The light has come—The Need for Light 
Genesis 3:1-15

Intro: Have you ever gone somewhere where there isn’t a lot of light? Like out away from a big city at night? Or in a cave? (Mammoth caves) What’s the need for light? To be light! If you look up on google the reason the light bulb was invented the top answer is to give off light! In a Cave, driving at night, in our homes, camping. Wherever you are you need light in darkness so you can see. Essentially, we cannot function without light. It’s the same spiritually. We need light spiritually, but

Bottom Line: Sin has caused spiritual darkness. 

Today we are beginning our Christmas series. The light has come, but before we see the light coming we need to see the NEED FOR THE LIGHT and to do that we need to go to the beginning. In the beginning God created everything perfectly. IT was described as good. At Fuse this last few weeks we asked what would the perfect Christmas look like? And since this is our Christmas series I think the better question would be, what would the perfect world look like? That is what we see here. (No divorce, no death, no killing, no anger, no bitterness, no hypocrisy) God said it was good.  That meant when God looked at everything He just created (including humans) there were not any issues with any of it. No sin, no problems, no sickness or disease. There was no need for anything. This is where it leaves off in Genesis where we are going to pick up. Adam and Eve living in the garden in pure perfect bliss. The only thing God has asked them to do is not eat fruit from one certain tree. Any other tree and its all good, just not one very specific tree. Easy…. Not so much. Now today we are not so much going to talk about physical “darkness” the absence of physical light but more so “spiritual darkness” the absence of spiritual light. 

Outline: 

(Slide 2-18) (Tell the story and explain as you read 1-19) 

· We first off see what we call “the fall”. The first sin and we see God’s response to this sin. And God does respond to sin and honestly he takes sin seriously. HE doesn’t just sya oh you just ate fruit no big deal. He said hey you had one job, obey my 1 command (like if I said don’t eat at one restaurant) but they ignored him and rebelled. Sinning is a big deal to God. We call this the curse of sin. It’s what we see everyday. It essentially helps us answer the question of why do bad things happen. The answer is not because they were supposed to, but because our sin messes with the way God intended earth to be. He intended it to be perfect and the consequences of sin is imperfection. So what are the problems sin has caused? 
(slide 19) 
1. Sin caused darkness in our relationship with nature. (14-16) 
· Now we don’t necessarily think of this one as being problematic at first or that big of a deal. But it is. God created everything perfectly. So what changed? 
A. The Snake (Slide 20-22)
· See you should stay away from snakes… just saying. 
· While the snake was just the instrument that Satan used we see here that because of man’s sin it has consequences even on an animal. Man’s sin has consequences beyond just himself. (death and decay entered the world.) 
App: This is something we are going to see over and over again in this passage but also over and over again all throughout Scripture. MY sin has consequences for more than just me. 

· The snake will slither on its belly. It is presumed that apparently snakes could walk (how terrifying.) Now it’s going to be wallowing and eating the dust of the ground. Typically being on the ground and in the dust is never viewed as a good things. This is the outcome for the serpent. 
· We also see verse 15 that there will be problems between the serpent (this case meaning Satan) and the woman. There will be an animosity of sorts between humans and snakes. Now you see my point. Stay away from snakes. 

B. The Woman (Slide 23-24)
· The curse or more so consequences of the sin is twofold for Eve. She faces consequences both as a mother and as a wife. Essentially it is described that she will now face sorrow and subjection. Essentially you first see the sorrow. 
· Women now will face pain in childbirth. Remember the world was perfect before hand. Pain problems and sorrow weren’t something that was an issue before hand. 
· Essentially more pain than any other animal faces during childbirth. That’s part of the curse. 
· Her desires will be to her husband and He will rule over her. Essentially the structure of things in the home and in her marriage change from how they were operating. Things were operating in a perfect manner. Marriage was perfecting. Completing one another. All of her desires and wants will be subjected now to her husbands desires. The husband will now instead of just being the spiritual leader and part of a perfect marriage will now be over her and things won’t go as smoothly as God intended. 
App: Problems with marriage? This is where they started. God didn’t intend marriage to be burdensome, problematic, anger, bitterness, fighting? That’s not how God intended marriage, but Sin has consequences in our relationships. The biggest one is marriage. 
· We see this consequence all over. Woman was designed to be equal to her husband and now the husband rules over her essentially. 

App: It’s a recurring theme that we keep coming back to sin causes consequences. Now we will dive into the relationship side more in a moment, but for now we see that our sin brings about spiritual darkness and that spiritual darkness brings about serious consequences into our world. 

