EZEKIEL
Strange Stories- A Hole in the Wall and Death of a Wife
Sunday, June 11, 2023

WE Slide 1 DON’T RECORD EXCITING NEWS- 1) Jason- full-staff and 2) Community playground going in- THIS IS A MINISTRY TOOL! Families- invite others to join you for play dates. Thanks for faithfully giving- things are a little tighter than we’d like but like we all do at home we’re watching our spending. EO3- O/A giving is also behind but we’ve saved up a good chunk, do a lot of the work ourselves, so we’re moving forward on those plans. We knew this year would be a challenge but we took a step of faith and believe God will be faithful to provide. Just a friendly reminder since it’s vacation time to remain faithful to the financial commitments we’ve made to the LORD/His church here at GP. If you consider GP your home church but aren’t giving we’d encourage you to do so; members- you’ve voluntarily committed to doing so, so thank you for being faithful to your commitment! START RECORDING

EVERY CAREER PATH thinks they have it the hardest/most unappreciated- teachers, nurses, truckers, trades people, first responders, but none of those people have it as hard as I have it today. I have to give you the spiritual truth/application from Ezekiel digging a hole through the wall of his house and the death of his wife. Slide 2 2 more of the strange events that God had Ezekiel experience as he explained to the Jews in Babylon, WHY and HOW God was disciplining the Jews back in Judah/Jerusalem. Slide 3
1. The Why- for hundreds of years Israel rejected God/failed to keep their end of contract they made with Him. 
a. God said He would provide/protect if they would represent Him and through them bring salvation- Jesus Christ.
b. God said He would discipline them if they misrepresented Him by disobeying Him, including using other nations as a discipline tool…they agreed to the contract to have Him as their God.
c. Almost immediately they allowed the world around them to influence them.
d. After 100’s of years of rejecting God, as a nation, God brought His promised discipline. How? This time…

2. Slide 4 The How- God used Babylon to discipline Judah by allowing them to conquer Judah and TWICE exile Jews to Babylon. Again the Jews failed to repent/return to God, so He would have Babylon lay siege to Jerusalem ONE LAST TIME before moving on to His next phase of rehabilitating Israel so they can be used to bring salvation to mankind. We’ll talk about that next week.

LAST WEEK- Slide 5 Ezekiel acted out the COMING siege to the exiles around whom he lived. TODAY he’s going to act out 2 more things related to the END of the siege. In 2 Timothy 3 God says all Scripture is from Him and profitable for teaching, convicting, correcting, and training in how to do life God’s way so let’s get into this and see what God has for us and how we can apply what we learn. After the 430 days of the first prophecy God shows up again while Ezekiel is sitting with the exiled Jewish leaders and gives him another vision. In the vision, Ezekiel 8-11, Ezekiel is taken to the temple in Jerusalem to see how they violated the temple. SUMMARIZE Ezekiel 8-11 Slide 6

GOD
I. THE VISION OF THE TEMPLE, Ezekiel 8-11 
A. The Temple Decorated with Idols of Other Nations- idol of jealousy was the most prominent, they were jealous of the other nations.
B. The City’s Leaders Led the Worship of These God- they didn’t think God could see them. 
C. Women Were Crying to Tammuz- god of the harvest to provide, they were starving due to the siege.
D. They Worshiped/Lived Like the People around Them. 
1. The people were violent/involved in prostitution/sacrificed their children, while using His temple. 
2. They misrepresented God- other nations believed Israel’s God approved of this wrong lifestyle.
Just like some Christians today reject God by chasing after what people today worship, sacrificing themselves/their children to those things, the Jewish people rejected God and chose to be like the people around them. After the vision was over Ezekiel was commanded to tell the elders what he saw- it was time for God to bring His final discipline upon Jerusalem. Here’s what God told Ezekiel to do and why he was to do it. READ EZEKIEL 12:1-16 Slide 7-18 Ezekiel was to act out how the “prince” King Zedekiah would attempt to escape Jerusalem.

II. THE HOLE IN THE WALL, Ezekiel 12:1-16
A. Zedekiah Dug a Hole through the Wall to Escape, confirmed by Jeremiah who was there (39:1-10)
B. He Would Be Caught, Son’s Killed in Front of Him, Blinded, Brought to Babylon  
C. God Gives Specific Details Which Ezekiel Acts Out- All Come True.  
1. All of this done so “they may know that I am the LORD.” He wants them to come back to Him.
2. LORD- Yahweh; self-existing, infinite, personal God of Israel..
Slide 19 From Ezekiel 13-24 God has Ezekiel explain the CERTAINTY of the judgment- “You think it’s not going to happen, or it’s a false prophecy, but it’s going to happen!” and God’s RIGHTEOUSNESS in bringing the judgment as he details Israel’s sins. SUMMARIZE Ezekiel 13-23 Slide 20

