John 12


Intro: You ever been with someone who just really didn’t get it? Maybe they don’t take social cues well, or they don’t understand fully what you’re really trying to say. (Insert story about Brandon not getting that he shouldn’t take a phone call when mom was mad at us story) Yeah he just didn’t really get it right? So that’s a silly illustration but today we are going to see a similar sort of thing play out. People that just didn’t fully understand what Jesus was really here for. 

This is the events of the last week of Jesus life. (Elaborate?)

Outline: 

I. Mary Washed Jesus Feet (1-11) 
· Last week we saw the amazing miracle Jesus did of raising Lazarus back from the dead. We saw that everything God does is perfectly in His timing and not in our own. As chapter 12 picks up this week we see Jesus back in Bethany where he rose Lazarus just six days before the Passover, remember Passover was one of the 3 religious feasts that God had the Jews observe. Passover was remembering the 10th plague where the death angel would pass over a house where they sacrificed a lamb and put the blood on the doorposts. As they were in Bethany they were having a meal with Mary and Martha and Lazarus and while they were their Mary took a very expensive ointment, think like expensive perfume (like $100 stuff but more expensive) and she washed Jesus feet with it and dried it with her hair. Now washing Jesus feet would be similar to taking someone coat today when they come to your house. Normally the servant did it, but here Mary was doing it to serve and worship the Lord. Mary is one of the few people in this passage that gets it. 
II. The Triumphal entry (12-19) 
· As we pick up in Verse 12 we see what many call the triumphal entry of Jesus. Now this is a unique account in the gospels because it is actually mentioned in all 4 gospels. (Read 12-13) (Slide 2-3)
· As the crowds begin to gather in Jerusalem we see people from all over the world, including some people from Greece that came to see Jesus. As we’ve been studying in John we know that just about wherever Jesus goes there is going to be a crowd that follows Him. 
· Throughout this passage today we will see Jesus fulfill many prophecies about the coming of the Messiah or the one Israel believed was going to bring redemption, salvation, and free them from Roman rule. Unfortunately for them they missed the point, Jesus didn’t come to free them from Roman rule but from Sins rule and reign. As Jesus entered into Jerusalem he was riding a donkey, a prophecy fulfilled and we see the people laying coats in the street and cutting down palm branches and waving them in the air and shouting the word Hosanna—which is a word for deliverance. The whole idea is like a victorious coming back or preparing for battling. They are essentially cheering for Christ to bring them deliverance from the Romans. 
· Look at versus 17-18. (Slide 4-6) They were following Him because of the sign that they just saw, but I think the problem is they are missing the point. They think He has come for physical deliverance/political deliverance. Matthews account of this story even shows in 21:10 that they ask “who Is this”? They are cheering for deliverance from someone that they do not even know who He is. They are swept up in the frenzy. 
· You ever been swept up in the frenzy of the crowd? Maybe at a sporting event. (Hockey game booing the officials, I don’t know the rules of hockey but its fun to join in with the crowd) You would think these people have a growing amazing faith/relationship with Jesus. But they missed the whole point. 
App: Its easy to worship Jesus with a crowd, but will you worship Him when the crowd is gone and its just you, we will see this challenge more later. 

III. The Greeks come to see Jesus (20-26) 
· A group of Greeks has come to Jesus and His disciples and asked to see Him. Now the Bible doesn’t really give us a lot of information about them. It doesn’t tell us who they are, just essentially where they come from. The interesting thing is this gives us the idea now that the news of Jesus and what He is bringing is starting to make it quite widespread, people are hearing the news of Jesus. In verses 25-26 Jesus tells the Greeks and those listening how they can have eternal life. (Slide 7-8) When the Greeks first came to Jesus the disciples kinda weren’t sure they should let them talk to him. But Christ is also showing something amazing. He mentions to them that they can have eternal life by losing their own life and by giving their life to Him, but by Jesus sharing this directly with the people listening in that the Gospel, life, redemption that He is bringing is for everyone. Not just jews but Greeks, those that aren’t Jewish. The rest of the world. The Jews expected Jesus to come just for their own political gain, give them freedom from Rome. Jesus mentions again that He is coming for spiritual freedom and that freedom is being offered to everyone regardless of race, nationality or color of their skin. 

App: a reoccurring theme that we will keep seeing in this passage is our commitment to follow Christ. Oftentimes we can live like the Jews as well. We can expect that Christ will bring revival in our country and we look for political change when God is wanted to bring spiritual change. The amazing thing is He wants to bring this gift to everyone. The question is whether we will choose to follow it or not. So many times Jesus challenges those around Him to follow Him and they leave. Will we be apathetic and miss the point like the Jews? 

