THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Here’s Your Sign, John 2:1-25
Sunday, January 1, 2023

WE Slide 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2 things never change- change happens and God. Ellie and Logan stepping down. Great news is they’re not going anywhere just shifting responsibilities. So, appreciate the sacrifice both have made- Ellie almost 6 years volunteering, Logan a year as a paid resident. Ellie will still be involved teaching in GK and Logan still involved with music. Pray with us as we search for our next music guy.

What was it about Jesus that convinced you that you needed to place your faith in Him for the forgiveness of your sins and restored relationship with God? If you haven’t done that yet, what is it that’s keeping you from doing so? Or, What proof could He give to convince you that He is God and that He did what was necessary to have your sins forgiven and your relationship with God restored?

The Apostle John says in John 20:30–31 Slide 2-3 Jesus did a lot of SIGNS/PROOFS to show He is God, Savior/Lord! In fact, in John 21:25 Slide 4 I’ll refer to it but not read he says the world couldn’t contain the number of books that could be written! John’s just giving us the top 35 SIGNS/PROOFS that Jesus is God, Savior/Lord, these are the ones the Holy Spirit wanted him to write down. This morning we’re going to look at the 1st 2 events John’s written about, John 2, pg. 1059, you can turn there if you like. As you do let me give you a quick review. Slide 5

QUICK REVIEW
1. Christmas Services- we learned Jesus Is Both God and Man, John 1:1-14 He’s the Word who is God who created the universe, the source of physical/spiritual life, who became man and is the only one who gives us the right to be children of God. Salvation from sin/eternal life is only through Jesus Christ.

2. Slide 6 Christmas Day- John the Baptist/Disciples Tell Others that Jesus Is God, John 1:15-51 John was yelling it- BEHOLD THE LAMB WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD! Andrew called Him the Messiah. Nathanael called Jesus the Son of God/Messiah.
As soon as Jesus began His public ministry people recognized Him as God. John 2 tells us 3 days after Jesus’ conversation with Nathanael/6 days after John the Baptist was interrogated by investigators for the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus attended a wedding in Cana. Follow along as I read. John 2:1-2 Slide 7-8

GOD
I. WEDDING IN CANA- Turning Water to Wine
A. Explain Map John 1:28 tells us that John the Baptist met Jesus near Bethany. John 1 took place in Bethany, northern Israel. Jesus/disciples travel northwest to Cana, Galilee.

B. Read John 2:3-4, Slide 9-10 This is an important conversation between Jesus/Mary.
1. Somehow Mary has found out the wine ran out and tells Jesus. Why? She may have thought He could go get some, or she believes He’s God and could miraculously make some. Whatever the case… Slide 11
2. Jesus’ response tells Mary that their relationship has changed.
a. He calls her “gunae”- generic term for “woman”, not “mother”. Then He asks her a question…
b. “What does that have to do with us?” Jewish figure of speech- literally translated- “What to me and to you?”; it means “What does your wine issue have to do with Me?”  
1) Jesus was shifting His focus from earthly concerns to heavenly concerns- He came to do His Father’s will. Jesus will refer to His commitment to doing the Father’s will throughout John’s gospel.
2) They were no longer in a mother/son relationship, but a servant/God relationship.
3) He would provide the wine, not because she wanted Him to, but because God wanted Him to. This is contrary to the teaching of the Catholic church/praying to Mary who tells Jesus what to do. 

c. He then says, “My hour has not yet come.”
1) This phrase always refers to His suffering on the cross.
2) He would provide the wine and in that reveal Himself as God, but He wanted them to know His ultimate revealing would come later- we know now He was talking about the cross.
Let’s continue reading… Read John 2:5-11, Slide 12-17 Jesus changes the water into wine. John said He did so to manifest His glory.

C. JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF AS GOD
1. He “manifested His glory”- showed who He was God through the power to change water to wine.
2. His disciples “believed” in Him- John 1 they believed and we know because it changed their lives.
a. John 2 being with Jesus strengthened their belief/became more convinced of who Jesus was.
b. INTERESTING THOUGHT: The longer they’re with Jesus, the more they hear Him teach and see His miracles the stronger their belief in Him- good thing for us to remember.
Slide 18 John tells us that Jesus, Mary, His brothers, and disciples headed over to Capernaum for some time before heading down to Jerusalem for the Passover Celebration. We pick the story up in v. 13. Read John 2:13, Slide 19-20 MASSIVE amounts of people are in Jerusalem from all over the world.
  
II. JESUS IN JERUSALEM
A. Explain the Passover
1. Celebrated God’s delivering Israel from slavery in Egypt. 
2. Blood of lamb on doorposts kept Israel from experiencing the death brought on the Egyptians.
3. John the Baptist yelled to the crowd- Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” Jesus was the ultimate Passover Lamb delivering us from slavery to our sin.
Let’s continue reading… Read John 2:14-17, Slide 21-25 Why is Jesus so upset?

