THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
When Jesus Is “Late”, John 11:1-57
Sunday, February 26, 2023

WE Slide 1 WOMEN’S EVENT- Great impact, 85 women, Kim/team did an awesome job, JW, MK, CS too.  
What do you do when Jesus is late? You know when God appears to not answer your prayer when you know He easily could? 
1. Ever wonder why He does that? How are we to respond to times like that? 
2. Let me ask you this…if you knew God had a good reason for not answering you, or not answering as you’d like, could you trust Him and His timing?

Go ahead and turn to John 11, pg. 1073, where Jesus didn’t SEEM to answer/respond how some of His closest friends wanted Him to do. This morning we’re going to see a BIBLICAL TRUTH play out in the events of John 11. Slide 2 BIBLICAL TRUTH: Jesus is only late in how we judge time; His timing is perfect and always for His glory and our growth. Slide 3 MAP SUMMARIZE John 11:1-3 Last week we left Jesus on the other side of the Jordan River. While there He gets word from some close friends, Mary and Martha, that their brother Lazarus is sick- no doubt they wanted Jesus to come heal him. John clarifies for his readers that this is the Mary who put oil on Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair- John 12, both Matthew 26, and Mark 14 also tell the story. This is NOT the immoral woman who did something similar to Jesus in Luke 7 as some people claim. Here’s Jesus’ response to Lazarus being sick. READ John 11:4-16 Slide 4-12 

GOD
I. SCENE 1 JESUS ACROSS THE JORDAN RIVER
A. Jesus Says Lazarus’ Sickness Won’t End in Death- It’s for God’s Glory. But then…
B. Jesus Waits 2 Whole Days before Going to Bethany. Almost like He’s letting Lazarus die. 
C. Disciples Advise Against It The disciples aren’t really thinking of Lazarus. They’re afraid Jesus will be killed if He goes and from Thomas’ response- their own lives.
D. Jesus Says He Must Do God’s Work While He’s Still Alive. Then says…
E. He’s Glad This Is Happening- it’s an opportunity for their belief in Him to grow. 
Realizing that Jesus had His mind made up Thomas says, “Well, I guess we’ll go and die with Jesus.” SUMMARIZE John 11:17-20 By the time Jesus arrives in the area Lazarus has been in the tomb 4 days. A bunch of RLs, who were close to Lazarus/sisters, were there comforting them. Martha knowing the RLs didn’t like Jesus leaves quietly to meet Him on the road outside Bethany. READ John 11:21-27 Slide 13-18 Martha is confident Jesus would have healed Lazarus if He had known sooner.

II. SCENE 2 JESUS OUTSIDE BETHANY, John 11:17-37
A. Martha’s Conversation with Jesus 
1. She’s confident Jesus would’ve healed Lazarus because God always answers Jesus’ prayer.
2. She knows God will raise Lazarus from the dead at the end of time- sometime in the future. 
Jesus wants her to connect what God will do in the future to what Jesus promises to do right then- raise Lazarus from the dead. In other words, He wants her to express her belief that He is God, the One who gives both spiritual life and raises people from the dead. So, He asks her if she believes that…

3. Jesus asks if she believes He is the resurrection and the life.    
a. Does she believe that those who believe in Jesus have spiritual life even after they die physically?    
b. Does she believe that those who receive spiritual life from Jesus while alive will never experience spiritual death/an eternity in hell?  
Martha declares her belief in Jesus as God and then sneaks back into the house to tell Mary that Jesus wants to talk to her. SUMMARIZE John 11:28-31 Mary tries to sneak out quietly so the RLs don’t follow but they notice she’s gone, figure she’s gone to the tomb and follow her. Imagine their surprise when she leads them to Jesus and they hear this conversation. READ John 11:32-37 Slide 19-23 

B. Mary’s Conversation with Jesus, 11:32-37
1. Mary falls in worship at Jesus’ feet showing her belief that He is God.
2. Everyone is overcome with emotion- weeping loudly, Jesus is angry/frustrated by their response.
a. Jesus is “deeply moved/troubled”- Why? embrimaomai: angry, possibly over sin’s impact on- the sorrow death brings, or the hopelessness demonstrated in their loud wailing; believers have hope, they don’t need to respond with hopelessness.
b. Jesus “wept”- dakruo; opposite of the loud wailing; He quietly burst into tears. 
This shows Jesus’ humanity and concern for the pain and hurt sin brings to those He’s created. SUMMARIZE John 11:38-39 As the crowd moves toward the tomb the RLs are wondering why Jesus didn’t show up sooner, why He didn’t heal His friend and keep all this pain from happening. When they arrive, Jesus asks someone to remove the stone. Martha, with concern in her voice warns Jesus that Lazarus has been in there for 4 days there’s going a bad smell of death. Jesus turns to her and says… READ John 11:40-44 Slide 24-28 Jesus didn’t have to pray, He’s God, but He did so to show them/us He’s from God.