III. THE SINS OF ISRAEL, Ezekiel 13-23
A. False Prophets/Prophetesses- gave prophecies from their own heart, used witchcraft/magic charms.
B. Spiritual Prostitution- Israel gave herself to other gods who could not protect/provide.
C. Defiled the Sabbaths- failed to worship God as God commanded.
D. Sacrificed Their Children to Those False Gods
At the end of chapter 24 right before Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to Jerusalem God says this to Ezekiel. READ EZEKIEL 24:15-27 Slide 21-29 Things like this make the book of Ezekiel one of the most difficult books of the Bible- God allows Ezekiel’s wife to die as an illustration of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem!! Probably not the first book a new believer, or someone who hasn’t taken time to study out the OT, should read, but we’re getting into it. Slide 30

IV. THE DEATH OF EZEKIEL’S WIFE, Ezekiel 24:15-27
A. Exiles Didn’t Care about Her Death- wanted to know what it meant for them.
B. Slide 31 What Ezekiel’s Wife Was to Him, the Temple Was to God/Jews.
1. God called the temple- “My sanctuary”; it was special to God as the place where He was to meet with His people.
a. It’s where God was to meet with His people.
b. It was to teach people, Jews & Gentiles, about God’s awesome attributes.
c. Now it was dedicated to other gods.
d. Though precious to God His people defiled it and it must be destroyed.

2. Slide 32 It was the “pride of the people’s power”., the desire of your eyes, the delight of your soul.
a. They were proud of the temple they built- it was more beautiful than any other temple, no one would ever destroy it.
1) Strange theology- the exiles believed that as long as the temple stood there was hope that God would bring them back to the land even though they rejected God. 
2) Their trust/security wasn’t in a relationship with God but in the presence of the temple.

b. “desire of your eyes”- how Ezekiel looked at his wife, the Jews looked at the temple.
c. “delight of your soul”- they longed to go back to Jerusalem and be in their temple.
Sadly, the temple became what the people worshiped, not the God it taught them about, but now the life of the temple, the city, and the people would end just as Ezekiel’s wife’s life had ended. Slide 33

C. The Temple, Jerusalem, and the People Would Be Destroyed.
1. As Ezekiel was not able to mourn, neither would the Jews. For several reasons…
a. It was too late to mourn they should’ve mourned their sin years ago and returned to the LORD.
b. The Law did not allow for mourning those justly executed for a crime.
c. The Jews in Judah would have no time to mourn as they were marched to Babylon.
Ezekiel finishes up this prophecy with what the confirmation of the prophecy would be. Slide 34

2. Confirmation of the destruction would come from an escapee.
a. This would happen 6 months later, Ezekiel 33.
b. Ezekiel would be free to talk again.
c. His ministry would last another 15 years, Ezekiel 33-48
d. His ministry would now be prophesying God’s restoration of Israel.
What can we TAKEAWAY from these 2 events? 70X God said “I did this that they may know that I am the LORD”. What does He mean that He is the LORD? Slide 35

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. God Is God…and You Are Not
· God created you for His glory/purposes THIS IS A HUGE POINT. It’s not just Christianese, the reality will completely change your thinking and the choices you make if you grab hold of it.
· Look what Isaiah says in Isaiah 43:7 Slide 36
· Look how Paul says it in the NT- Romans 9:19-24 Slide 37-41 
1) Even those who reject God reveal His glory. 
2) It, you/me/what’s happening in this world is all about God revealing who He is to us and through us to others.
Going along with that the second thing is that… Slide 42

2. God is working His eternal plan to bring people to Himself for salvation. 
· Salvation/eternity in a new heaven/new earth. Israel was a big part of that plan.
· God used Israel to bring Jesus Christ into the world- God the Son was born Jewish- Jesus Christ
· God uses you believer to do the same today.
· If you're a believer but don't know God saved you to glorify Himself, to represent Him to others and draw others to Him for salvation you've missed the point of your salvation. It's the same thing Israel did- they missed the point of what they agreed to and each generation continued with that thinking
· Who in your life are you looking to influence for Jesus?
As the band comes up the final TAKEAWAY is… Slide 43

3. God disciplines those He loves. Don’t believe lies the world tells you that discipline is bad, that people shouldn’t feel badly when they’ve done something wrong, haven’t measured up. That feeling is there to motivate us to be better
· God is 100% committed to making us more and more like Jesus. i.e., spiritual growth/maturity
· Being like Jesus is the best thing for you.
· He’ll use whatever it takes to make that happen.
· For believers that’s the Holy Spirit letting us know something’s not right.
If you’re down, discouraged, depressed, have had a difficult situation in your life, understand that it’s not by chance these things are happening. God is working out His plan to grow you spiritually through that so that you can accomplish His plan in/through you. He’s God! That’s His job! Let’s stand and close in this song.






PODCAST: What is God doing?! If you’ve every asked that question take a listen. Ezekiel 12:1-16, 24:15-27; Isaiah 43:7; Romans 9:19-24
Week 2- Ezekiel	2	6/11/2023