IV. Jesus tells about His death. Will you follow Him? (27-50)
· Jesus spends the next several verses talking about His impending death. Now one thing to remember is that this is the last week of his life and he is here sharing the last public address. Everything from here on out is for the disciples only.  He talks about being troubled about what is to come, because He knows what is physically going to happen. He knows the pain and torment that He is going to face. 

App: The awesome thing that this teaches us is that Jesus knows what we go through here on earth. He knows the pain and suffering and torment you go through. (Hebrews 4:15) He even mentions this to the disciples later (16:33) But we will get to that later. 

· The thing is Jesus knew the pain and torment and suffering He was about to go through but He knew the end goal. He knew that He was going to die on the cross to pay for your sin and my sin and offer us redemption and love and salvation. He knew the pain He was going to go through would be worth it to save you and me and everyone else. (Literally worth it for only one person) 
· In verses 32-36 Jesus mentions the kind of death that He was going to face. (Read verse 32) (Slide 9-10) He was going to be lifted up on the cross and die just as prophesied.
· The people instantly are like wait, no you can’t die on the cross. You’re supposed to save us (yea he’s trying to). But again they missed it, they wanted Jesus to give them temporary peace and Jesus wanted to offer eternal peace. 
· Jesus then implores them again to trust in Him look at 36-37. 
· While you have the light stay in the light believe in the light. Jesus is like guys, while I’m right in front of you, doing miracles, raising Lazarus from the dead, walking on water, believe. But look at what the Bible says. Even though He performed many signs right in front of their eyes they didn’t believe. 

App: We often like to think that if Jesus did just one more miracle everyone would believe, but they literally saw Jesus face to face and saw the miracles He was doing and yet they still didn’t believe. Why?  

· Now the prophet Isaiah, mentions this happening. He prophesied about it several times and here in the next few verses the Bible mentions it happening. The Bible is confirming the prophesies. Essentially the prophecies were that the Jews were gonna miss the point. They were going to have their eyes blind and hearts hardened. That means they didn’t want to believe in their hearts what they were seeing. They didn’t want to believe the truth. They didn’t want to accept it and follow in the light that Jesus was offering. Now that definitely doesn’t sound like us ever right? We never have hard hearts and we always follow exactly what Jesus tells us to do! 

· Here’s the culmination of the passage here though in the last 8 or so verses. You may be sitting here today and saying ok, well Jason if I saw what they saw I definitely would follow Jesus. I mean how could you not. 

· Read verses 42-43 with me (Slide 11-12). Many of the people believe in Him. Even the rulers, even higher ups believe Him. I mean yeah obviously they saw they knew, they were believing, but they never confessed Him and the Bible in Romans 10:9 says, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you shall be saved;” This essentially means they knew God existed but it wasn’t a life changing saving faith. They didn’t want actually confess Jesus as Lord and commit their life to serving God. Why? 

· I mean we look at this and we love to puff our chests out and think, HOW COULD YOU NOT SERVE GOD! You saw all these awesome miracles. Look at what the Bible says, they were afraid of being cast out of the synagogue essentially excommunicated from the church, and they loved MAN’s approval more than God’s. (Slide 13)

· Well Jason I always choose God’s approval over man. Definitely right? We never put anything before God. (Vase illustration) 

· Jesus ends the passage by talking about how when you believe in Him you are believing in the one who sent Him. God. This was a direct challenge to the Jews who say they believe in God but not in Jesus as God, because God sent Jesus. So they are essentially not believing in what God told them. Their biggest reason for not believing Him. They cared more about what other people thought. 

· They were willing to risk their spiritual life, their relationship with God, because of what the religious leaders thought, their friends, co workers, family. I’m here to challenge you today and say that no ones opinion matters unless it aligns with God’s opinion. If you are more worried about what man thinks about your life than what God thinks You’re in trouble. Jesus offers salvation, freedom, redemption. Don’t let man stand in the way of taking that from you.

Takeaways. Slide 14
1. Trust in Christ. If you haven’t done that. Do it today. Come see me, or simply pray a short prayer like this, (the prayer doesn’t save you) God I know I’m a sinner, please forgive me of my sins and save my soul today. We can’t do good works to gain God’s approval. Simply accepting the free gift of Salvation, the light that Jesus offers. All you have to do is accept that to gain God’s approval. 
2. Don’t focus on other people’s approval more than God’s. There’s good things to be said about making your boss, dad, wife, husband, kids parents, neighbors proud of the hard work etc. you do. But don’t miss out on your relationship with God by putting a focus on getting their approval that you forget about God and how He has command that we live life. Once you’ve accepted Christ you can never lose that. But God has said that because of what He has done for us it should motivate us to serve Him. Are you? Are you focused on serving Him out of gratitude for what He has done for you or are you still worried what someone may think of you if you are serving God. 
