THE 7 CHURCHES OF REVELATION
Smyrna, Revelation 2:8-11
Sunday, July 2, 2023

WE Slide 1 HAPPY 4TH OF JULY SUNDAY!! Encourage recent attenders to come to Chio’s. Our founders did something extreme- they fought the world power for freedom to set up a nation where everyone would eventually be free to live as God directed and to ensure that they gave the power to the people to elect the people they wanted to lead them. Here we are 247 years later, people are free to live as they want, we’ve elected the people we’ve wanted, and we have the society we have. Have you seen the news lately? Drag queens reading to children, children going to drag shows, children surgically disfigured, Pride parades with people celebrating freedom by not wearing clothes chanting “We’re here. We’re queer. We’re coming for your children.” with children in attendance, not to mention uncontrolled crime, murder, etc. Media silencing critics of these things, blaming critics of hate speech, and politicians writing laws to make it illegal to make someone feel bad for living this way. Does it feel like believing and living based on the Bible, is extreme? Slide 2 If not, then either you’re uninformed, incredibly naïve, or have your head in the sand. Whether we know it or not, or like it or not, biblical beliefs and lifestyle is becoming extreme and will continue. We’re being crushed under the weight of a crumbling society. Do you believe God when He says persecution will come? Are you preparing now emotionally/spiritually to handle it as it progresses? Will you respond with Christ-like love looking to make a spiritual impact or in retaliation?
 
THIS WAS THE CHALLENGE for the church at Smyrna. Slide 3 Turn to Revelation 2:8, pg 1226.This is the only church that Jesus doesn’t bring up sin/false teaching. They’re a faithful church and because they are faithful they are experiencing “tribulations, financial hardship, and being lied about” by unbelievers. To me, GP is like this church in that we’re faithful and moving forward we’re going to face pressure from society to approve what’s happening or face harassment, ridicule and if some politicians have their way, legal issues. Here’s some background info on Smyrna. 

BACKGROUND ON SMYRNA
I. THE CITY OF SMYRNA, Revelation 2:8a
A. “smurna”- named after a balsam tree’s sap used for incense, ointments, perfume; crushed sap gave sweet smell. Interesting parallel as we’ll read, the church is experiencing a crushing persecution.
B. Rivaled Ephesus in power, beauty, and influence. 
C. Contained the Temples to Both Roman and Greek Gods/Goddesses Why do I bring this up?
1. People then were like people today- lying, cheating, violent, pursuing self, anything went sexually.
2. It was the gods/religions they developed that gave them permission to live this way.
3. Today we don’t worship gods, we are god of our life- we do what we want, demand others accept it.
4. Others redefine God so He approves their lifestyle. Slide 5 Video: Sparkle Creed Lutheran Church, Edina, MN
Slide 6 Want a god who approves your lifestyle choices? Just redefine it in your image to approve your lifestyle. Sadly, believers get caught up in this if they want to justify a sinful behavior- “I can’t believe God would…” and now you’ve redefined God. These believers aren’t doing this and it’s causing tribulation/affliction. OK a couple more things. 

D. Possibly Started by Paul- Acts 19:10- all who lived in Asia
E. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, was martyred on Saturday, Feb. 23, 155 AD. (40 years after)
1. Student of the Apostle John, possibly the pastor at this time.
2. During the public games, crowd chanted “Away with the atheists; let Polycarp be searched for.” 
3. Christians were considered atheists for not worshiping the gods of Rome, including the emperor. 
4. The Jews even broke the Sabbath and grabbed the wood necessary to burn Polycarp at the stake.
5. Before being burned to death for not rejecting Jesus he said this. Slide 7   
Let’s hear what Jesus has to say to this church. Slide 8-12 As with the other letters this one starts off with a description of Jesus. Jesus is both God and man. He’s the first and last.

