IF THE TOMB IS EMPTY- What Does It Mean?
It Means Jesus Is a God of 2ND Chances, John 21:15-25
Sunday, April 23, 2023

WE Slide 1 WOW! OVER 100 PEOPLE BAPTIZED!! God continues to draw people to Him for salvation and their going public through water baptism of their new relationship with God through faith in Jesus. Looking forward to our next BAPTISM SUNDAY still some who need to take that step of obedience. You can sign up right now, Church Center app, and we’ll send you info when we schedule the next one.

TODAY- Finishing up the Gospel of John!! If you’ve been here for the entire series WAY.TO.GO!! I’m confident God will use it in your life as you live out what we’ve learned.  

What do you do when you’ve failed Jesus? When you’ve sinned again? Or when you’ve stepped away from Him for an extended period of time? Are there 2nd chances with Jesus once you’ve failed Him/sinned against Him/stepped away from Him? As we close out John’s Gospel we’re going to see how Jesus responds to one of the most popular disciples-turned-apostles who had a huge spiritual fail. Turn to John 21:15, pg. 1087 where Jesus/7 disciples eating are breakfast on the beach. Remember the “charcoal fire” from last week? Well, we’re going to find out what that’s about. Follow along. READ John 21:15-17 Slide 2-5 

What is going on between Jesus/Peter? What’s up with the questions and why the different words for “love”? Evidently Peter was still troubled by his spiritual failure/denials and Jesus wanted to restore their fellowship and Peter’s position/authority among the disciples. Slide 6 Simply put God wanted Peter/us to know that He is the God of 2nd chances, and 3rd, 4th, 5th, 100th, 70x7th. Because Jesus took our death sentence for us on the cross, then rose from the dead to defeat sin/hell to give us spiritual life we can have confidence our fellowship with Him will be restored when we sin against Him and that He will still use us in His mission. But 1st, the CHARCOAL FIRE. 

QUICK REVIEW- and where the charcoal fire comes in.
1. Slide 7 John’s using the charcoal fire from 21:9 to connect Jesus’ interaction with Peter’s denial.
a. 18:18 Peter’s warming himself by charcoal fire after being confronted by a slave girl for being a follower of Jesus.
b. Right after denying he knows Jesus, Peter sees Jesus get hit by one of the high priest’s officials.
c. At the charcoal fire he’s confronted 2 more times, denies knowing Jesus and then the rooster crows.
Luke, gives us some other important details from his investigation. Slide 8

2. Luke’s details
a. Jesus predicted what would happen in John 21:15-17 before Peter’s denials Slide 9-10 Luke 22:31–32  
b. Luke tells us that Peter was torn up over his denials; he wept bitterly, Slide 11-13 Luke 22:60–62  
Just as Jesus looked over a charcoal fire, directly at Peter on his 3rd denial, here is Jesus again looking over a charcoal fire directly at Peter. This time Jesus can have a conversation with Peter and give him the opportunity to REPENT, BE RESTORED, AND RECOMMIT TO THE MISSION. Peter’s response was one of REPENTANCE and Jesus’ response was RESTORATION. How do we know? Slide 14 First, Peter’s response shows humility and REPENTANCE TAKES HUMILITY. He only commits to a phileo-love for Jesus.

GOD
I. PETER REPENTS, JESUS RESTORES, John 21:15–17   
A. Repentance Takes Humility
1. Jesus 1st asks if Peter agape/sacrificially loves Him more than the other disciples.
a. Previously Peter showed arrogance, Matthew 26:33 Peter said before the denials Slide 15-16  
b. Having seen Jesus die for him, he’s no longer arrogant enough to declare agape-level love.
So, Jesus leaves out the other disciples and simply asks a 2nd time…

2. Jesus asks a 2nd time- “Do you agape/sacrificially love Me?”
a. Again, Peter says, “You know I phileo-love you.”
b. “I can’t fool you; my actions show I can only declare I love you like a brother/friend.”
As Peter denied Jesus 3x, Jesus questions Peter 3x. Slide 17 Peter’s response shows his grief/remorse over his sin, see REPENTANCE TAKES GRIEVING OVER OUR SIN. Why would this 3rd question grieve Peter? Slide 18

B. Repentance Takes Grieving Over Our Sin
1. Jesus uses Peter’s word- Can really declare a brotherly love for Me?
2. Peter is grieved/emotionally distressed/remorseful over this. 
a. Peter wanted to declare a sacrificial love for Jesus, but his actions have shown that he can’t.
b. We know what Peter is feeling- we want to declare a sacrificial love for Jesus, but too often fail.
c. Paul uses the same word when speaking of godly repentance, Slide 19-20 2 Corinthians 7:9 
Peter says You know all things, there’s nothing that you don’t already know and you know me from experience that I can only declare a brotherly love for You. Throughout their conversation Peter is repenting and Jesus is restoring. With each of Peter’s humble responses Jesus restored Peter’s position and his mission- tend/shepherd/tend My sheep. Slide 21 SIDE NOTE: Both tend/shepherd are present imperatives = day in/day out…Peter woke up every day with 1 purpose- to feed/protect Jesus’ followers; teach/train/lead the church. 

