HEY JUDE
Fight for the Faith! Why?, Jude 1-16
Sunday, August 13, 2023

WE THANK YOU to Jason/leadership team/ministry teams- no concerns because of our faithful team who serves Jesus and you here at GP. Exciting stuff- next Sunday Josiah/Alona Pait, Connect Class, Thurs 8/24- Pait Welcome party, Sept.- installing community playground, Oct- Fall Festival, playground ribbon cutting party. Really excited about the 2nd half of 2023 and what God will continue to do in/through us. We’ve been called by God to join Him in a mission that is greater than anything this world has to offer- to bring the message of God’s love, forgiveness, and restored relationship to those in our lives. Inviting people to your church/events is a great start!

THAT’S WHAT JUDE’S LETTER is all about- God’s call to salvation, His protection of us, and our responsibility to, as Jude puts it, “contend for the faith”- we are to fight hard to keep the truth of the gospel/its teaching that transforms our lives intact. Slide 2 Turn to the tiny letter of Jude, pg. 1223, 25 INFORMATION PACKED verses, and as you do let me give you some BACKGROUND info.
1. Written around 70-80 AD- one of the last NT letters written, only 1-3 John/Revelation written after.
2. Jude brother of James- author of James, both 1/2 brothers of Jesus- initially brothers didn’t believe, John 7:1-9, thought He’d lost His mind, Mark 3:21, but some believed after His resurrection, Acts 1:14.
3. Follows 2 Peter (written around 68-70 AD)- false teachers coming/Jude- they’re here!  
4. Immediate audience- probably Jewish believers based on the OT illustrations he uses/references to 1 Enoch.
5. Quotes 1 Enock- Not saying 1 Enoch is inspired- like Paul/Peter, use what’s true in the book to help connect.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk142550223]Context- attacks from Rome, increase in false teachers coming into the church as apostles were killed off.

Slide 3 JUDE’S PURPOSE: Warn true believers that false believers had crept into the church and challenge believers to fight for the faith and save unbelievers. Why should we care? This is happening today, not with the teachers in our church, they’re solid, but by religious influencers on TBN, Daystar, podcasts, YouTube, and could happen with professing believers in our church who might share unbiblical opinions with others in our church. Let me throw out what some beliefs, you tell me if they are true biblically or false- don’t answer out loud. Slide 4
1. Salvation is placing your faith in Jesus, but it’s also good to get baptized/do good things when you can just in case. FALSE- salvation if faith in Jesus’ work/His work alone; once saved baptism is first step of obedience, and connecting weekly with your church family is part of your spiritual growth. 
2. Slide 5 God only speaks through the Holy Spirit as we read/study the Bible. TRUE- no dreams/visions/a word.
3. Slide 6 God wants me to be happy. FALSE- happiness is self-focused, based on things going well for us. God wants something better for you- the joy that comes from becoming more like Jesus Christ and less like yourself.  
4. Slide 7 Church is something I go to when I can get there. FALSE- believers are the church, God calls us the body of Christ, commands us to NOT STOP GETTING TOGETHER WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY weekly. 
5. Slide 8 God is not obligated to give me what I pray for no matter how much faith I think I have. TRUE- God promises to give us what we need to accomplish His purposes/mission, not what we think we need or want.
6. Slide 9 I can continue to sin because God has already forgiven it. FALSE-- God’s goal is to make you more and more like Jesus. Ask this question- Would Jesus do what you’re doing? If not, then stop doing it. 
All these, especially the last one, are not only what some believers believe today, but were started back in the 1st century. Jude is writing them, and us today, to not let this teaching, or any teaching that distorts/redefines the Gospel, God, His doctrines into the church. I wish I could spend the entire time on the 1st 2 verses- great reminder of what salvation means and great news for you who wonder if God could ever love/forgive you. They also contain the 1st reason why we are to FIGHT FOR THE FAITH. Look what Jude says. READ Slide 10-11 The reason we fight is because God CALLED us to fight. IT’S THE RESULT OF BEING CALLED INTO RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

GOD
I. FIGHT FOR THE FAITH! WHY?, Jude 1-16
A. God’s Called Us to Fight, Jude 1-2 
1. “called”- kletos; being invited, context- invited by God to join His Kingdom/family, make Him known. 
a. When you understood your need for God’s forgiveness/salvation from your sin/eternal consequences that understanding came from God- He opened your heart/mind, called you, and you accepted/rejected it.
b. When you accepted His call you also accepted the mission to protect the Gospel’s/doctrines’ accuracy and share it with those who need to hear it. Did you hear that?! You’re part of the family business!
God calls us because He chose to love us before He ever created us. Slide 12 Think about that!! Even before you were born, even though He knew you’d disobey Him to the extent you have, He still did what was necessary for your sin to be forgiven. This is a whole other level of love- it’s agape love, biblical love, God-like love!   

