EZEKIEL
Strange Stories: Dry Bones and 2 Sticks, Ezekiel 37
Sunday, June 18, 2023

WE Slide 1 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! You’re already thinking about lunch so we’re going to get right to it. We’re WRAPPING up this quick series in Ezekiel looking at some strange things God asked Ezekiel to do to let the Jewish exiles in Babylon know what God’s plans are for Israel. God used Babylon to discipline Israel for not keeping their end of the contract and rejecting Him- worshiping the gods of other nations and living as they did. But He’s not done…there’s still HOPE. Ezekiel 33-48 contains the plans for God’s RESTORATION of Israel PHYSICALLY as a NATION and SPIRITUALLY as INDIVIDUALS so He can use them to bring salvation to us through faith in Jesus Christ. One of the best known prophecies related to this is the vision of the DRY BONES COMING TO LIFE in Ezekiel 37, pg. 866. Before we get started we need to understand something. Slide 2

WE NEED TO GET THIS!- God’s eternal plan of salvation seems like it’s taking an eternity to accomplish, but it will be accomplished. He started when Adam/Eve sinned 8-10K years ago, it’s still going on through us, and will continue until the events of Revelation are completed. OK, background info! Slide 3

BACKGROUND INFO- To understand Ezekiel’s prophecy we have to remember some things.
1. God initiated a relationship with Abraham, who’s descendants become Israel, to accomplish this plan- Jesus Christ. This was 1500+ years before Ezekiel- =/- 2000 before Jesus, and around 4000 years before us.
2. He made promises to Abraham that He’s committed to fulfilling; He ALWAYS fulfills His promises no matter how long.
3. The promise related to Ezekiel’s prophecy is the land- have to have land to be a nation. Slide 4
a. God promised to make a great nation from Abraham whose land would stretch from Egypt/Persian Gulf/Lebanon.
b. Slide 5 Israel has never occupied anything larger than what they occupy today.
c. In Ezekiel’s day Babylon destroyed Jerusalem/temple/people scattered throughout the nations around them. 

EZEKIEL 37- God describes Israel as very dry bones piled in a valley, hopeless, completely cut off from God/promises. But God ALWAYS FULFILLS His promises even ones made 1000’s of years earlier, there is always hope with God. Here’s what happens. READ Ezekiel 37:1-10 Slide 6-13 What is God saying? 2 things are happening here- 1st God’s promising to RESTORE Israel PHYSICALLY back to the land He promised Abraham. 

GOD A PROPHECY OF HOPE- God Will Restore Israel Nationally and Spiritually, Ezekiel 37:1–28
I. VISION of the Dry Bones, Ezekiel 37:1-14 
A. Physical Restoration- The Nation Restored to the Land, vv. 1-10.
1. “dry bones”- refers to the physical condition of the nation- dead, dried up, and broken into pieces; Jerusalem/the temple destroyed, no stone left on another/people scattered throughout nations.
Ezekiel’s commanded to call for “breath” to come into the bones.

2. “breath”- ruah; breath, wind, spirit, not God’s Spirit/v. 14, promise of life back in the nation/make Israel a nation again.
3. “sinews-flesh-skin”- God will restore Israel step by step. Slide 14 This starts in Ezekiel’s lifetime.
a. 3 returns from exile, 1st decree- Cyrus the Great/Persia 538 BC: Zerubbabel/Ezra/Nehemiah 
Here’s some interesting details about the prophet Daniel- lived in Babylon at the same time as Ezekiel.
1) Daniel served Cyrus the Great of Persia who conquered Babylon.
2) Daniel read Jeremiah’s writings, (9:1-2) exile to last 70 years in Daniel’s/Ezekiel’s lifetime.
Jeremiah prophesying in Jerusalem, writes down what he says and sends it off to the exiles to read. Here’s the coolest detail I think- if the exiles kept the writings of the prophets then…
3) Daniel probably told Cyrus of Isaiah’s prophecy- 150 yrs before, that he would rebuild Jerusalem, Isaiah 44:28
Slide 15 But, as you see on the map, with those returns Israel only lived in a small area around Jerusalem and up to 1948 Israel was controlled by other nations. In 1948 after WWII/holocaust… Slide 16

b. 1948- UN declared Israel a sovereign nation, given the land we know today as Israel. Slide 17
c. As of 2022 Slide 18 3.4+ million Jews have returned since 1948- total pop. of 9.7 mil.
NOTE: These are a partial fulfillment of God’s promise because they still aren’t in the land God promised Abraham, not all Jews are back in Israel, and definitely not all Jews believe in Jesus. MOVING ON- Ezekiel does as he’s commanded and the nation comes to life and stands there, but they are not restored to God relationally. God has to do something spiritually to make that happen which can only happen on an individual basis since being restored to God/salvation is always personal, never national. That’s what Ezekiel explains next. READ Ezekiel 37:11-14. Slide 19-23 God will put His Spirit in them, speaking of SPIRITUAL RESTORATION.

