ROUGH CROWD- God Works through Joseph’s Trials
Judah Tangent, Genesis 38:1-30
Sunday, October 30, 2022

WE Slide 1 OCC CHALLENGE. Really excited about the updates happening around our church. This is due to your faithful giving to our EVERYONE ON 3 capital campaign. We’ll be 6 years old in March and God’s allowed us to use this building well so it’s time to do some updates/repairs. Thank you for faithfully giving both in our general budget but also for this special 3 year campaign/DOING THE WORK. Our general budget is right on and our EO3 giving is lagging we’re praying for a strong finish to this year so we can head into 2023 with good momentum. If you’d like to know more about EO3 talk with me.

Go ahead and turn to Genesis 38, pg. 41. If you’re reading ahead you’ll notice the historian Moses takes a sharp turn to detail some events in Judah’s life, Joseph’s 4th oldest brother. Let’s jump right into it and then spend some time talking about why Moses put these details in Israel’s history writings and then what we can take away from them. READ 38:1-5 Slide 2-4 Judah heads out on his own and marries an unnamed Canaanite woman.

I. JUDAH/TAMAR
A. Judah Marries a Canaanite Woman
1. Debate over the time of events- before Joseph being sold or while he’s in Egypt- 22-23 years?
2. The importance of the story is not tied to the time of the events but to the outcome of the events and its importance to what God’s ultimately doing through Israel. More on that later.
Moses goes on to tell us that... SUMMARIZE 38:6-11

B. Judah Picks Tamar
1. Judah picks Tamar, another Canaanite woman, to marry Er- Er was so evil that God took his life.
2. Slide 5 Judah gives Tamar to Onan
a. Custom that was eventually made law in the law God gave Israel- Mosaic Law- Levirate Marriage.
1) If a man dies without children his wife was to marry the next unmarried brother-in-law.
2) The family’s inheritance is passed down through the oldest son.
3) The first child of Onan and Tamar would be Er’s son; every other child would be Onan’s.

b. Onan, now the oldest wanted the inheritance for himself so he’d never follow through to have a child.
c. This displeased God so He took Onan’s life. That seems severe, what’s so evil about it? He was selfish and didn’t want to care for Tamar as was his responsibility. More on this later as well.

3. Judah tells Tamar to go back to her father’s house- wait for Shelah to get older, Judah was really afraid that Tamar is causing his sons to die though we know it’s the sons’ sins that caused it.
Then things go downhill from here. Look what Moses writes. READ 38:12-19 Slide 6-14 By picking Tamar Judah is responsible for Tamar’s welfare.

C. Tamar Tricks Judah  
1. She’s going to make sure she’s cared for by Judah.
2. Slide 15 Tamar knows Judah well- that he’s known to visit prostitutes so she dresses up like one.
3. Unknown to Judah she conceives twins.

D. SUMMARIZE 38:20-23 Judah Sends Hirah with His Payment
1. Judah gets back to Hirah’s place and has him deliver the payment.
2. Hirah doesn’t find the prostitute.
3. Rather than becoming a joke for letting a prostitute trick him Judah tells Hirah to not worry about it.
Then Tamar springs her trap. READ 38:24-26 Slide 16-19

E. Judah Provides for Tamar/Sons
1. Judah demands that she and the twins inside of her be burned, frees him of his responsibility.
2. Tamar shows Judah his possessions and he repents saying she was more righteous than him.  
3. Slide 20 Judah takes responsibility for Tamar/sons, but does not marry her, nor sleep with her again. He didn’t add to his sin but moved forward by responding in a godly, honorable way.
4. Judah was changed for the good by these events. He not only stepped up to provide for Tamar/sons in the coming weeks we’ll also see…
a. He became the spokesman for the brothers and offered to give up his life for Benjamin’s- the man who sold a brother into slavery became the one who would give up his life for a brother.
b. Jacob blessed Judah by saying his descendants would become the kingly line 100’s of years before Israel was ever a nation.
Finally, Tamar gives birth. READ 38:27-30 Slide 21-24 Perez’s descendants lived up to Jacob’s blessing.

F. Birth of Perez and Zerah
1. Perez’s descendants were well respected- in Ruth 4:11-12 there was a blessing on the descendants of Boaz and Ruth that they would be “like those of our ancestor Perez”. 
2. Slide 25 They were called “able/noble men”, Nehemiah 11:6- 468 Perezites were chosen to live in Jerusalem after the return from captivity in Babylon.  
Here’s the biggest of them all as Jacob said in his blessing on Judah before Jacob died…
3. Perez’s descendants became the kingly line of Israel, Matthew 1:3- King David, Jesus Christ,.
So the question is, why would Moses put these events into the historical record of Israel? And then, what should we take away from it? After all, Paul says in 2 Timothy 3 that all Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, rebuke, correcting and training for how to live right. Just 3 thoughts, there’s probably more, on why Moses included Gen. 38. Slide 26 It’s their history, so Israel needed to know... 