2. Believers are “beloved” in God the Father- agapao; perfect passive participle
a. Love- agape; not a feelings based response, but based on a committed choice to do what another needs no matter the pain it might cause the giver.
b. NOT human love- “I’ll do for you if you do for me”.
c. IT’S God-like love, “I’m going to do what you need, you can receive it/reject it, but I’m still going to do it.”
d. What was necessary was God the Son/Jesus taking the punishment meant for you/me on Himself on the cross- He died by taking God’s eternal judgment meant for you/me so we wouldn’t have to.
1) Perfect- past decision with ongoing impact; in other words, He knew He’d have to do this and chose before He created you and continues to love you for eternity.
2) Passive- God chooses to love us of His own will- we don’t do anything to gain His love.
God made the decision to love you, to do what was necessary to save you, and then called you into a relationship with Himself where you join Him in bringing this message to others- “kept for Jesus Christ”. Slide 13

3. Believers are “kept” for Jesus Christ  
a. Kept- tereo; protect, be unharmed or undisturbed; guard one’s possession.
b. Perfect tense- placed in Jesus at salvation and continues to keep you for Jesus today and into the future.
1) “for”- we are His possession, His servants who now live for Him/His mission/He provides, protects.
2) It is a watchful care, conveys a sense of security ensured by God Himself for eternity.
If you’ve never given your life to Jesus God’s calling you to come to Him. Accept His invitation, let Him forgive you, change your life and give you purpose. WARNING- Believer, if you’re bristling against God’s call to protect the gospel/get it out to those in your life you’re bristling against biblical truth and in danger believing/living out unbiblical teaching. As believers we FIGHT FOR THE FAITH because God’s called us to that mission. The other reason we FIGHT FOR THE FAITH is because of those who DISTORT THE FAITH. There’s a lot in these verses so hang in there with me. READ Slide 14-18 Let’s break these verses down. What does Jude mean by “the faith”? 

B. Some Distort the Truth, Jude 3-4  
1. “the faith”- Not just the Gospel message, but all that the Bible teaches; all connected to the Gospel.
a. “contend earnestly”- epagonizomai; intense effort; carries idea of “king of the hill”
b. “once for all handed down”- no more added to the biblical message they received from the apostles.
We stand on the truth of the Gospel/Bible and fight to keep it accurate. We don’t allow wrong teaching to get mixed in by those who knowingly/unknowingly distort the Bible’s message for their own advantage. Today, as in Jude’s day they do it for money, prestige, or just to live how they want to live despite what God says. Jude calls those who did this “certain people who crept into the church” and though they look like believers they are actually “ungodly”. Slide 19

2.  “certain persons”- who are “ungodly”- asebes; those not interested in God/His way of life
a. “crept in”- pareisduno; sneak in, blend in, they act like, but are not 
1) Just because a person calls themselves a Christian/believer/goes to church doesn’t mean they are, READ Slide 20-21 Jesus even said this in Matthew 7:21  
2) False believers who act like believers at church but don’t believe/live as God commands.

b. I call them “false believers” because they could be teachers, but also people in church who influence others with unbiblical opinions/advice, and today some on TV/radio/social media, etc.  
Jude said these false believers promote “licentiousness/denied Jesus”. Slide 22 What does that mean? 

