WINNING THE BATTLE FOR YOUR MIND
How Not to Fear My Kids’ Future, Proverbs 3:1-12, 22:6
Sunday, May 14, 2023

WE Slide 1 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!! I think I say this every year, whether your relationship with your mom was good/bad you can celebrate her for being a big part of the process of giving your life. Your life means you have the opportunity to know the God who created you- that’s a pretty great gift. Thank God for your mom and if she’s still alive thank your mom, if for no other reason- you have the opportunity to know God personally.

NO DOUBT one of the battles moms/dads/grandparents face is the FEAR OF THE FUTURE for their kids/gkids. We live in a world that we adults don’t recognize, pressures on our kids/grandkids we never dealt with- i.e., no pronouns/gender identity issues, weren’t groomed/sexualized by social media/school/libraries. We know from the Bible that it’s only going to get worse. BUT, what if, in the midst of this messed up world, you could set the ground work for your child’s future to look like this, Slide 2 would you make the commitment? 
1. Live a long and full life, 2 Be in good standing with God and others, 3 Have clarity in decision making, 4 Be emotionally stable, 5 Have their needs met, 6 Grow to trust God in everything.

Slide 3 TODAY- How Not to Fear My Kid’s Future. Turn to Proverbs 3, pg. 642. HEREIN LIES THE BATTLE: Do you raise your kids God’s way, or your/culture/media/your best friend’s way to raise kids? I know what Kim and I chose, God was faithful to His promises, and our kids, who have free will, chose after their crisis of belief, to pursue God. Not every child does, but most children will. How do I know that? Because that’s a general truth of life that God tells us in Proverbs 22:6. READ Slide 4-5 Notice He doesn’t say if it’s good training or bad training, just that however a child is trained there’s a good chance when an adult they’ll follow that training.

GOD
I. GENERAL TRUTH- Your Kids Will Imitate You, Proverbs 22:6
A. TRAIN UP- Hanak; dedicated/committed to teaching/being an example of rules of conduct/behavior.
1. You have the God-given responsibility/command to raise your kids- you’re Plan A for their personal development, not school, not church, not the grandparents, not the computer/phone/social media. 
2. How you live- thoughts/actions/habits- is being picked up by your children/grandchildren 
3. ILLUS: Kid after driving around with dad, gets in car with mom, “Mom, where are all the idiots?” 
4. You are either dedicated to God’s way of living, your way of living, or some pseudo- Christian way of living that is confusing to your kids or worse makes you look like a hypocrite.  
What they soak in, generally speaking, is what’s squeezed out of them through life’s circumstances as adults. That’s the “will not depart” part of the verse. What do your kids see as important in your life? Slide 6 Let’s just look at a few areas that God says is to be seen in your life. Nothing new here- doing life God’s way is not complicated. 

B. WILL NOT DEPART- sur; remove, depart, abolish, forsake, reject
1. Time in God’s word- Is it important to you or not? If I asked your kids what would they say?
2. How you speak to each other, to your kids, about other people- Kind? Encouraging? Critical?
3. Connecting with church family- Is it important or not? Do they know why we do it? Do you?
4. Serving your church family- Is it important to you? God commands it. Do your kids see it as important to you?
5. Sharing your faith- Do your kids even know your story? Do you talk about spiritual things?
Some of you may be thinking “My kids’ are doomed! I’ve been terrible.” or others might be thinking, “I was born this way and there’s no hope for change.” Both of those are lies you’re choosing to believe- remember Romans 12:2 God wants to change how we think/change how we live. You need to reject your thoughts and replace them with God’s truth and He will change you if you commit to His way. Let’s look at the life God offers you moving forward and how you can set the ground work for your kids to choose God’s way. GParents…we can be an example for the GKids so listen up. READ Slide 7-8 1st God’s promise of a LONG, FULL LIFE.

II. GOD’S PROMISES FOR DOING LIFE GOD’S WAY, Proverbs 3:1-12   
A. LONG, FULL LIFE, Proverbs 3:1-2  
1. Length of days/years, peace- long peaceful/composed life, a sense of safety due to confidence in God; not a life without struggles, but a life that doesn’t freak out at every difficulty. 
How can I have this life/set the ground work for my child to be confident of this kind of life? 1st…
2. Don’t forget God’s teaching- you must be in the Bible to know what God teaches; many don’t know what God teaches or they have some mushy spiritual/superstitious ideas about God. 
PROMOTION- GROW Class, come learn how to read/study effectively, May 20. Once you’re learning what God teaches about how to live life, then you make them the center of your life- why you do what you do. Slide 9 That’s what “let your heart keep my commandments” is referring to. 

3. Let your heart keep my commandments, heart- leb; the source of life of the inner person, the feelings, thoughts, decisions; obey God in your feelings, with your thoughts, your decisions- whatever you feel, think, or would do based on your opinions you don’t do and do what God says.
God’s saying if you commit to know/live out how He says to live, despite the BATTLE IN YOUR MIND to do it your way/some other way that you’ll experience a long/full life because you’re becoming more and more confident of God’s provision through your obedience. As your kids watch you live that way you’re training them and when they’re adults there’s a far better chance they’ll choose God’s way than if you don’t. But wait! There’s more! READ Slide 10-11

B. GOOD STANDING WITH GOD/OTHERS, Proverbs 3:3-4  
1. Find favor/good repute in the sight of God/others - be favorably dispose, look good in one’s eyes
a. Favor- chen; grace; look kindly upon, willing to bless
b. Good repute- sekel; good name, approval, honor among others
c. God/others will see you as a person they are willing to bless, honor, help. 
So how do we live/respond to see this become true in our lives and Lord willing cause our kids to experience this in their adult lives? Slide 12
2. Don’t let kindness/truth leave you- Kindness- hesed; mercy; faithful love in action, compassion; Truth- emeth; walk in truth, to live according to God’s commands
They are never to leave us- we are always to respond with mercy and truth. How do we do that?

