THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
That You Might Know You Have Eternal Life, John 7:1-8:59
Sunday, February 5, 2023

WE Slide 1 Thank Jason for teaching. It’s amazing to me that 5-10K people who were following Jesus would stop following Him when He called them to commit their lives to Him. He’d done so many incredible things for them- healed/fed, but as soon as He said believe in Me/commit your life to me they rejected Him. I hope you took time this week to evaluate where you’re at with Jesus- like the crowd who rejected or the disciples who were committed? According to Jesus, if you’re a disciple, you’ve spent time with Him in His Word, hopefully in the Gospel of John, because there are a lot of interesting details we can’t cover in 35-40 minutes. Turn in your Bibles to John 7, pg. 1067, as we catch up with Jesus who is in Galilee.

TIME HAS PASSED- we’re already into Jesus’ 3rd year of ministry and things are heating up between Jesus/RLs- “the Jews” as John calls them. From John 7- 21 Jesus’ teaching/miracles will be in and around Jerusalem as we move towards His arrest/trial/crucifixion/resurrection. We’re not going to read all of 7&8 so I want to SET THE TABLE for the 3 POINTS Jesus is making in these chapters. 1st of all a couple of clarifications. Coming off the rejection of 5-10K people John 7 starts with Jesus’ unbelieving brothers giving Him a hard time and telling Him to go to the festival in Jerusalem, prove to everyone that you’re the Messiah, and get your followers back. Slide 2 Jesus says He’s not going up to the festival but then He does- Did He lie? No and here’s why.

CLARIFICATION
1. 7:1- 10 Jesus didn’t lie to His brothers- He says not going up but them ends up going to festival.
· Wouldn’t go to festival to accomplish their plan- they were mocking Him, but it was also not God’s time. 
· Wouldn’t go to the festival for the start of it- He’d go later in secret, possibly traveled through Samaria.
· Shows us that God works in His time/way not man’s.
Encouraging to know that even Jesus was mocked/rejected by His family like some of us. Secondly…at the end of John 7 through 8:11 there’s the story of the woman caught in adultery. Slide 3
2. John 7:53- 8:11 not in earliest manuscripts- as older manuscripts of the NT were found it was not in those.
· An event that an editor heard about/added. Initially these were handed down verbally until they wrote them down.
· Scholars believe it could have happened since it was evidently an event circulating in the early church.
· Shows the detail/honesty of scholarly research- “Hey, not sure if John wrote this, let’s bracket it so people know.”
· Doesn’t contradict Jesus’ character/teaching; actually sounds like something Jesus would do.
The next PLACED SETTING- the GROWING TENSION. The anger/insults being thrown around are unbelievable.Slide 4

GROWING TENSION
1. 7x- it says the RLs or people wanted to seize/kill Jesus- it didn’t happen because it was not His/God’s time.  
2. People/RLs accused Jesus of being DEMON POSSESSED.
3. Jesus said RLs followed their father- SATAN.
4. Then the RLs implied Jesus was born from immorality.
YIKES!! I mean, give me some popcorn and let me watch that exchange!! The last PLACE SETTING as I set the table is that 7&8 center around a yearly festival called FESTIVAL OF BOOTHS. Jesus uses these religious festivals that He put into place back in the OT, remember He’s God, to teach the spiritual truth behind them. These things were to teach them spiritual truths and help them recognize their Messiah when He showed up. Instead, the religious leaders took God’s design and changed it so they didn’t recognize Jesus. So what’s this Festival of the Booths all about? Slide 5

FESTIVAL OF BOOTHS- Week-long festival, last one of the year after harvest/end of Sept/beginning of Oct.
1. Reminder of God’s provision for Israel as they wandered in the wilderness and once they were in the land.
2. A huge national camping trip as they camped in tents in/around Jerusalem.
3. 2 big events during the week- Golden pitcher- God’s daily provision of water, Lamps lit throughout Jerusalem on the last night- God’s leading by pillar of fire at night.
Jesus is going to use the 2 BIG EVENTS to teach the people/Jews 2 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS that He’s been trying to get across to them. Jesus wants them to know that He is the one who gives LIVING WATER and is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD. He’s talked about these in previous chapters so I’m just going to summarize them. Slide 6

GOD
I. JESUS OFFERS LIVING WATER, 7:37-39
A. Golden Pitcher- reminder of God’s provision of water in the wilderness/in the land.
1. To provide water daily for 2-4 million people in the wilderness would be a miracle in itself.
a. Generally speaking, a person can survive 3 days without water. 
b. Mayo Clinic- just < a gallon a day/2-4 million gallons of water/day, not including animals.