II. WHY MOSES INCLUDED GENESIS 38
A. Where Their Kings Came From.
1. Way before Israel was a nation and even longer before they had kings Israel was told they’d have a line of kings and from who they would originate.
2. This is huge because it’s proof that Jesus Christ comes from the line of kings- He will be the one who fulfills the promise of a king from Judah that will reign forever.
It’s the sovereignty of God at work years before it would ever happen. It also explains…

B. Why God Allowed Joseph to Go to Egypt.   
1. God had to get the family out of Canaan before they became as corrupt as the people of Canaan.
2. Ending up in Egypt/slavery allowed Jacob’s descendants to form into a unique people group that became the nation of Israel. 
3. Once Israel got back into the land Judah’s life would have served as a real life warning to not allow the world around them to corrupt them- sadly that happened and God eventually disciplined them.  
The 3rd thing is…

C. Remind Them that God’s Promise of Salvation Is for All People- Not Just Israel
1. God told Abraham that through him the entire world would be blessed- we know now that was Jesus Christ taking God’s judgment for our sin in our place.
2. God worked through Israel’s enemies 2 Canaanite women- Tamar, later Rahab and 1 Midianite woman- Ruth to bring about the eventual birth of Jesus Christ.
3. Salvation was not just for Israel but for all people- Jesus’ earthly blood line through Mary had non- Jewish blood in it.
4. Too often Israel had a self-righteous attitude as if they had done something special for God to choose them- Israel’s history showed they were not special, they sinned like all other people/nations but God always worked His will despite their sin.
But what can we take from events that happen 3000-4000 years ago? Slide 27 The 1st is…

III. WHAT WE CAN TAKE FROM GENESIS 38
A. God Is Holy- He Hates Sin and Will Judge It
1. Sometimes He deals with it quickly by taking a person’s life- Er, Onan- OT, Ananias/Sapphira- NT
2. Most often He waits until one dies normally to bring His ultimate judgment.
3. Don’t let that fool you- God will judge a person’s sin.
a. Peter- God is patiently waiting so people will turn to Him for salvation, Slide 28-30 2 Peter 3:7-9  
b. Paul- God’s kindness in waiting, to motivate us to repent and turn to Him, Slide 31-33 Rom 2:3–6 
c. John writes about that day of judgment in Slide 34-38 Revelation 20:11-15
That leads us to the 2nd thing we need to take from this story- Slide 39 God Is Sovereign.

B. God Is Sovereign- His Plans Will Be Accomplished
1. Those verses in Revelation should get our attention- God plans to judge you for your sin.
2. It may be a long way off but God always does what He says He’s going to do.
3. It was 4000 years between the time God first mentioned a child of a woman crushing Satan/sin in Genesis 3 and Jesus Christ being born in Matthew 1.
a. Slide 40 God continually reminded Israel that one day one would come that would defeat Satan/sin- the One was Jesus Christ.
b. God’s told us that sometime in our future He is going go judge this world and bring in a new, perfect world for those who trust His promises through Jesus Christ.
Which leads us to this huge encouragement we need to take from this story- Slide 41 God is gracious.

C. God Is Gracious- He’s Provided Salvation from His Judgment
1. God could have taken the lives of both Judah/Tamar when they sinned, but He didn’t- He allowed them to participate in His plans to establish Israel as a nation and bless the world through it. THAT’S GRACE!
2. God could allow us to deal with our sin, but doesn’t.
a. Peter Slide 42 describes God’s graciousness as PATIENCE as He holds off on judging this world so people can repent- turn from their sin to Jesus Christ for salvation. 
b. Paul Slide 43 describes God’s graciousness as KINDNESS which should motivate us to repent.  
Slide 44 But God has shown His grace to us and here’s how Paul describes it… Slide 45-47

3. God provided salvation through Jesus Christ, Romans 5:8-10
a. Jesus willingly took your judgment for you when He died on the cross.
b. His death makes it possible to be saved from God’s wrath/judgment should you accept it.
c. When you accept it, trust God that this is true, then your sins are forgiven and are made right with God.
Slide 48 The question is, will you accept God’s grace? His gift of salvation through faith in Jesus?

YOU TAKEAWAYS
A. Admit you’ve sinned and want God’s forgiveness.
B. Believe- entrust your spiritual well-being to God that Jesus did what could only be done.
C. Confess- tell God these things.

Pray and ask them to write name/decision on a welcome card. Contact info if they’d like contact.




PODCAST: God uses the worst to bring about His best. Genesis 38:1-30; 2 Peter 3:7-9; Romans 2:3–6; Revelation 20:11-15; Romans 5:8-10
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