SHINE AND INVITE
Matthew 5:14-19
Sunday, December 4, 2022

WE Slide 1 Auditorium Lights OFF Walk up with flashlight on. Flashlights are great…
1. I Can Get Your ATTENTION: Even when it’s light out but they really get our attention when it’s dark.
2. I Could Keep Us SAFE When It’s Dark: even walking in our homes with lights off can be dangerous.
3. They Don’t Work Unless They’re POWERED: lights don’t shine if no/corroded batteries, shine weakly with weak batteries. The bulbs don’t power themselves they need a power source.

Auditorium Lights ON Did you know that if you’ve placed your faith in Jesus for salvation then He calls you not just a light, but THE light? Yep, you and I are THE lights in our world. Go ahead and turn to Matthew 5:14, pg. 960, where Jesus mentions this and as you do let me give you the context of these verses.

CONTEXT: Jesus has kicked off His ministry, chosen the 12 guys He’s going to train, and sits down on the side of a hill to do some teaching- we call it “The Sermon on the Mount”, Matthew 5-7. Sitting there are the 12 but also a large crowd of people standing around them listening. Jesus’ purpose was to explain to the disciples/crowd what was the HEART ATTITUDE of those who were true followers of God. Remember, Jesus is God, so He knows what it takes to be a true follower of His. As with most people those around Jesus thought they were right with God due to their religious affiliation/rituals, in their case they were Jews so they had to be good with God. Man looks at the exterior but God looks at the heart. Jesus is teaching this morning that if you’ve truly given your heart to God then you will be “light” to others so they will glorify God. Ok, let’s see what God has for us this morning.

FOLLOW ALONG AS I READ, v. 14. Slide 2-3 Let me stop there. Jesus just made a STATEMENT OF FACT. Let’s BREAK IT DOWN. 

GOD
I. STATEMENT OF FACT: Follower of Jesus You Are the Light of the World  
A. Breakdown the Statement
1. You- follower of Jesus Christ. If you’ve made the choice to accept God’s call to be in relationship with Him through faith in Jesus then you are a follower of Jesus Christ/disciple.
2. “are THE light”- to possess certain characteristics, in this case “THE light”
a. Are you wondering who you are, what your identity is? Many in our world are wondering.
b. If you’re a Christian Jesus is saying this is who you are; you possess, inherent in you, set in your life is THE light. 
c. Jesus doesn’t say “you will be”, “might be”, “could be”- He says you “ARE”. How can He say that? Remember Philippians 1:6? Slide 4-5 He can say that because He’s doing the spiritual work in your life.
Because of our relationship with Him and His work in us we are the light in this world.

3. “of the world” 
a. Like the 1st century our world is a spiritually dark place. Just listen to the news.
b. Many don’t know there’s a different/fulfilling way to live life which begins with a relationship with Jesus Christ and then living to accomplish His mission, His PURPOSE.
BEFORE we continue we need to understand what Jesus means by “light”. Remember a light doesn’t shine unless there is a power source. What is it that’s powering the light that is coming from us? For that we need to go to John 8, look what Jesus says. Slide 6-7

B. Jesus Is the Light in Us, John 8:12
1. By “light” Jesus means the One who supplies spiritual understanding that brings spiritual life.
2. Now that He is in us we allow Him to empower us to shine that spiritual understanding to others.
That’s what Jesus says next in Matthew 5… Slide 8-9 Jesus is saying your PURPOSE now is to be out there, be noticed and bring spiritual understanding to those in your life. That’s the PURPOSE of your life- like a light BE SEEN and GIVE UNDERSTANDING, in this case SPIRITUAL understanding. Jesus says “Be seen like a city on a hill.”

II. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To be seen by others.
A. To Be Seen by Others- A City Is Built on a Hill So People Will See It.
1. God never wants to be hidden from people- Jesus is proof of that- He came so we could see God.
a. The Jewish religion, the religions around them, religion today including some who call themselves Christian, because of their wrong understanding of the Bible hide God from people.
b. They wrap Him in ritual/traditions saying He’s too holy to truly know.
c. God the Son came, God the Holy Spirit was given, and God’s Word was written down so we could see who God is, know Him personally, and help others do the same.

2. God doesn’t want our faith in Jesus to be hidden.
a. Many people say faith is a personal thing that we need to keep to ourselves.
b. Jesus says it’s to be lived out so people see it through our words/responses.
Jesus says it’s not just about being SEEN, but also about bringing SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING to others. He uses the illustration of a lamp being put on a lampstand so people can see what they’re doing.  

