THE LIGHT HAS COME
The Promise of Light, Isaiah 9:1-7
Sunday, December 18, 2022

WE Slide 1 THANK JASON FOR KICKING OFF THE SERIES- be sure to wish him a HAPPY BIRTHDAY.

Imagine being born blind into a family of all blind people who live in a town of all blind people. No one has ever had sight, no one knows what anything around them really looks like. They may have their own concept of what something looks like- a chair with a back, arms, seat and legs, and use words that sighted people use for the chair, but not exactly what it looks like and certainly couldn’t assemble one/draw one. Same is true of those who are in spiritual darkness- born spiritually blind to those who were spiritually blind into a world that is spiritually blind. They may have their own concept of spiritual things- who God is, how He works, they may even use words that people with spiritual sight use but they don’t know/understand what’s true. That’s the world after Adam/Eve sinned and how our world remains today.

Slide 2 BECAUSE OF SIN ALL ARE BORN INTO SPIRITUAL DARKNESS, born with spiritual blindness.
1. Spiritual Darkness- refers to spiritual and physical death, spiritual ignorance, it’s self-centered thinking, a focus on self- “I know better than God. I’ll be god of my life”. 
· We see this in every conflict- someone's perspective is better than someone else's but then that someone else thinks theirs is better than the others, not just other people, it’s our attitude toward God.  
· In Slide 3-4 Ephesians 2:1 God says He sees us as spiritually dead, therefore unable to give ourselves spiritual life/light/sight. We need God to do something for us. 
· In Slide 5-7 2 Corinthians 4:4 God says that Satan works to keep people distracted/blinds people to God's truth. We need God to remove Satan’s influence.

LEFT TO OURSELVES THIS IS HOW WE LIVE/DIE. We are unable to perform spiritual CPR on ourselves. God has to do something. Slide 8 Somehow God has to give us LIGHT- spiritual light, sight, life.

1. Spiritual Light- spiritual life/ability to understand spiritual things. 
· A life that is God-centered, where our focus is on God/others- “God is the God of my life, not me.”
· This is the "something" that God has to do in us, for us. 
· Again Slide 9-10 in Ephesians 2:4-5 God is the One who makes us spiritually alive.
· The only One who can do this is the infinitely powerful, merciful, and loving God. 

This is THE PROMISE that God first gave all the way back when Adam/Even first sinned. Look what God tells us in Genesis 3:15 says. Slide 11-12 

GOD THE PROMISE OF LIGHT
I. GIVEN AT THE BEGINNING, Genesis 3:15   
A. Right after Adam/Eve’s sin brought spiritual darkness God was pointing to a time when spiritual light/life would be offered. This is what scholars call the… 
1. Protoevangelium- “first preaching of the gospel”. Impress your friends/family with that!!
2. 1 author described it as “God declared war on Satan!”

B. Slide 13 God said there would be “enmity”/hostility between Eve’s descendants and Satan’s.
1. “enmity”- eybah; the hatred that fuels hostile acts 
2. Satan’s descendants- those in spiritual darkness would be hostile to those of Eve’s descendants- those in spiritual light.
3. This started with their first born, Cain, killing Abel and carries through to today.

C. Slide 14 God said He was going to use a descendant of Eve to crush Satan’s head.
1. “seed of the woman”- only time this is used in Scripture all other “seed” is connected the man.
2. Looking back at this verse we see Jesus as the fulfillment of this promise.
a. Jesus was born to Mary through God the Holy Spirit- the seed of a woman; Joseph was not involved in conceiving Him.
b. SATAN bruised/crushed Jesus’ HEEL- injured Him by influencing sinful mankind to crucify Him, but it was only a bruise because He rose from the dead.
c. JESUS bruised/crushed Satan’s HEAD by removing Satan’s/sin’s power over us by taking God’s judgment for us on the cross.
d. Jesus’ COMPLETE VICTORY will be when He judges Satan/all who follow him and sentences them to an eternity in the lake of fire, Revelation 20.
Slide 15 There are other OT passages that look ahead to Jesus Christ coming but since it’s Christmas time we’re going to look at Isaiah whose prophecies are seen most in the Christmas story. He also has the largest number of prophecies associated with Jesus. Not only that, but the NT writers often refer back to Isaiah in reference to Jesus as does Jesus Himself. I summarized Isaiah’s references to a future “light” in the following slides- REMEMBER this is 700+ YEARS BEFORE God the Son comes to earth. Slide 16-21 