2. Festival- daily took water in a golden pitcher from the Pool of Siloam and poured it on the alter.
3. Along the way people recited Isaiah 12:1-3 READ Slide 7-9  
Many of Isaiah’s prophecies, 700 years earlier, were about the coming Messiah, including this one which is Jesus’ point. He’s saying He’s the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy- He’s bringing salvation, the removal of God’s anger against their sin, and God’s comfort by forgiving their sin. They like us need to get past the physical and understand the spiritual. So as the crowd is making their way through the temple reciting this passage Jesus yells this.  READ 7:37-39 Slide 10-13 Jesus is telling them/us, their spiritual life is not found in a golden pitcher poured out everyday on an altar, or any other religious ritual, it’s only found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. I just want to say this and move on to Jesus’ next point.

B. Jesus’ Point- I AM the Source of Spiritual Life
1. Jesus is the source of spiritual life, both at our initial spiritual birth, John 3, and our daily need.
2. ILLUSTRATION- Dehydration in NE, Fremont; I was drained, agitated, fever, couldn’t think straight. 
a. Non-believers are constantly in this spiritual condition- they need Jesus to give them spiritual life by believing He’s the one who gives it and asking Him to provide it.
b. Sadly, it’s also how some Christians are because they’re not hydrating themselves daily with Jesus in His Word.
We can’t physically survive 3 days without water but Christians will go days/months/years not connecting with Jesus and thinking they’re doing OK spiritually. How’s your spiritual health? Drained, agitated, having difficulty thinking right? Try getting spiritually HYDRATED by Jesus/Word and see how you feel. In JOHN 8 Jesus uses the events of the final night where they LIT LAMPS throughout Jerusalem/temple courtyard, and stayed up all night celebrating how God lead Israel at night by a pillar of fire in the sky. Technically 8:12 follows after 7:38. Here’s what Jesus said. READ 8:12 Slide 14-15 Jesus talked about this back in John 3 so I won’t spend much time on it.

II. JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, 8:12-30
A. Lighting of the Lamps- last night the people lit lamps throughout Jerusalem/temple courtyard.
1. Remembered God’s leading Israel at night by a pillar of fire.
2. The people would stay up all night celebrating, eating, drinking, etc.

B. Jesus’ Point- I AM the Light that gives spiritual understanding that leads to spiritual life.
1. How do you think you get right with God/go to heaven? 
a. If you believe anything other than Jesus Christ died for your sin on the cross to save you from God’s judgment you’re in spiritual darkness/spiritually dead.
b. If you believe Jesus died for your sins on the cross to save you from God’s judgment you have spiritual understanding that brings spiritual life.
Let me say 1 more thing to believers.

2. You need to continually walk in Jesus’ Light- when we think we know better than God on how to think/respond to life we step back into the dark and will become disoriented.
That’s what Jesus says to the many RLs who John says began to believe in Jesus after they connected His teaching with their festival events. We know Jesus knows the hearts of people- NOT ALL BELIEF IS SAVING BELIEF- starting in v. 31 He explains to them/us what true belief looks like. It has everything to do with “following” Jesus- living a life that looks like His. READ 8:31-32 Slide 16-17 Jesus says a true believer will “continue in His word”.