3. Bind around neck- has the idea of fastening them/connecting them to your life, seen outwardly in your life- especially for your kids to see. 
4. Write on the tablet of your heart- permanently engrave at the core of who you are- how you think, how you feel, the decisions you make are to be marked by mercy and obedience.
God has Solomon continue. We can expect CLARITY IN DECISION MAKING. READ Slide 13-14

C. CLARITY IN DECISION MAKING, Proverbs 3:5-6  
1. God will make your paths straight- path/orah; road, manner, way of life, end point of a life; make…straight- yasar; be right, do right, linear movement without wandering or turning
How can we be sure He’ll do that for us and for our kids/gkids? Slide 15

2. Trust in the LORD with all your heart. What does it mean to trust with all your heart? Trust- batuh; pertaining to placing reliance on or belief that God’s way is the right/only way; heart- leb; the source of life of the inner person- feelings, thoughts, decisions, and other areas of the inner life
Obey God in your thoughts, desires, feelings, decisions, etc.; reject what you or others think and take a step of faith to think, respond, do what God says to do. Which means you’re choosing to… Slide 16

3. Do not lean on your own understanding- lean- sha’an; depend on, have trust and belief in self; understanding- binah; insight, discernment; context- what we think we should do/respond. 
Instead, you acknowledge God and His ways. Slide 17

4. In all your ways acknowledge Him- All- in the small issues of life and the large, the easy and the difficult; Acknowledge- daah; close relational connotation, look to God for the way forward; we know Him so well we trust Him. ILLUSTRATION- travel was difficult/roads poor, servants walked ahead of the king to remove obstacles and try to make the road smooth.
With all the depression/anxiety going around in this world here’s one that should be a huge encouragement to many of you and help your kids now and in the future. God promises EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING. READ Slide 18-19

D. EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING, Proverbs 3:7-8
1. Experience Healing in Your Body/Refreshment to Your Bones, Healing in your body- reput; recovery of health, strength; body- sor; navel, life giving nutrition to the spiritual body like the umbilical cord does for the child in the womb; Refreshment to your bones- siqquy; liquid, spiritual rest, well-being; bones- esem; the essence of who we are, our strength.
Who doesn’t want to be emotionally/spiritually strong, to not live drained by depression? Who wouldn’t want this for their kids?! How do we experience this? Once again it’s being committed to not believe what we/others tell us and make the CONSCIOUS DECISION to believe what God says. All these verbs are in the present tense- day in, day out, no matter the circumstance, a lifestyle. Slide 20

2. Don’t be wise in your own eyes- stop continually being impressed with yourself/your opinions. We’re experts in our own minds but we need to let God be the expert, since He is.
3. Fear the LORD- show Him the respect He’s due as Creator; He knows how life is best lived.
4. Turn away from evil- just what it says- be tempted to sin by thinking you know better than God but turn from your way to respond how God says to do it.
HERE’S THE BATTLE, when God says one thing in the Bible and you think something different, who’s wrong? One of you is wrong. The one who recognizes that only God is right will be the one who experiences a long/full life, is in good standing before God/people, has clarity in decision making, is emotionally healthy, will set the ground work for their kids to experience this, and will see God meet their needs, which is the next one God mentions. READ Slide 21-22

E. NEEDS MET, Proverbs 3:9-10  
1. Barns filled with plenty/vats will overflow with new wine- not speaking specifically of material possessions but a life where one’s needs are met- physical, mental, emotional, spiritual
2. Honor the LORD from your wealth/from the first of all your produce.
a. Kabad- to weigh heavily, to be weighty, wealthy; a weighty or person well thought of
b. Produce- speaks to wealth, earnings; give financially- to God’s work, context then- the temple, today- the church, first and with your best then pay your bills. What?! Give up “my” money?!
c. All we have is God’s, the ability to work is from God, we demonstrate our trust in Him by giving back to Him what we’ve committed to Him and then pay the rest of our bills. GROW Class…
d. When we do that He promises to make sure we have all that we need.
None of this is easy, it’s why we call it a BATTLE, it’s like exercise for the spiritual/emotional side of our bodies which is why Solomon says this. READ Slide 23-24 This is all part of our spiritual development, to grow in trusting God that He knows best, His way is right, and through the battle experience that He is right.

F. GROW TO TRUST GOD, Proverbs 3:11-12
1. Reject- maas; to avoid association, have displeasure; discipline- musar; developing self-control
2. Loath- qus; to dread, be distressed and irritated; reproof- tokeha; correction for wrong committed
3. We grow to trust God, distrust ourselves, as we obey and see Him meet His promises
There is a lot in these 12 verses to process and I hope you take time this week to do so. Unfortunately, there was sickness in the Havice home so no baby/parent dedication today so let’s get to our TAKEAWAYS. Slide 25

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Evaluate your life against God’s Word- Do you really know what God expects of you? Are you training your kids to know/pursue God or something else?
2. Slide 26 Commit to a God-focused life- The level of a parent's fear for their child's future is directly connected to the depth of trust they have in God. There will always be a level of fear but it decreases, it’s more easily endured, the closer we are to God personally. Commit to live as God says so you’ll know/trust Him more deeply and handle whatever challenges you’ll face- kids or just life in general.
3. Slide 27 Start a Family Worship Time- I’ve ask Clark to share what his family does.

Thanks Clark! Let’s stand- as you leave this morning you have 2 choices, whether a parent/gparent, or it’s you against the world- trust God fully and do life how He says and experience the life He promises or do life your way and experience the consequences of those choices.


PODCAST- How to not fear my kids’ future. Proverbs 22:6, 3:1-12
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