GOD
I. DESCRIPTION OF JESUS, Revelation 2:8b
A. The First and the Last- speaks to Jesus’ deity, He is the eternal God
1. Used only by Isaiah (41:4; 44:6; 48:12) and John, Rev. 2:b/22:13; shows Jesus as God of the OT.
2. As God Jesus is the one who created, controls, and will complete all things.
This is important- Revelation is a letter telling how God plans to bring this world to an end. But as we know, He’s not just God, He’s also a man who has suffered tribulation/affliction infinitely more than them/us. Slide 13

B. The One Who Was Dead/Has Come to Life- speaks to Jesus’ humanity
1. Jesus the man who died on the cross for us and then as God had the power to came back to life.
2. Jesus transcends all spiritual/eternal and physical/earthly issues, difficulties, tribulations.
3. Even if they die, as the One who died and rose again, He will raise them from the dead, Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 6:14 Slide 14
Jesus tells them/us He knows their tribulation/poverty and that He’s going to allow more of it. Now that’s an encouraging message! Why would Jesus sit/watch His people not just go through tribulation/affliction from others, but allow more of it? Let’s break this down and see. Slide 15

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH
A. Their Current Tribulation- thlipsis; oppression; crushed beneath a weight; pressing out of grapes/balsam sap for perfume. Not the daily struggles of life, this is from an outside source.
1. The crushing of ridicule/harassment/rejection by family/friends/co-workers, loss of reputation, jobs because they followed Jesus and stopped living like those around them.
2. EX: Seat of Emperor worship- must declare “Caesar is Lord!”- must obey him/his government. But Christians are commanded to only worship God/Jesus! What should they do? Worship one and get in trouble? Worship both and hopefully skate by? EX: media/gov’t telling us what words we can/can’t use and using laws to make sure it happens- i.e., MI Dems- intentional wrong pronoun use, $10,000/fine. 
Jesus also knows that they are poor- and lets them remain poor. Slide 16 Not just poor people becoming believers, but former non-poor people who turned to Christ who lost their jobs, customers due to boycotts, or arrested/killed.

B. Their Poverty (but they are rich)- ptocheia; dirt poor, destitute, extreme poverty.
1. Financially poor but spiritually rich- spiritually mature, like Jesus in character/commitment.
2. Their being crushed resulted in being more like Jesus. One reason why Jesus allowed this.
3. THIS IS THE POINT OF OUR LIVES ON EARTH- to be conformed to the image of Jesus and whatever is used to make that happen is good. If we don’t get it we’ll struggle spiritually.
It wasn’t just Gentile friends/family crushing them, but their Jewish friends/family were slandering them. Slide 17

C. They Were Slandered- Blasphemy of the Jews/Synagogue of Satan
1. Jews who rejected Jesus and continued in their man-made religion of Judaism.
2. Blasphemy- slander; spread lies; cannibals- communion, immoral- holy kiss, anti-family- division if one spouse came to Christ, atheists- didn’t believe in gods, unpatriotic- didn’t worship emperor. Not that the unbelievers thought these things were wrong but they knew Jesus taught against these things.
3. Jesus called these Jews- Slide 18 A Synagogue of Satan Wow! That’s harsh of Jesus!
a. It simply means a person/group are not obeying God and by not obeying they are working against Him.
b. You and I side with Satan when we choose to disobey God in any area of life.
Then Jesus adds that there will be an additional, 10-day increase in persecution motivated by the devil. Slide 19

D. Their Coming Tribulation
1. A 10-day period of devil-inspired, increased persecution. History tells us that around this time…
a. Emperor Domitian- made it a capital offense to refuse to offer yearly sacrifice to the emperor.
b. Many Christians faced execution and could have been what got Polycarp killed.
Though this is a devil-inspired persecution it’s still Jesus allowing it to happen. Why would He do that? Not only did it bring spiritual growth, but Jesus says He’s allowing it for their “testing”. Slide 20