3. Promote “licentiousness and deny Jesus”. 
a. Licentiousness- aselgeia; living without rules; living however you want despite what God has directed. 
1) They believe/teach- since God has forgiven their sin then they can keep on sinning…it’s forgiven.
2) They are rationalizing their sin so they can live how they want to live.
3) Context- primarily seen in the area of sexuality; living outside of how God wants us to live sexually.
4) Their culture was much like ours- sex/sexuality a part every area of life and anything goes.
5) Today some professing believers will say “love is love” so anything goes sexually, all the different alternative lifestyles are OK- God is love, love is love, so their “love” for whoever is OK with God.
6) It’s not just in the area of sexuality/alternative lifestyles, professing believers live all sorts of lifestyles despite what God says- lying, cheating, anger, self- abuse, abuse of others, self-focused decisions. 
Professing believers who live lifestyles like this are “false believers” because they DENY Jesus. Slide 23

b. Deny Jesus- since this isn’t what Jesus/Bible teaches then they’re denying/rejecting Jesus.
1) You can’t be a follower of Jesus/believer and live a lifestyle that rejects Jesus- doesn’t make sense.
2) That makes you Master/Lord of your life when Jesus by God’s calling is your “only Master and Lord”.
OK, now, here’s where I could really lose you if I haven’t already so I need you to hang in there. In vv. 5-16 Jude uses a bunch of OT people/events to remind his readers that God judges false believers and why they need to defend the faith- if they’re allowed to remain they will do a lot of damage to the church. The rest of these verses I’m going to read and quickly summarize. If you have questions about any of these please feel free to set up a time to talk this week. 1st 3 examples of how God will judge those who don’t believe what He says may not be well-known to us but evidently were to his audience. He brings up Israel, demons, and Sodom/Gomorrah. READ Slide 24-28 What’s Jude saying?

C. Disbelief Is Judged by God, Jude 5-7   
1. Those in Israel who disbelieved God were judged- not all who were rescued from Egypt were true believers; the unbelief of some was seen in their disobedience which brought God’s judgment.
a. Destroyed- apollumi; utter destruction but not to cause to cease existing. 
b. God didn’t annihilate those He judged; their souls still existed and were sent to hell.

2. Slide 29 Those angels who followed Satan then possessed men were judged, pre-flood, Gen 6:1-4.
a. “did not keep/domain”- tereo; did not choose to serve God
b. “abandoned/abode”- possessed men who had children with women, generation of incredible wickedness. 
c. God confined those angels/demons in hell already.
After the flood things got really bad again especially in the cities around Sodom/Gomorrah. Slide 30

3. Sodom/Gomorrah didn’t believe God, disobeyed, and God judged/destroyed the people/cities.
a. Gross immorality- ekporneuo; out of control sexual immorality.  
b. Strange flesh- eteros; either homosexuality and/or desiring to be possessed by demons.
These really show how badly God considers disbelief/lifestyles of disobedience! These 3 stand as eternal examples of God’s response to disbelief/disobedience yet these “false believers” Jude is talking about are doing the same. Look what Jude says- IT’S A LONG ONE HANG IN THERE. READ Slide 31-42 Why should true believers fight for the faith? Because false believers are dangerous to the church. Real quickly…

D. False Believers Are Dangerous to the Church, Jude 8-16 
1. They’re arrogant- Their dreams/visions are what they follow/not the Bible, they sin in their actions, they don’t listen to church leadership, they think they can order spirit beings around. Not even Michael, the most powerful angel created, would do that!
2. Slide 43 They’re ignorant- they don’t understand the Bible so don’t understand spiritual things, like Cain/Balaam/Korah they are motivated by self/self-interest.
3. Slide 44 They let people down- out for self, unproductive, undisciplined, erratic- change beliefs often.
4. Slide 45 They use people for their advantage- grumble and find fault in others while promoting self to gain advantage on others.
That’s WHY WE FIGHT FOR THE FAITH. Next week we’re going to talk more about HOW WE FIGHT FOR THE FAITH. Let me ask you a question for you to consider as our TAKEAWAY today. Slide 46

YOU TAKEAWAYS Are you a true believer, false believer, or unbeliever?
1. Slide 47 True believer? Know the Gospel, protect the Gospel, share the Gospel. We’ll talk more about how to do this next week.
2. Slide 48 False believer/unbeliever? Answer God’s invitation to be in relationship with Him and on mission with Him.
A. ADMIT- you’ve sinned and need God’s forgiveness.
B. BELIEVE- Jesus did what needed to be done on the cross.
C. CONFESS- tell God that you believe.
Let me know or fill out a Connect Card and mark on the back that you trusted Christ today.


PODCAST- Jude’s letter could have been written today. Take a listen. Jude 1-16, Matthew 7:21
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