II. LAID OUT BY ISAIAH
A. Summary of Isaiah’s References. 
1. Jesus claimed God’s glory and power to reveal or hide Himself from people. Isaiah 6:1-5, 10/John 12:40-41
2. Sign of a child to be born to a virgin. Isaiah 7:14/Matthew 1:23-25
3. Light brought to Zebulun and Naphtali, a son will be born who will carry the government and reign forever. Isaiah 9:1-2/Matthew 1:23, 4:12-16; John 8:12; Luke 1:31-33, 2:7,11
4. A shoot from Jesse (King David’s lineage), the Spirit will rest on His shoulders, He will do what God says to do. Isaiah 11:1-5; 42:1/Matt 3:16, 12:18; Mark 1:10; Luke 1:31-33, 3:22
5. The Corner Stone, rejected by man, Isaiah 28:16/Matt 21:42-44, 1 Peter 2:7-8
6. The deaf to hear, the blind to see, Isaiah 29:18/Matt 11:5
7. One crying out in the wilderness- John the Baptist, Isaiah 40:3-5/Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4-6; John 1:21, 23 	
8. Jesus’ calling, ministry, and pleasing the Father, Isaiah 42:1-4/Matt 12:18-21, 3:17, 17:5, 26:57-68; Mark 1:11, 9:7, 14:65, 15:16-20; Luke 3:22, 9:35, 23:9-11; 1 Peter 2:23
9. Beaten, beard pulled out, spit on, Isaiah 50:6/Matt 26:67-68, 27:26-31: Mark 14:65, 15:16-20; Luke 22:63-65; John 18:22
10. Determined to accomplish mission, Isaiah 50:7/Luke 9:51
11. All aspects of the crucifixion, Isaiah 53:1-12/ Matt 20:17-19, 28, 23:37, 26:36-46, 63, 27:12, 50, 57-61, 28:8-10, 16-20; Mark 10:32-34, 45, 14:32-42, 61, 15:5, 37, 42-47, 16:9-19; Luke 4:18-30, 13:34, 18:31:34, 22:37, 42, 23:9, 32-43, 46, 50-55, 24:13-51; John 1:11, 29, 10:11-18, 12:27, 38, 19:9, 18, 38-42, 20:11-21:23; Acts 1:1-9, 2:22-23, 5:30-31, 8:32-33, 13:34; Romans 3:17-26, 8:34, 10:16; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 20-28; 2 Corinthians 5:7, 21; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; Hebrews 1:1-4, 7:25, 9:24; 1 Peter 2:22-24; 1 John 2:2.
You can download the notes from the media page of our website if you want these references.  The one we want to focus on this morning is Isaiah 9. Look what Isaiah says was going to happen in Israel’s future. Slide 22-31 What’s going on in Israel/Judah at this time?
 
