Title: Seven—Ephesus 
Text: Revelation 2: 1-7

Intro: Good morning! I am super excited to be kicking off our brand new series 7. Looking at the 7 churches of revelation. I have been looking forward to this series for a while. Anyone love church/biblical history/history? I do and today they all come together in this series. Questions for you though. Anyone have performance reviews at work? Maybe yearly or a mid year one? How’d it go? Now I haven’t had a mid year one yet, please don’t remind Harald, but we did have an end of year one in December and as His favorite full time employee it went really well. Do you feel like you’re doing all the right things but nothing’s happening. Doing the work, studying the word, knowing doctrine but it feels empty? Maybe it’s time for a performance review. What do I mean? Well a review is supposed to be helpful, let you know what’s going well, and where you can improve and if its done well tell you how to improve. Today we are gong to see Christ starting performance reviews for seven different churches, He even uses our format. Good, bad and how to improve. As we see Jesus give these churches a performance review I want you to look at our church and your own personal life and spend the next seven weeks seeing if we are doing good or if we need to improve and then let’s improve and get better. 


Background of the Letters: These letters were written by John the Apostle while He was exiled on the Isle of Patmos. These letters were written to seven literal local churches, (2) (Elaborate on the campuses) that is local bodies of believers in seven different cities. The order the letters are in is in order of the mail route of that time. (3-4)  So each church was going to read the letters written to every church. You’ll notice several interesting things about each letter as well. In every letter you will see that Jesus is the Author of the letter, You will see that Jesus is the Answer to the churches problem and you will see that Jesus is the Authority of each church. As we study about these churches we see one of the main thrusts of each passage is to teach us more about Jesus. More about who He is, how He operates, more about His person and as we gain more knowledge and grow our relationship with Him it allows us to better obey Him. The entire book of revelation (even though we aren’t studying that now) is all about knowing more about God. The prophecy shows us more about who God is. These letters show us more about who He is. Like you will see more about Christ in each letter. It’s also super amazing to me to see history/church history and the Bible all intersect here. We learn from the Bible and history about the cities and then we see the problems and vices that each city faces and how the church is susceptible to that as well. Now I want you to remember these are literal churches back in Bible times, and some people see some prophetic parallels to the American church history, some of those parallels fall short when you include countries outside the US. You see the Bible and these letters have application for our churches but weren’t necessarily written with the American church in mind. I do want you to see that like these churches we have cultural influences and that we need to recognize those and recognize the problem within our own lives and our own churches and take care of them before its too late. 

Background of the City:  The Word Ephesus means desirable and it was a desirable place to live. It was one of the largest port cities in the ancient world with major roads heading in three different directions. In Acts chapter 18-19 Paul planted the church of Ephesus. Paul spent 2-3 years there and as people started getting saved they stopped buying idols and burned their books about idol worship. Now Ephesus had a major industry in selling idols and the likes. People getting saved tanked the economy so much that the idol sales men started a riot. Because the city was getting saved and seeing revival it made the wicked salespeople angry, it literally upset their economy.  The Church was mentioned a lot in the Bible to Pastor Timothy in Ephesians and 1 Timothy, we see John the apostle there, Apollos who was trained by Aquila and Priscilla. This was a church that had a lot of people pouring into them and doing at least at one point in time a lot of great things for God. The City was a city that was probably very wealthy. They had an amphitheater that seated around 50k the city was addicted to entertainment and sensuality. All about pleasure and sex. Temple to Diana (Artemis) the sex goddess. The temple to Diana was one of the seven wonders of the world.

 In every letter that we look at we see a unique susceptibility to the culture or context of the city that the church is in. 

Outline: 

I. The One (1) (Slide 5-6) 
· . As we jump into looking at this first church let’s look at verse one and identify some of what the verse is talking about who the letter is written too. 

Angel: This is the Pastor/Elder/Bishop—The leader of the local church at Ephesus. Angel meaning messenger not Celestial being. Messenger because the Pastor is God’s messenger bring God’s message to the people. 
Golden lampstands: This refers to the seven churches. 
The One: This is Christ. This is where we see Him as the author of the message to the churches. Its sort of like He’s doing a check in with them, a performance review so to speak. 

App: Its not necessarily a bad thing either, oftentimes we joke about Corinthians getting a letter and how bad the letter to the American church would be, but getting a letter isn’t bad. It gives them a chance to check in with the Creator, the one who died for the church, the foundation the church is built on. It let’s them know where they can improve, and that’s what the Christian life is all about, improvement! None of us are perfect but its about getting better! So as we study these churches use it as a moment to examine our church but even more importantly yourself. Make none of the negative things we bring out are present in your life and figure out how they can be fixed. 

