was to return to their first love, that’s why Sardis being dead was called to repent. Things can change it there are some believers. But in a church that is full of people who have the wrong view of Christ, they are unsaved, a lost church, that is enough to make Jesus sick. Some people will look at this allegorical. Actually, a lot of people. Hot means on fire for Jesus cold means not serving Him, Jesus wants you to be one or the other. But I don’t think that’s what the point of this is. The point is to say that if you don’t know Christ truly and are saying you are going to do church your own way, ruled by yourself and not Jesus and not founded on your relationship with Him than that makes Christ sick.
B. They are not reliant on Christ (17) 
· The church said, I am rich: This church was self sufficient. They had everything they needed. The whole city was rich and they didn’t have a need, they had even all there wants. Self Sufficiency bled over into their spiritual life as well. They were self sufficient from God, they viewed it as not needing God, which is a sin. Pride and self sufficiency had crept into culture and the culture had crept into the church. We see the church being stuck in the curse of the blessing of God. What do I mean by that? They receive God’s blessing and eventually turn cold to the very God that blessed them. What does that look like?

1.	Men suffer lack and affliction and turn to God.
2.	God responds to repentance with provision and blesses.
3.	Men glory in their condition of prosperity and grow cold toward God.
4.	Judgment falls and the wheel goes around again. (1 Timothy 6: 6-10) 'But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. '  (Only use this if there’s time) 


C. They are unsaved 
· Wretched and miserable: They were afflicted by sin and they didn’t even realize it. They thought they were good, they thought they had everything taken care of, (because they did physically) but spiritually they were…
· Poor: Spiritually poor
· Blind: This church was sightless. They were least likely to listen to Jesus exhortation, because they couldn’t see it themselves. This city with an amazing medical school, couldn’t even diagnose their own spiritual blindness. Many churches in our day look at their programs and their social outreaches as measures of success. These churches have lost all ability to look at God’s word and evaluate their own spiritual condition. Many churches see people coming to church and think they are doing it right and end up growing until they become the unsaved church.
· Naked: Their shame was evident, they were unclothed. They could provide everything for themselves except spiritual clothing. 
App: Once they deny Scripture and deny Christ, it’s Laodicea. The Bible calls this church wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked and there’s nothing you can do with those words to make them Christians. They are non Christians in a church. Its really a sickening spiritual condition. Thinking you are saved, spiritual, have a relationship with Jesus when in reality you don’t have any idea how lost you really are. Is that us?

Transition: So what should the response be to this message? 

III. How they can fix the problem (18-20) (Slide 11-13)
A. Rely on Christ (18) 
· I advice you to buy from me: They are used to purchasing and banking so Jesus is using terms they would understand. They need to shop with Him. AKA.. nothing they spend their money on can grant them what Jesus can and that is true salvation. Grace is being offered to hypocrites. These people think they can buy anything that they want, but what they really need only comes form Jesus. He is inviting them to come and purchase form Him, and what they need to purchase has no price. Do you think you can buy everything you need? How about salvation? 
· Gold, white garments, eye salve: The remedies for the previously stated spiritual conditions. They were poor, naked and blind. If you want wealth, health, clothes come to Jesus perhaps not physically, (although he meets our needs) but He is talking spiritually. Jesus offered eye salve to heal their sight spiritally. Salvation is that gold which makes us spiritually rich in faith. It is the white robe that covers our sinful nakedness with righteousness of God through Christ. 
B. Acknowledge the issues (19) 
· Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline: The Laodicean church could take comfort in the fact that Christ had written a letter of rebuke to them for it was an indication of his ongoing love for them. They were not so far gone that He would leave them silently to their own devices.. (2 Timothy 2:25) 'with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 'He loves unbelievers, He loves sinners, that’s why we have ceased to be sinners and been given salvation. That love demonstrated, starts with reproof. IT starts with unmasking our sinfulness. It starts with punishment. He has a tender affection for these people. It’s the phileo love. He loves them with a divine kind of affection but no relationship. He’s saying you’re on the edge of conviction and exposure and punishment, and God finds no pleasure in such punishment. God wants them to repent and turn to Him and Have a relationship with Him! 
· Be zealous: This is present tense. To be continually full of zeal. They need to earnestly desire, pursue and strive after God. They couldn’t just be a church goer, but a God-chaser. 
· Repent: That is turning away from sin and to God. The message to the unsaved church I srepend and od it fast and with zeal. David Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote on repentance: “Repentance means that you realize that you’re a guilty, vile sinner in the presence of God, that you deserve the wrath and punishment of God, and that you are hell bound. It means that you begin to realize that this thing called sin is in you, and that you long to get rid of it, and that you turn your back on it in every shape and form; you renounce the world, whatever the cost – the world in its mind and outlook, as well as its practice – and you deny yourself, and take up the cross, and go after Christ, your nearest and dearest. And the whole world may call you a fool or say you have religious mania. You may have to suffer financially, but it makes no difference: that is repentance. Repentance is only going to come if you realize you’re not rich, and you’re not wealthy and in need of nothing.