B. Selling Animals/Money Changers
1. Prior to Jesus’ death/resurrection- the temple was where God’s presence dwelled in Israel, it was to be a place of worship for all people, Jews and Gentiles.
a. Slide 26 The inner court was only for Jews/Holy of Holies only for the High Priest- he went in once a year to offer sacrifices for himself and the nation of Israel.
b. The outer court was the Court of the Gentiles- where non-Jews came to worship God/pray.

2. Slide 27 The religious leaders made the temple into a money making operation.
a. Originally they were set up outside the city but over the years they moved into the temple.
b. Turned the Court of the Gentiles, a place of quiet prayer, into a cattle yard/currency exchange.
c. This was to be a service for those traveling long distances/from other countries, now it exploited people- in Matthew 21 Jesus called it a “robbers’ den”
d. Worship of God became a business built on corruption/cheating all controlled by the High Priest.
Jesus steps in and cleans house… Slide 28
C. Jesus Cleans House
1. He moved everyone out, overturned tables and knocked the money to the ground.
2. He called it “My Father’s house”- that would have shocked everyone who heard Him. Jews wouldn’t even pronounce God’s name, but here Jesus is calling God His Father.
3. John tells us, after Jesus returned to heaven the disciples looked back at this and saw it as a fulfillment of Psalm 69:9.
This didn’t sit well with the religious leaders- let’s see what happens next. Read John 2:18-22, Slide 29-34 Not sure how much the Jews knew about Jesus but by their demand they must have heard something of His miracles in the north- they wanted a SIGN- proof that He was God..

D. Jesus Challenged by Religious Leaders
1. They demanded a “sign”- proof that He was God and had the authority to do this to the temple.
2. Jesus said their sign would be the destruction of the temple and Him raising it 3 days later.
3. John says He was talking about His body- crucifixion/resurrection- Jesus’ death/resurrection 3 years later would be their sign.
4. After the resurrection the disciples remembered He said this, believed OT prophecies/Jesus’ words.
5. Slide 35 WE NEED TO STOP FOR A MOMENT - This was a shot across the bow of the Jews! 
a. Jesus goes to the center of the corrupt religion, those who led people away from God!
b. Warren Wiersbe says that Jesus declared war on the hypocritical religious leaders.
c. This put Jesus on their radar, He was their #1 target/most wanted from this point forward.
Jesus remained in Jerusalem that week and here’s how John describes His impact. Read John 2:23-25, Slide 36-38 That has to be some of the scariest verses in the Bible.

E. Jesus’ Impact in Jerusalem
1. Many “believed” in Him because of His “signs”, but Jesus did not believe in their belief.
2. Jesus knows the heart of people whether they truly believe or not- these intellectually believed Jesus was God or from God, but it wasn’t true belief/saving belief.
Before we look at some TAKEAWAYS why did John include these events? Slide 39 The 1st is He wanted us to know that Jesus believed He was God. For me this centers around His “hour”/prediction-fulfillment of His death, resurrection.

III. WHY GOD INCLUDED THESE EVENTS
A. Jesus Believed He Was God Believe the wine miracle or not, but you can’t discount His prediction.
1. He talked about His “hour” that would come- He knew He would die/rise again.
2. He goes to the heart of those who would eventually kill Him, disrupts their corrupt business and predicts He would not only die but HE WOULD RAISE HIMSELF 3 years before doing so.
3. No historian debates that Jesus lived/died by crucifixion, and no one has found His body.
Slide 40 John wanted us to know that Jesus’ disciples 
B. His Disciples Believed He Was God 
1. Initially believed back in Bethany. How do we know? They gave up their lives to follow Him.
2. The more they were with Him the more confident they become of who He is and their belief in Him.
3. After He returned to heaven they remembered back to what He said/did and saw where Scripture confirmed what He said and did.
In contrast the people in temple said they believed in Him, but He knew their hearts- they did not believe. Slide 41

C. Others Said They Believed, but Jesus Didn’t Believe Them- not all belief is saving belief.
1. You can believe Jesus existed/He is God, but that’s not saving belief- Jesus knows which you have.
2. Why was their belief different than the disciples’? The disciples’ belief made Jesus the God of their lives- their lives changed, evidently it was true of those in the temple.
As the band makes their way up, what are some TAKEAWAYS from these events/observations. Slide 42

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Non-Christian: Have you researched Jesus’ death and resurrection? Find out what both secular and Christian historians/scholars have to say. Your eternity depends on it.

2. Christian: What would Jesus say about your belief? Confidence of belief comes from knowing Scripture, obeying Jesus, and watching Him work in your life.

MAY 2023 BE THE YEAR WE FIND TRUE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AND SEE HIM USE US TO DRAW OTHERS TO HIM! Let’s stand and close with this song.






PODCAST- What would Jesus say about your belief in Him? John 2:1-25; 20:30-31; 21:25
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