III. SCENE 3 JESUS AT THE TOMB, John 11:38-46  
A. Jesus Prays to Show He Was Sent by God.
B. He Commands Lazarus to Come Out! 
C. Lazarus Shuffles Out Bound by Burial Wrappings
Can you imagine combination of fear, shock, joy, unbelief, excitement that those standing there must have felt? SUMMARIZE John 11:47-48 It’s no wonder that John tells us many of the RLs who were there to console Mary/Martha believed Jesus’ claim to be from God. It’s also no wonder that some of them went back to the Pharisees to tell them that Jesus was back and REALLY causing trouble for them by raising Lazarus from the dead. The chief priests/Pharisees called for a meeting. They were concerned that if Jesus kept this up everyone in Israel would follow Him, see Him as their King/rebel, and Rome would “take away our place and our nation”. They were afraid of losing their power should Rome come after Jesus and put down the rebellion they thought He’d lead. The Holy Spirit gave John what happened in that meeting. READ John 11:49-53 Slide 29-33  Interesting the different perspectives between the men who supposedly served God and God Himself. The RLs were always concerned about this world, what they had here/now, but God is always concerned about what happens after this life. Sadly, most people, including some who profess to be Christians, live with that earthly focus and miss the eternal picture. Slide 34

IV. SCENE 4 CHIEF PRIESTS/PHARISEES MEET, John 11:49-53   
A. Caiaphas Predicts Them Killing Jesus Would Save Israel from Rome.  
B. God Used His Words to Predict Them Killing Jesus Would Save Mankind from Sin.  
C. The RLs Agreed to Kill Jesus.
SUMMARIZE John 11:54 Jesus knowing they made that decision gets out of Dodge/area and heads NORTH to Ephraim to wait until the Passover which was coming up soon. Meanwhile in Jerusalem John tells us this… READ John 11:55-57 Slide 35-37 So what do you think? Does Jesus show up in Jerusalem for the Passover? You’ll have to come back next week or read ahead to find out. For now, what can we TAKE AWAY from the events of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead? Slide 38

YOU TAKEAWAYS
A. JESUS’/GOD’S TIMING IS NOT OUR TIMING; HIS IS PERFECT, Psalm 18:30 says… Slide 39-40
1. God is sovereign, He controls, allows, and works through all aspects of everyone’s lives weaving our lives together to accomplish His will.
2. Because His timing is perfect we need to ACTIVELY wait and trust. What do I mean by that?
a. Not wringing our hands, telling God how scared, frustrated, anxious we are.
b. We should be like the disciples, spend time with Jesus, we do that by being in His Word.
c. “The Word of the LORD is tried”- What He directs us to do in the Bible has been tested and found to work. Do what He directs you to do and keep doing what you know you should be doing.
d. “shield”- only when we are with Him can He shield us from those things that might hurt us- our discouragement, fear, anxiety, lack of trust, believing the lies we tell ourselves like Jesus is late.
Why does He make us wait? Why would He allow Lazarus/Martha/Mary/us to go through gut wrenching, emotionally draining, hurtful and frustrating events? Jesus gives the answer Slide 41 it’s for His glory and our growth. Look first at 11:4 Slide 42-43

B. JESUS’/GOD DOES WHAT HE DOES FOR HIS GLORY/OUR GROWTH
1. God’s “glory”- Him revealing who He is, what He is like, how He works, John 11:4
a. Through this event God wanted to reveal Jesus was God, He could raise someone from the dead.
b. John MacArthur says it this way. Slide 44-45  
He glorifies Himself so that we grow in our belief/trust/faith in Him. That’s what Jesus said in 11:14-15. Slide 46-47 God does what He does, when He does it for our spiritual growth.

2. Our “growth”- that through His revealing/working in/through us our belief/trust in Him grows deeper, 11:14-15
a. The disciples had already confessed their belief in Jesus- He was God/Savior/King.
b. But the more time they spent with Him that belief became more and more confident/certain.
c. God takes us through difficult times so we’ll spend time with Him in His Word, take steps of faith in our responses, and then grow in our confidence in Him as He works in/through us.
The final reason Jesus gives for why He waited, Slide 48 is that ultimately it gave Martha/Mary the opportunity to express their saving belief in Jesus. Slide 49-51 Jesus is asking you the same question, do you believe Jesus is God and gives eternal life?” As Logan comes up to close us with a song let me challenge you.

C. JESUS/GOD GIVES ETERNAL LIFE God sent Jesus to give us eternal life, John 11:25, 26
1. We only have this life to choose; once it’s over, it’s over, no second chances.
2. Right now tell Jesus you believe He’s the one who can give you eternal life, ask Him to forgive you of your sin, and tell Him your trusting that His death on the cross took away your eternal death sentence in hell.
3. If you make that decision I’d like to know- you can tell me directly or fill out a card and mark that today you trusted in Jesus for your salvation.

Let’s stand and sing. If you’d like to talk or have questions I’ll be in the lobby.


PODCAST: What do we do when Jesus is late or doesn’t answer our prayer? Jesus has some thoughts on that. John 11:1-57; Psalm 18:30
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