C. Jesus Restores Peter’s Position/Mission
1. Lamb/Sheep- arnion/probaton; referring to believers
2. Tend- bosko; feed, referring to teaching the Bible/training believers to live as Jesus commanded.
3. Shepherd- poimaino; lead, protect, correct.
It’s cool to think that Peter was restored from a “denier of Jesus” to the apostle chosen to stand up in the crowd on Pentecost and deliver the first gospel sermon of the church- 3000 turned to Jesus that day! But Jesus wasn’t finished with Peter. Look what Jesus chooses to tell Peter. READ John 21:18-19 Slide 22-25 How would you like to know now how you’ll die? Jesus lets Peter know some details.

II. JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DEATH, John 21:18-19  
A. Peter’s Hands Would Be Stretched Out- crucifixion/put in stocks? Bible doesn’t say but church tradition says crucified upside down. Peter would die a martyr and in that bring glory to God.
B. Peter’s Death Would Glorify God.
1. Peter’s life was dedicated to teaching/training/protecting Jesus’ followers which would glorify God.
2. A life lived for God will always bring God glory in its death. 
3. When you die what will people say? Will they glorify you or glorify God? Will they speak of you or will they speak of the God to whom you committed your life?
Knowing that Jesus had Peter’s life and death planned, and that he would glorify God through both Jesus tells Peter his only concern should be to FOLLOW HIM. Slide 26 How does Jesus describe/define “follow Me”? Jesus did that in Matthew 10:34-39 READ Matt 10:34-39 Slide 27-32

C. Peter’s Only Concern Was to Follow/Obey Jesus.
1. To follow Jesus means to obey what He says about how to live life- all areas of life, just like Him.  
2. Following Jesus will bring division to our relationships with those who don’t follow Jesus.
a. Peter denied Jesus to be at peace with the servant girl and the men around the charcoal fire.
b. What do you do when your following Jesus puts you at odds with your parents, children, siblings, boyfriend/girlfriend, fiancé? I know believers who like Peter choose to deny Jesus. 
c. Sadly, some even change their beliefs on issues that Jesus is clear on- gay marriage, transgender, living together because the earthly relationship is more important than their relationship with Jesus.
d. When we placed our faith in Jesus we gave Him our entire life including what we believe.
All believers are to only be concerned with following/obeying Jesus which is why Jesus had to correct Peter in one more area. Look what Peter asked Jesus.  READ John 21:20-23 Slide 33-36 After hearing he was probably going to be crucified at some point in his future, Peter wants to know what’s going to happen to John. Typical Christians always more worried about others than themselves. You have to love Jesus’ answer- He basically says, “Don’t worry about John just do what I told you to do…FOLLOW ME!” 

III. JESUS CORRECTS PETER, John 21:20-23
A. Peter Wants to Know What Jesus Plans for John’s Life/Death
B. Jesus Says Don’t Worry- You Just Follow Me!
1. Too often we focus on others, compare our ministry to others, or others’ lives to ours.
2. We can let how another believer is following Jesus/or not following Him to discourage us in our following Jesus. “They’re not doing this or that or whatever it is I think they should be doing!”
a. Yes we are to care about other believers, encourage and even correct them when necessary.
b. We aren’t to compare or allow what they may/may not be doing to negatively impact our obedience.  
c. Slide 37 Don’t let others’ real or assumed disobedience cause resentment in your heart.  
d. Slide 38 One commentator made this observation- Resentment comes from looking at others.
Contentment comes from looking to God.
Slide 39 JOHN CLOSES HIS GOSPEL in vv. 24-25 declaring the truthfulness of his testimony and again that what he’s written is just a small percentage of all that Jesus did. Though it’s a small percentage it is enough for a person to believe that Jesus is God, their Savior from sin/hell, and place their faith in Him for eternal life.

Slide 40 AS WE CLOSE OUT THIS CHAPTER and consider what Jesus wants for us it’s important for us to know that God is a God of 2nd chances and because Jesus rose from the dead we have the opportunity to make things right with Him. As we consider our TAKEAWAYS I want to first encourage those of you who have not put your faith in Jesus to do that today. Slide 41

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Non-believer- believe in Jesus and receive eternal life.
· Believe He is God- the only one able to give eternal life.
· Believe He is Savior- the only one able to die for your sin.
· Believe He rose from the dead to give you spiritual/eternal life.
· Fill out a Connect card and let me know/tell me in the lobby.

2. Slide 42 Believer- commit to follow/obey Jesus with your entire life
· Some may need to repent/be restored/recommit like Peter.
· Some need to commit even if it puts you at odds with others.
· Some need to stop measuring their success against others.
· If you make a decision to repent/recommit I’d like to know too- fill out a Connect Card.

As the band comes up I’d like to give you a few minutes of quiet and to prayerfully respond to whichever of these TAKEAWAYS you need to respond to. Whether it’s to place your faith in Jesus for the first time, or as a believer it’s to repent and recommit to following Jesus you take this time of quiet to do business with God. After a few minutes of quiet I’ll pray and we’ll close with this song celebrating God’s goodness to us.

PRAY


PODCAST: Is God a God of 2nd chances? Take a listen and find out. John 21:15-25; Luke 22:31–32, 60-62; Matthew 10:34–39; 26:33, 35; 2 Corinthians 7:9
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