· The Bible describes Jesus as the one who holds the seven stars, this phrase is both a warning and comfort at the same time. It shows His power, possession and control over the church. This reminds the pastors/churches that ultimately Christ is providing for His church. Christ is responsible for growing His church. As the one who hold them, Christ will provide for and protect His church and His messengers but the messengers/pastors need to be submissive and dependent on the Lord for all that is needed in ministry. Are you submissive and dependent on God for all that is needed in your life/our churches life? 
· We see Christ walking along side of. This gives the idea of Him being in the midst of the churches, being there for them and there with them. Walking with them means he’s not just present in their lives but actively involved in ministry. He provides for our needs, and is there to fellowship and comfort us when needed. This is super exciting. It’s also a note of warning as well. Christ is constantly with us walking with us, its like that little kid question. Would you do that if Jesus is in the room, well He is. He’s constantly with us and He knows what is going on in His church. 

App: Christ is the one who knows. We say here often “Lord Knows” about many things. But He really does. He knows the needs of our church, our families, He knows where we are struggling, where we need to get better. He’s there to protect and provide and care for us! 

II. The Good (2-3, 6) (Slide 7-10) 
· Verse two opens with showing us Christ’s knowledge. His omniscience—it means He knows everything. It shows His interest and His evaluation over His church. (notice I keep saying His church, since we just saw that Jesus hold us in His hands we are going to see that this is His and not our own.) These are pretty heavy words though right? This sounds great to those that are living life God’s way, a sign of approval, but to those living unjustly it sounds dreadful. Think of the churches reaction to reading this letter, think of our reaction if a letter was sent and Christ was giving us a personal evaluation, How would we do? How would you do? 
· He’s evaluating their works, He knows what they have done. The word here means deed (ergon) it refers to a deed or action or task, official task, and achievements and accomplishments. It gives us the idea that was an active church. They were doing things for the Lord. 
· Toils (kopos) is a toil or labor to the point of weakness, it shows the depth of their toil for the Lord. This wasn’t nothing right? Their endeavors to promote and glorify God. 
· Perseverance—the word here means to remain under pressure. Its giving the idea of being crushed. This word explains the extent of their ability to be able to maintain under pressure over the long haul. It stressed the extent of their labor where toils expresses the degree of their labor. It helps you see how hard this church was working. 
App: This church was working hard for God and Jesus recognized that. Are you working hard for God? Are you serving at all? Are you remaining even when things get tough. Maybe its time to tacke the next step, maybe its time to step up in a bigger way, maybe its time to sacrifice something else for the cause of Christ. What would Jesus performance review say about our churches work and yours individually? 

· They cannot tolerate evil men. They can’t endure or put up with them at all. Obviously the Bible tells us that when someone sins, a brother or sister in Christ that we want to restore them if possible, but sometimes there’s times where do to unrepentant sin, that we have to cut fellowship or we have to tell them hard things as followers of Christ. (One of the hardest things to do as a pastor, telling someone they aren’t living God’s way) The Ephesian church had refused to allow apostasy and immorality into their church. 
· Testing those that call themselves apostles. I love this. They are testing those that are saying they are sent by God to be leadership, elders, pastors, they are verifying what they are teaching was God’s Word! They were testing their doctrinal belief, their lifestyle. 
App: You should be verifying what is taught, reading and studying God’s Word and making sure what we’re saying. I would hate for your whole belief system to be built on well Jason said so. I want it to be built on God said so, like the church at Ephesus. 
· Verse 3 is a summary of their perseverance. They have made it for the sake of Christ’s name. That’s why we do it right? For the cause of Christ, to promote His name and glorify Him. 
· Verse 6 give one more commendation of this church. They hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans. Now scholars differ on what exactly the Nicolaitans were. Some say they were followers of a church leader named Nicolas who apostatized . Some say they were similar in belief to the beliefs of Balaam, some believed it was a heresy that gave Christian license to live however you wanted or a heresy that essentially took over some churches leadership. The exact beliefs for us don’t matter as we know God was against it and the church at Ephesus was too. The church at Ephesus took a strong stand against heresy and God commended them for doing so. 
App: God wants us to talk a strong stand against false teaching. Do you know your Bible well enough to know what is false teaching? Just like all good performance reviews he mentions the good and now we have the negative points. 

III. The Bad (4-5) (Slide 11-12) 
· So this church is kind of crushing it right? But no matter how many things seemed to be going right, Jesus still saw an area in their life where they weren’t killing it. Where things weren’t going quite as well as maybe they thought. They were guilty of a sin that can be hard for us to detect. The outside appearance showed everything going well, but in their hearts… the Bible says they lost their first love. This is like a spouse saying He it doesn’t seem like you love me as much today as you did when we first got married. They loved Jesus more when they first got saved than they do now.  People would say they “fell out of love”. They lost their spiritual vitality the reason for serving. Their love for Christ. Remember Ephesus, like our culture, was an entertainment driven culture. They got so caught up in the things that they were doing, the Bible studies, the doctrine, defending doctrine, serving God, that they forgot about God! We can do the same exact thing, we slip into a mundane routine of service that we forget the life and vitality that a relationship with Christ brings. You see this church at one point loved God so much it motivated them to serve. It motivated them to do amazing things for Him and that yielded a ton of fruit. But they eventually got so enamored with the work and the results of that work that they forgot about the love for Christ. The things that should have been fueling all of that. Do we get so busy working in ministry that we forget to worship? Or more than that Do we forget that our work is worship? Worship isn’t just the music we listen to, but its actually the service that we do for the Lord! Sometimes our work for the Lord just becomes a merit badge for us. It becomes all about look at what I can do! Listen we already saw that it was a good thing they were serving. And not only that it was a good thing that they persevered through hard times, business, problems and trials and they pushed on served as much and they could and did amazing things for the Lord, but they lacked love for Christ. 
· Don’t lose your love for Christ in your zeal to serve Him. It’s important both to serve Him and love Him not just one of those two things. 
· So what’s the solution? 