III. JESUS SETS US FREE, 8:31-59
A. True Believers Obey Jesus- live life as He commands, 8:31-32
1. “they continue in His word”- meno; dwell, live, take up residence in Jesus word; has the idea that we’ll then follow/obey Him- live life as He lived and as He commands, in His the Light He provides.
2. ILLUSTRATION? get volunteer to walk behind me as I walk around- I lead… they follow.
When we live in/live out His word we’ll know the truth About what?- about God/Jesus, us, sin, forgiveness found in Jesus, the FREEDOM He mentions in the following verses- freedom from sin’s power, religion’s fear, and sin’s consequences. Let’s look at the FREEDOM from sin’s power over us. READ 8:33-36 Slide 18-22 Freedom from sin only happens through the work of Jesus. How does He do that? I’m going to read 3 sets of verses where the Apostle Paul does a great job explaining this- this is God/Jesus-inspired teaching- Jesus’ Word. 1st when we believed in Jesus, God killed sin’s power by placing our sin on Jesus, READ Romans 6:5-7 Slide 23-25

B. Freed from Slavery to Sin, 33-36
1. At the moment you believe Jesus died on the cross for your sin and ask God for forgiveness He places your sin/it’s power over you on Jesus, Romans 6:5-7.
Once freed from sin we now “continue in Jesus’ word”, we continually “drink the living water”, walk in the light of spiritual understanding and obey God as Jesus obeyed Him. First God needs to “remodel” how we think so we start thinking like Jesus. Sin starts in our minds, shows in our actions. READ Romans 12:2 Slide 26-28

2. Life change is still a spiritual work that God has to do- through the Holy Spirit/Word, Romans 12:2 
Once God defeats sin’s power through your faith in Jesus, God the Holy Spirit changes our thinking through time in the Bible and He transforms your life. That transformation happens as you take steps of faith to follow Jesus/live like Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. Look what Paul says READ Romans 8:11-14 Slide 29-31

3. Holy Spirit gives us the power to obey Jesus’ Word, Romans 8:11
Jesus moves on to the next area from which He frees us- freedom from religion’s FEAR. There’s a lot of back and forth in these verses but it centers around Abraham, the forefather of Israel. About 2K years before Jesus, God initiated a relationship with Abraham and promised He would make from Abraham a great nation and bless the whole earth- we know now that is Jesus Christ. After hearing what God said Moses tells us in Genesis 15:6 READ Genesis 15:6 Slide 32 With that as background look at what Jesus says READ 8:37-39 Slide 33-36

C. Freed from Religion’s Fear, 37-39
1. Jesus said it’s true they’re physical descendants of Abraham, but they aren’t spiritual descendants.
2. Spiritual descendants of Abraham believe God, they put their trust in God, and God declares them right with Him.
3. Religion/rules causes fear as we never know if we’ve done enough; we can’t do enough.
Isn’t it better to know that our salvation is secured by the infinitely powerful God rather than the fear of never knowing if we’ve done enough? That brings us to the last thing Jesus frees us from- sin’s ETERNAL consequence- ETERNAL DEATH. After an intense exchange where Jesus says they are children of the devil for their lies/unwillingness to believe Him, they imply He’s a child of immorality and say He’s demon possessed Jesus says this. READ 8:51 Slide 37-38

D. Freed from Eternal Death, 51
1. John 8:51 “If anyone keeps My word he will never see death”. What’s the word we are to keep?
2. The word about how one knows they have eternal life- through believing the Jesus is God/Savior.
3. “death”- referring to eternal death/judgment in hell as He mentioned to Nicodemus in John 3.
So much in these 2 chapters! I hope you’ll go back and read them. Slide 39 For now what should we take away from what Jesus has taught? Slide 40

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Do you know you have eternal life? Unsure of what to do? Get with Jesus so He can give you the spiritual understanding you need to receive the spiritual life He’s offering.
2. Slide 41 Believer- How’s your spiritual hydration? Are you continuing in Jesus’ word? Get with Jesus so He can give you the spiritual understanding you need to think/respond like Him.


STAND AND PRAY

PODCAST: Freedom is possible…Jesus says so. John 7:1-8:59; Isaiah 12:1-3; Romans 6:5-7, 8:11, 12:2; Genesis 15:6
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