B. Isaiah 9:1-7 A Future Light Promised for Those in Darkness
1. Israel had been in the land for around 700 years by now. For comparison US is 246 years old
2. Before entering the land, Deuteronomy 28, God made this promise to Israel- now that they were in relationship with Him by faith- He would bless them when obedient so they could continue to be obedient, discipline when disobedient, when choosing to live in spiritual darkness, to bring them back to obedience- part of the discipline was being taken captive by other nations and removed from the land.
3. From the end of Solomon’s reign until Isaiah’s time, 200 years, Israel was in a time of spiritual darkness choosing to turn away from God which brought about a civil war.
a. Neither the northern kingdom- Israel, nor the southern kingdom Judah remained obedient.
b. Both followed the lead of the nations around them with all the social and cultural issues we face today- lying, cheating, abusing/killing the weak, sexually immoral, even sacrificing their children, including King Solomon at the end of his life and King Ahaz who Isaiah had to deal with.
c. Assyria had taken the northern kingdom and was ready to take the southern kingdom.
d. SIDE NOTE: if you’re a in relationship with God through faith but are choosing to live in spiritual darkness, disobeying Him, God promise to discipline you because He doesn’t want you to hurt yourself and others. Israel is a warning to all of us who claim a relationship with God.

4. God told Isaiah to tell Judah that despite their current darkness there was hope because God would bring light to their darkness. Some of what he wrote happened at Jesus’ 1st coming and other things will be fulfilled at His 2nd coming.
5. THE BIGGEST POINT IS… A child would be born who is God and who would reign over all things forever.
NOW HERE’S WHERE IT ALL COMES TOGETHER. Look what Matthew writes in his gospel- 700 years after Isaiah. Slide 32-38 Do you see what Matthew is saying? Jesus is the LIGHT that ISAIAH said would come to the people in Zebulun and Naphtali! I want to hit 3 quick points concerning Jesus being the LIGHT. Slide 39 The 1st thing is that the LIGHT is a PERSON.

III. CONFIRMED BY MATTHEW, Matthew 4:12-17
A. The Light Is a Person. 
1. Jesus wasn’t walking around aimlessly, He was on a mission; He came not just to die for our sins, but to fulfill the promises God made throughout the OT. 
a. Jesus went to the region of Zebulun/Naphtali to make a statement that He in fact was the promised Light- the spiritual life, that would come into the world’s spiritual darkness.
b. Jesus makes this claim over and over in John’s gospel- Join us January 1st for that series.

2. The light isn’t a concept, or indefinable spiritual sense within people, it’s not practicing religious rituals/traditions- it’s found in a PERSON- Jesus Christ- to know Him is to have spiritual light, life. 
Secondly… Slide 40

B. The Light Contains a Message- “Repent the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
1. Later in Matthew 4:23 he calls the message the “gospel of the kingdom”- the good news of the kingdom that LIGHT has come to the DARKNESS- spiritual life to the spiritually dead.
What is the spark that lights the lamp, the switch that turns on the light? Slide 41 Repentance.

2. “repent”- metanoeo; a complete change of life due to a change of heart, attitude.
a. It’s turning from living as if you are the god/king of your life and living as if Jesus is the God/King of your life.
b. It’s asking God to remove the spiritual darkness, to forgive your sin, and ask Him to give you spiritual life by putting your full weight of trust, your spiritual/physical wellbeing into God’s hands.
c. It’s believing that Jesus died in your place, took your judgement for your sin on Himself.
And finally… Slide 42

C. The Message Is for All People
1. Zebulun/Naphtali a region of Jewish/non-Jewish people.
1. God said numerous times in the OT that His salvation was not just for Israel but for the entire world.
1. Jesus used this region to once again make that known.
How can Matthew and Jesus, and others, claim that Jesus is the LIGHT, the one who gives us spiritual life? Well, you’ll have to come back for one of our Christmas services- Thursday/Friday/Saturday and we’ll see how this is possible. For now, as the BAND comes what should we take away from what God has told us today? Slide 43

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Are you in spiritual darkness? Ask God to forgive you of your sins, place your trust in Him, and He’ll give you spiritual life.
2. Slide 44 Are you in spiritual light- but living in spiritual darkness? Show Christ the respect He deserves and get back to obeying Him.
3. Slide 45 Are you in spiritual light? Make that light known to others and invite people to our Christmas services.



PODCAST- There is light available for those in spiritual darkness find out how to flip the switch. Isaiah 9:1-7; Matthew 4:12-17; Genesis 3:15; Ephesians 2:1, 4-5; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4
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