B. To Bring Spiritual Understanding
1. It reveals what’s in the room, what’s not in the room, how to safely walk through the room, what needs to be cleaned, allows them to get the things done in the house that need to be done.
2. Jesus came to give us spiritual understanding of who God is and how He wants our lives to be ordered.
3. Sadly some Christians respond to life like non-Christians; Jesus’ purpose for us is to be spiritually mature enough to give understanding to people for the things going on in their lives.  
Our world is so dark! People’s spiritual understanding is darkened to the point of being blind and here we are individual lights in their lives and together as a group of lights shining together to create a bright light in NW OH. So, Jesus says this… Slide 10-11 HERE’S THE DEAL- No matter how we live we are shining something into this world- people know us for something: kind, compassionate, sacrificial, selfish, or manipulative, angry, mean, irritable. When we DO GOOD to others they’ll give us credit for it.

III. STATEMENT OF ACTION: Let Your Light Shine to Show God
A. People Will Give Us Credit- we’re so determined, disciplined, so talented/capable
1. Our temptation is to TAKE THE CREDIT so people think highly of us, like us, want us around.
2. True followers of Jesus will turn the LIGHT on God- give God credit for the good in them.
We do this so they’ll GLORIFY OUR FATHER. Here’s an interesting way to understand “glorify”.

B. We Tell Them It’s God at Work in Us.
1. “glorify your Father”- we influence for the good their opinion of God.
2. We point people to the power of God in our life that can change us from people who are selfish, angry, manipulative to people who are sacrificial, compassionate, helpful.
3. BE READY- Our Christ-empowered responses will catch people’s attention and they will ask why we do what we do, which is why God has Peter tell us this in Slide 12-14 1 Peter 3:15 
a. We set Jesus as the God of our life, not us- we do life His way not ours.
b. People will notice- some will challenge; others will appreciate- BOTH WILL QUESTION US.
c. We tell them of the “hope”- the certainty of our relationship with Jesus Christ and His work in us.
JESUS wants we who have Him in our lives OUR THERE doing life His way so people SEE us and ASK us what’s different. Then we get the opportunity to bring them spiritual understanding through sharing with them what God has done in our lives. So, what are our TAKEAWAYS this morning? Slide 15 The first is a daily commitment. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120609805]
YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. ALLOW JESUS TO INFLUENCE YOU- Commit to spending time with Him in His Word/prayer- the more time you’re connected to Him the more powerful He’ll shine through you.
Slide 16 The second thing is to BE SEEN BY OTHERS. There’s 2 easy ways to get started. The 1st is the REACH Class. Slide 17

2. BE SEEN BY OTHERS. 
· REACH Class- Discover practical ways of connecting with people/showing, sharing the Gospel. SIGN UP on ChurchCenter or at ohiograce.com/events- Northwood several signed up already.
The 2nd easy thing to do is… Slide 18

· INVITE PEOPLE TO THE CHRISTMAS SERIES- We are kicking off our Christmas series “The Light Has Come” and talking more about our world’s need for the light of Jesus. Slide 19 Grab INVITE cards and YOU’VE BEEN GIFTED cards- pay for someone’s meal and ask the host/person at the window to let the people know their meal has been paid for and to hand them this card for you.
BE PRAYING FOR GOD TO WORK THROUGH OUR UPCOMING SERVICES- drawing people to Him for salvation. 

Slide 20 We’d like to end our service by Celebrating Communion, remembering Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our salvation as He’s commanded us to do. As Logan comes up let me go over some important points about Communion and give some direction for how we’ll celebrate it today. We like the change up the method from time to time so we don’t get in a rut.

COMMUNION- Explanation
1. What It Is- a time to celebrate/remember Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross until He returns when we’ll celebrate it with Him. 
a. This act of worship does not save someone or make someone right with God, it’s simply an act of obedience to remember and celebrate.
b. The bread symbolizes His body that was broken and the juice symbolizes His blood that was shed.

2. Who Takes It- any person who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ; you do not need to be a member/reg. attender of GP. If you have not placed your faith in Christ we’d ask you to not take the bread, cup.

3. How We’ll Take It- During the song, take time to confess any sin, when your ready take the bread and then the cup, take a moment to thank God for Jesus’ sacrifice for you and then stand and praise God with Logan.

4. Before we begin let me read God’s directions for us from the Apostle Paul- 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 Slide 21-28  

As Logan leads take time in prayer confessing any sin that may be between you and God then when you’re ready take the bread and then the cup, offer a prayer of thanks to God for Jesus and then feel free to stand and join in singing with Logan.





PODCAST: Do you want to make a difference in this world? Listen to what Jesus has to say. Matthew 5:14-16; Philippians 1:6; John 8:12; 1 Peter 3:15
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