2. For their testing- peirazo; either good or bad depending on one allowing it
a. Satan meant it for bad but Jesus takes the bad and uses it for good. 
b. It’s good- their crushing not only brought spiritual growth it did so because it proved who was truly saved. 
c. Jesus used “tribulation” in Mark 4:17- Sower/Seed for the rocky soil/tribulations caused the gospel to not take root in a person. Slide 21-23
d. God knows what’s in a person’s the heart/testing shows the person what’s in their heart/they’re trusting in.
e. Not only that but unbelievers always take notice, too; let’s not forget sharing our faith.
With the news of coming tribulation Jesus tells them how to face the tribulation. Keep doing what you’ve been doing… Slide 24

III. COMMANDS OF JESUS
A. Do Not Fear! Fear is a natural first response to persecution, but don’t settle there.
1. Jesus is the First/Last- He’s God who is working out His plan, persecution is part of His plan/as man He’s suffered for you so He knows how to get you through it.
2. Remember- the crush of persecution proves one’s trust in Jesus.
Then He commands them to Be Faithful! Just keep doing what you’ve already been doing! Slide 25 

B. Be Faithful!- Present middle imperative- keep on being faithful no matter what, even if it means death.
1. The natural thing to do is stop doing whatever it is that’s bringing the tribulation/persecution, but Jesus is saying, “No! Keep doing what I’ve told you to do.”    
2. Faithful to what? Slide 26 What was it that they were doing that they should continue doing?
a. Be faithful to Jesus and what He calls His followers to do, how to live, how to impact society.
b. What the NT tells us- time with God in His Word/prayer, worshiping weekly with church family, serving your church family, and sharing Jesus with those who need Him.
Their mission, our mission, doesn’t change just because there is persecution. We keep faithful to what He’s called us to and trust Him with the outcome, even it if means our death. This is why Jesus closes out with His promises. It’s always interesting to me that whenever the Bible talks about persecution it encourages believers with what we have to look forward to- eternity with God. Jesus does that again here. Slide 27 

IV. PROMISE OF JESUS
A. The Crown of Life to the Faithful Believer- probably better translated “the crown that is life”
1. Jesus is the first/last/the One who came to life so He is the One who gives life.
2. True believers will be faithful- ears to hear…and will obey.
Those who are faithful are those who will overcome this world and eternity in hell. Slide 28

B. Overcomers Won’t Be Hurt by the Second Death- the final death in the lake of fire, 
1. Overcomes- vikao; present tense- a lifestyle of obedience, victory over the world, the flesh and the devil; to win in the face of obstacles, victor, conquer, prevail 
2. “will not”- in Greek this is an emphasized negative- absolutely will not be hurt by the second death.
3. 2nd death- eternal death in the lake of fire, Revelation 20:14-15 Slide 29-30 
As I said at the beginning, Slide 31 as our society progresses downward true believers will look more extreme so it’s important we hear the message Jesus has for church at Smyrna. How can we face our coming persecution fearlessly and faithfully? Slide 32 As the BAND comes to close our service, let me summarize our TAKEAWAYS with 3 words- COMMIT, PREPARE, and RESPOND. Slide 33

YOU TAKEAWAYS 
1. COMMIT now to obey Jesus now and no matter what might come in the future. I have a list of news reports just from this week of how social media influencers, Hollywood actors, social activists, and politicians are attempting to censor biblical truths, make them hate speech, and even make them illegal to express. You need to determine now that you’ll be faithful to Jesus before you personally face persecution. 

2. Slide 34 PREPARE- learn what’s happening and how to respond. Find some politically conservative news outlets to balance the local TV/cable news. Read books on the social/political issues.
· Daily Wire, Daily Caller, Breitbart, Not the Bee
· Christianity and Wokeness, Owen Strachan
· No Reason to Hide, Irwin Lutzer

3. Slide 35 RESPOND (not on Facebook) by being faithful to what Jesus has called us to do- obey Him, love those believing society’s lies, and stand up for what’s right including voting for policies/people who support biblical values. August 8 vote to make it harder to pass a constitutional amendment in response to Planned Parenthood/ACLU/abortion activists trying to make abortion up to birth a constitutional right in the November election. Vote August 8 and in November.


PODCAST- How to respond to a crumbling society. Revelation 2:8-11; 20:14-15; Romans 2:28-29
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