C. The Work (Slides 25-28)
· This is the last piece to darkness destroying mans relationship to nature. One key thing to remember is the consequence here is not necessarily work. God had intended for Adam and Eve to be working in the garden. They were tending the garden, just in perfection. 
· The repercussion of sin here was the pain that is going to come from work now. Imagine this, God says now you are going to suffer while you work. There’s going to be pain, there’s going to be sweat. 
· The ground would literally be cursed. That is it will bear worse and less fruit. It will now take more work to get fewer crops. Think about growing a garden anyone into that?(I get passionate about starting a project)  Can you just plant the seeds and let them go? No you have to do a lot of work. 
· Look at the next part of the curse. Thorns and thistles all those unusual hurtful plants. Imagine how Adam figured out what thorns were. (Act that part out) 

App: Recurring theme it comes back to this again and again our sin has caused darkness that has brought about consequences due to the fall of man that has caused darkness in our relationship with nature. 
(Slides 29-32)
2. Sin caused darkness in our relationship with other people (11-13) 
· They were supposed to complete each other be helpers to each other and now they are here attacking each other. 
· We talked about it slightly earlier about how the relationship with Adam and eve now have problems. Remember the relationship was designed to be perfect. Complete each other perfect partnership the relationship now is scared. Rather than protecting each other and helping each other and loving each other they instantly blame each other. Can you imagine that. 
App: Spouses take a moment and think about this. How should we treat our spouses? Clearly not like this happened. Is your spouse your teammate, do you show love and respect or do you turn on them the first chance you have to make yourself look better? Look this isn’t the main point of the passage but it’s a great point to see. How we treat our spouses and not only that but our other earthly relationships are so important! 
· We often wonder why earthly relationships are so hard, marriage, raising kids, co workers, bosses, other church members. Why do we have so many issues. Why are relationships so important? Look at John 13: 35 (Slides 33-34)(John 13:35) This is so important because the world knows we are followers of Jesus based on how we live. 
· Unfortunately our relationships have been marred by darkness that has entered in because of our sin. Verse 15 and the next week of our series will detail how this darkness gets fixed, but lets see the last area this passage shares where sin causes darkness to be in a relationship. (Slide 35-38)
3. Sin caused darkness in our relationship with God. (22-23) (Romans 6:23) 
· The last relationship that darkness destroys is our relationship with God. 
· Man had the ability to be able to live in the garden and communicate with God and walk with Him in the Garden daily. How amazing would that be? Can you imagine having this perfect relationship in the perfect garden being able to walk and talk with God face to face. That’s what Adam and eve had. Now you look at verse 22-23 and see what God says. 
· God knows what man has done and that is deliberately disobeyed and rebelled and now God has to cast them out of the garden. The curse has been given and man has been cast out of fellowship and cast out of the garden. For Adam and Eve this is when life gets tough. God had designed life to be lived a certain way and they decided not to live it that way and now they can no longer walk with God every evening, now nothing is perfect. 

App: So what does this mean for us? Well our relationship with God has been marred, Romans 5 says that we are viewed as enemies of God. Not because God no longer loves us but because of our sin and the spiritual darkness that is now in our life. So we have already seen that Sin has brought darkness into the world and the ultimate problem that has been caused by darkness is our spiritual relationship with God has been severed. Look at what Romans 3: 10-12 says. 
(Slide 39-41)
· 10—no one is righteous that means no matter race, social standing, or anything because of darkness this relationship with God has been destroyed. 
· 11—No one understand and no one is seeking after God. Because of darkness our relationship is gone and apart from God there is no way to fix it. (We’ll talk about it more next few weeks.) 
· 12—Essentially man has gone his own way and is useless, unprofitable and un righteous. 

App: Because of our sin darkness has destroyed our relationship with God. God designed us to have a relationship with Him, designed us in His own image, we were designed to have fellowship with Him and that fellowship was broken, now because of sin we are viewed as God’s enemies. (WOW! What a way to start a Christmas series right?) So how do we fix it? Well we don’t but God does! The light has come and you’ll have to come the next few weeks to find out exactly how but I’ll give you a sneak peak. 

· Romans 3:23 Tells us we all fall short of God’s glory. His perfect standard. We got that right. His perfect design and darkness destroyed that for us. 
· Romans 6:23 says the wages or what we deserve for our sin is death and that death is eternal separate form God (explain wages) . That’s what we deserve to be separated from God for eternity, but the verse continues on and tells us that the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus. (how many of us love gifts) 
· The Bible tells us that God loved us so much that he sent His only son to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin. To fix this relationship that has been destroyed. The Bible also says you don’t have to do anything to deserve it. All you have to do is accept it. The Bible says believe that Jesus died for you and call upon Him to be saved. Will you do that today? 
Slide 42
Takeaways: 

1. Accept the light—if you are here and you haven’t done that will you? No better time than now. WE will talk more in depth so you can understand just how great the gift of light is but there’s no reason to wait. If you are here and you realize how bad your relationship with God has been messed up due to sin lets fix it.  Jesus wants you to have a relationship with Him. We will get into this more deeply over the next few weeks but I want you to know how you can fix your relationship with God today. Will you do that? 
2. Share the light—Christmas is here, we believe the light has come. So why “hide it under a bushel” why not share it. There’s a lot of other apps. Fleeing temptation, relationships, etc. Go, read about it, study it, share it. Will you do it. 
(pray and invite people to accept Christ as Savior.) 