C. Enter the door (20) 
· I stand at the door and knock: Stand is perfect tense: I have stood. While knock is present tense: I am knocking. He has been standing for a period of time and is still awaiting their response to his continual knocking. If the Laodicean church was truly zealous, they would have already opened the door. The irony here is hat Christ is outside His own church, desiring to be invited back in. In Sardis Jesus was in the presence of the few that were believers. Here he’s outside this church. There are many churches like thi today. Christ is outside the church, but in compassion he knocks looking to be let in, because He has been put out of His own church. If anyone in these churches notices their spiritual condition and with zeal repents and answers Christ call, He’ll come into that church. 
· Hears my voice: Christ is speaking directly to the people. All men have ears, but not all hear His voice. But if you hear the voice Christ will 
· Come in to Him: If the church responds to Christ Jesus will enter in. The act of saving faith rejects works, recognizes spiritual bankruptcy, spiritual nakedness, and spiritual blindness and turns from sin and opens the door and once Christ is inside He dines with them. It says I have nothing and I need Jesus. 
· And Dine with Him: Dining conveys intimate fellowship. I mean typically you have a meal in your house with someone you are somewhat close to. Jesus says he will dine with im in ongoing fellowship and intimacy as soon as the door is opened. A shared meal was a symbol of union and fellowship. He wants to have fellowship with them before its too late

IV. Promise to those that fix the problem (Slide 14-15)
A. Salvation (21) 
· Overcomes: That’s the guy that gets saved. (John 5:5) 'Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? He who overcomes is the person who puts their faith and trust in Jesus.

B. Great Reward
· Sit with me on my throne: They will sit with Him and share His rule in the same way He sits at the right hand of the Father and shares His rule. Christ tells the church who is unsaved if you repent and turn to my I will dine with you and one day I’ll bring you in to my Fathers throne and have you seated with me. The message is to the lost. Christ in grace, offers salvation. Christ is again mentioning ruling and reigning alongside of Him in the Millenium but also in the eternal state. Think about this. Jesus is offering those that make Him want to vomit the chance to sit at His throne. To rule and reign with Him. Jesus is presently sitting at the right hand of the Father but during the millennium will take His throne and we will rule with Him. 

C. So do it! (22) 
· Let him hear what the spirt says.: After reading the 7 setters to the seven churches, we cannot escape the fact that compromise of God’s word is anathema to Christ and is the root of all Christian weakness. Let us each individually resolve to uphold the full teaching of our Lord and Savior—in strength He provides. 
· Are you listening to what you have heard? 

Conclusion: We have heard a lot about a sad unsaved church. This church was so bad, that it literally made Jesus want to vomit it out. I mentioned shocking statistics about churches and ever message I’ve been up here for I’ve asked you to do a performance review and look at our church and yourself. Have you done it? Because I have. I have found issues in our church and myself. Now I don’t want to end this message and this series on such a negative note because here's the good news. We aren’t Laodicea. Are we faithful and crushing it like Philly? I hope so. But I want to play a video for you today. This is a testimony of one of our church members Jerry ash. Jerry and His wife attend here at Gracepoint and have been to all the campuses. Jerry shares His church story and how they viewed Grace. (Play video) 

I love that story. Thanks Jerry for letting us play that. When Lauren and I first came to GP one of the reasons we were excited to be here was to be at an exciting growing church that was reaching the lost with the gospel and actually making an impact. Are we still? You see Ephesus was doing good things but they lost their love for Christ. Sardis had some faithful but was a dead church. It didn’t take any of these churches long to get to that point. At one point they to may have been great churches. I never want a letter sent our church like Ephesus, Sardis, or Laodicea. As you look at your life as yourselves these questions. Is there an area of my life that I’m not obeying Scripture in? Am I reading the Bible? Am I Sharing the gospel? The two biggest problems this church had was not reading and not obeying the Bible. This week instead of takeaways I have challenges. 

Challenges: Slide 16-18
1. Read one letter to one church a day. Pray before you begin ask God to point out anything in your life that the specific church was doing that maybe you haven’t corrected yet. Take notes. Fix what comes up! 
2. Read Jude Twice. It’s a short book. It won’t take long. Get it done and be prepared for service. 
3. Pray everyday at least once. Pray for our church. Pray for your family. Pray that we become/continue being a faithful church focused on serving God and reaching the world around us for Christ. 
4. Share it: You can choose what you share. Something you learned about one of the churches, something from Jude. Something you prayed for. But share something spiritual this week with another Christian and share it with one non Christian. It can be a co worker, family member, neighbor. But share some thing spiritual. Even just that you prayed for them and you’d like to invite them to church. Who knows they may actually come. 