B. Spiritual Restoration- The Nation Restored to the LORD, vv. 11-14
1. The people realize their spiritual condition- bones dried up, hopeless, completely cut off from God.
But God doesn’t want them to be hopeless because He’s still working His eternal plan.
2. God promises to open their “graves”. 
a. Not referring to the rapture of the church, this is a prophecy for Israel, not Christians.
b. Not referring to the bones as they were lying on the ground in a valley.
c. “graves”- plural; referring to the spiritual condition of individual Jews; spiritually dead.

3. Then God says Slide 24 “I will put My Spirit within you”.
a. God will give them spiritual life- this happens after Jesus dies/rises/sends the Holy Spirit.
b. Each Jewish person who accepts Jesus as LORD/Savior is a partial fulfillment of this prophecy.
c. According to the Apostle Paul that decision makes them a true Jew, Slide 25-27 Romans 2:28-29
Once they have spiritual life, are restored in their relationship with God, then God says He will “place them on their own land.” Slide 28

4. God will place “them” on their own land- all believing Jews will be in the land God promised.
a. Problem- Israel occupies a small area of the total land promised.
b. Problem- “Christian”- only 15,000+ Jewish believers in Israel today. Jerusalem Post, 2022
What Ezekiel is prophesying hasn’t happened yet. So, when does God give believing Jews the entire area of land He promised to Abraham? That’s where God has Ezekiel go next. I’ll summarize the Illustration of the 2 Sticks quickly and then move on to the answer. SUMMARIZE Ezekiel 37:15-23 Slide 29

II. Illustration of the 2 Sticks, Ezekiel 37:15-23  
A. Take 2 Sticks- write “Judah and for the sons of Israel, his companions” on one and “Joseph the stick of Ephraim and all the house of Israel, his companions” on the other.
B. Tie Them Together- make one stick, carry them around so people ask you what you’re doing.
C. Explanation What is God saying? Slide 30
1. God’s promising to bring Israel back into the land from the nations- they continue to return to Israel.
2. They will be one nation with one king reigning over them.
3. They will no longer worship idols or live in disobedience to God.
4. God will deliver them from their sin, cleanse them.
5. They will be His people and He will be their God.
Not since King Solomon, 900 BC, has Israel been one nation with one king. Today they are a nation but no king. God must be referring to something that is in our future still. Let’s see if we can connect the dots. READ Ezekiel 37:24-28 Slide 31-34 Is God saying King David is going to rise from the dead to reign? How could David reign again and when would that happen? Slide 35 There are 3 theories of how King David could reign again.

III. Prophecy of King David’s Return, Ezekiel 37:24-28
A. David Will Be King Over Them, v. 24
1. Option #1- King David raised from the dead, Jeremiah 30:9; Daniel 12:14; God calls him “prince” meaning someone is the King- Jesus so he’ll reign but Jesus will reign over him.
2. Option #2- a human descendant of David 
3. Option #3- Jesus Christ who is in the line of David and called the “Son of David” in the NT.
I’ll leave you to study this and decide who God’s referring to, but when will this happen? Slide 36 Stick with me- it could only happen in what the Book of Revelation calls the 1000 year reign of Jesus Christ on earth- we call it the Millennial Kingdom. You can read about it in Revelation 20.

B. Referring to the 1000-year reign of Jesus, Revelation 20
1. They will be in the land, multiplying freely, and live there forever.
2. There will be a covenant of peace forever.
3. “My sanctuary”- there will be a reconstructed temple.
4. God will dwell with them.
5. The nations, non-Jewish believers, will know God is LORD.
END TIMES CHART- Let me throw this chart up that might help explain it better. Slide 37

C. End Times- Revelation 20
1. Holy Spirit sent/Church Age begins- Romans 11 Israel set aside, “time of the Gentiles”
2. Rapture of the Church- Jewish and non-Jewish believers are taken out of the world by Jesus
3. The Tribulation- anti-Christ/one world gov’t in power, only non-believers enter, people including Jewish people will turn to Jesus and most killed by the anti-Christ.
Some believers, primarily Jewish believers, will live and when Jesus physically returns to destroy the anti-Christ, 2nd Coming, and sets up His 1000-yr reign they will be the ones who populate the world.

4. Christ’s 1000-yr Reign- believing Jews will populate the earth thus all believing Israel will occupy the land promised to Abraham.
a. Daniel 12:14 all OT followers of God from will be raised to live in the land.
b. If true, Abraham will personally experience the fulfillment of God’s promise.
How’s that for a Father’s Day message?! I’m exhausted- time for a Father’s Day nap! Slide 38 What can we take from what we’ve learned?

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Believer- Be faithful to bring God’s message of hope- forgiveness/relationship! It may seem like God’s taking an eternity to work His plan, but He is working. He will fulfill His promises and so like Ezekiel we need to be obedient and experience the privilege of bringing hope to those in our lives.

2. Slide 39 Unbeliever- There’s still time so there’s still hope. You may be feeling emotionally dried up, hopeless, cut off from God but you can experience the spiritual life and hope that was promised to Israel. Here’s how God put it to the Apostle Paul. Slide 40-42
· Ephesians 2:1, 4-5, 8-9
· Admit, Believe, Confess


PODCAST: There’s Still Time So There’s Still Hope- a Lesson from Ezekiel’s Dry Bones, Ezekiel 37:1-28; Romans 2:28-29; Ephesians 2:1-10
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