IV. The Solution (5,7) (Slide 13-15)
· Remember—That is reflect. Think back on. Remember the way the relationship with Christ used to be. We look back as a way to look back on ourselves, it’s very hard to confess sin if we are not looking at ourselves. Have you lost your joy in serving the Lord? Perhaps we have lost our devotion to Christ in our work for Him. 
· Repent—(Metanoew) The words mean to change your mind or purpose. That is literally. It means to recognize our previous position as wrong and change and move forward on a new path. Do you recognize that you have lost your first love? If so repent, change and fix your relationship with God! This is a single decisive act. You have to choose to repent of the sin and change your relationship and return to Christ. I can’t do that for you. It’s an individual response that affects the whole church. What do I mean? Think about it for a minute. The whole church didn’t hold a vote that they were going to keep serving but they were all going to lose their love for God. It would’ve been a slow fade. People are working serving God and slowly they maybe stop spending time with God as often, they do a Bible study but they aren’t praying, maybe they get busy and don’t go to church or don’t serve as often, maybe they aren’t with their church family for whatever reason, the church as a whole was still doing work, begrudgingly, out of necessity, but the love and excitement and exuberance in your relationship with God is not at the forefront, God wants you to repent if that’s you, He wants you to go back to Him. Again it wasn’t the whole church but a majority of it. Don’t let this be us. 
· Repeat—Do what you did at first. You know sometimes you have to go back in a relationship and you have to rekindle it a little bit. Do the same things. Do the things you did at first. Which means those things that were at the beginning of your Christian life, when you were a new Christian but it also means those things that are most important to you. (Talk about Fuse and Matt 22:37, love God love people and that you cannot have anything in your life holding you back from loving God) Sometimes we lose our first love for God because something else has become our first love. Our job, a relationship, sports, an activity, vacations, your hobby, if its keeping you from the things God wants you to do you aren’t loving God with your heart, soul and Mind. Therefore, He isn’t your first love. Get rid of the things holding you back or re prioritize God as being your first love. Sometimes in order to do this, it means you have to sacrifice something, maybe a relationship, maybe a hobby, maybe you need to find a new job. It’s a sacrifice to make our love for God the most important thing. What are the first things? The simple things that God commands all of us to do in life. Bible reading, spending time with God in prayer, being with your church family and serving them and sharing the gospel. If anything is keeping you from doing those things or is more important than those things, than it’s a problem and you need to fix that. 

App: Why? Why does Christ need to be our first love? If they don’t return to their first love their lampstand was going to be removed. What’s that mean. Their witness was going to be removed. Lost love equals lost light. The Church of Ephesus does not stand today, their light wasn’t just dimmed but completely snuffed out. The Bible in verse 7 says to Him who overcomes. Jesus is talking about those who overcome, basically those that return to their first love and preserver through hardship and persecution and trials, would be able to partake of the tree of life in heaven. This isn’t a works based salvation, or you need to work to keep your salvation but rather a reward for their faithfulness in heaven. Are you being faithful, obviously the church in Ephesus as a whole wasn’t faithful and the church as a whole lost their light, lost their witness, now that doesn’t mean they lost their salvation or that every individual stopped serving the Lord, but we see these happen today, we see churches lose their love for God and slowly die and lose their light in a community. Don’t let that be us as individuals, this is something we have to actively combat. 

Conclusion: (as the band heads up here) Today we looked at Christ’s first performance evaluation, A church that worked hard, so hard, was doctrinally sound, but they lost their first love for God. Other things became more important to them than their lost for God. Don’t let this happen to us! Don’t let something become more important than your love for God! If you get nothing else from this today get these takeaways. 

Takeaways: (Slide 16-20)
1. Serving God and our church family is important. Christ gives high regard to the church in Ephesus for their faithfulness to serve. No matter what they worked hard. 
2. Know what you believe. Sound doctrine and verifying what their leaders were teaching was of huge importance to this church. Christ gave props for this too. Make sure you know what you believe. It’s hugely important. 
3. Do a performance review. This is kind of a weird one right? At first most of us are motivated by our excitement and our love for God and what He has done for us. Are you still? Are you spending time with God? Ask Him to point out sin and false motives. Is your love for God your first priority in your life. It should be the highest and most important thing. Check your motivations. 
4. Love God. Return to your first love, rekindle your love for God, choose to love Him more than anything else. Maybe that means you have to give up something or sacrifice something. 

What would God’s performance review be of our church? What would it be of your life? 

