Recalibrate
God’s Moral Will and How it Affects Us

Intro: Any football fans here? Yeah! I love Saturdays! College football is the best. I spent yesterday watching my niece and football all day! It was awesome! Well today I’m excited to continue our series Recalibrate. We are studying God’s Will! Have you ever wondered what God’s will is for your life? Last week we looked at Sovereign will (define both) (Slide 2)

•	Sovereign Will—the decrees/commands God makes concerning His creation and purposes that will be carried out no matter what we do. All were in His mind before He created the world.
•	Moral Will—The commands God gives for how we are to live that we can impact by obeying/not obeying.
(Slide 3)
This week we are going to see God’s Moral will. And I mentioned football earlier because we are going to use that as an illustration. Football players have specific plays they want to run, when they call out Blue 19 or Omaha those have meaning and the player know that (elaborate) Sometimes the players don’t do what they are supposed to do, either they forget or they choose not to… Sounds like us. The playbook is whats important. Imagine if I tell everyone in here to go out to the parking lot and run a wheel route right now anyone know what to do? Or I say run Gracepointe 12? Maybe maybe not. Knowing the plays are important to success in any team sport, knowing Gods plays for our lives are important for success in our Christian life. 
(Slide 4)
I. God’s Moral Will—What is it? 
· Often called God’s revealed will because it is the things that God has revealed to us that He wants us to do! 
· “God’s REVEALED WILL is most clearly revealed in the HIS WORD, which provides clear guidelines regarding moral and spiritual matters” Precept Austin Commentary 
· So what is God’s Will for us? 

A. It is God’s will that we learn more about God (Colossians 1:9) (Slide 5-6)
· Praying that the Believers would grow in their walk with the Lord. (We use that term walk because that’s what our relationship with God is—its like walking with someone, kind of like any relationship. It means nothing happens quickly but you slowly grow closer together through hard work) 
· That you grow in Wisdom and understanding about God. We should be praying this for ourselves and for others! 
· God wants us to know more about Him!
(Slide 7)
B. It is God’s will that you grow in your walk with God (2 Peter 3:18) (Slide 8-9)
· A whole bunch of verses talk about our relationship with the Lord but this one says to grow in grace. Grow Spiritually. That means become a better Christian, grow and use your spiritual gifts, draw closer to God. 
· We cannot move forward as Christians unless we continue to grow! That’s how life works! If you don’t grow you’re dead? 
(Slide 10) 
C. It is God’s will that you study His Word (2 Timothy 2: 15-16) (Slide 11-12)
· God wants you to know His Word and this takes personal effort! You have to put in the time! Not just coming to church and hearing the Word but you need to read it, not just read it but you need to study it. (Think about the football illustration—the coach can’t just call plays! You have to know the plays!) 
· This is important so you know how to use God’s Word correctly! Not that you know everything but that you know as much as you can and you know how to find an answer and properly use it. 
· And you need God’s Word because its good for life! Its your playbook, it tells you what to do. The Bible uses the Word profitable. Its Good for you! 
(Slide 13)
D. It is God’s will that you share the gospel (Matthew 28: 18-20) (Slide 14-15)
· Go! Share the gospel and make disciples. That means to make other followers of Jesus. Here we use the term, walk with people. But we need to be sharing the gospel with people and then we can’t forget the second half of that. We need to be walking with people not just sharing the gospel and leaving them on their own. 
· This gives the idea that you need to be actually training people until they can go out and bring someone to Christ and then train people themselves. 

Application: We could talk about the commands of the Bible all day right? Like we could look at one after another see God’s moral will. This is what He wants us to do. But you get the point. His commands are what He wants us to do! So what makes God’s commands so important? Why should we do them? 
(Slide 16) 

II. God’s Moral Will—Why is it important? 

· “After a person becomes a Christian, the next most important step is to ascertain the will of God for his life.  The most vital question for a Christian is, “What is the will of God for my life?”  The Christian is not only asked to know the will of God, but he is commanded to know the will of God for his life” (Ephesians 5:17) (Slide 17-18) 


·  (Natural laws that throws things into chaos if we don’t follow—Think about something as simple as heat and your pain receptors. If you didn’t have nerves that could feel pain, and you put  your arm in a fire your arm would burn away. You have nerves and pain receptors so you know to pull your hand out of the fire! That’s simple right? Technically speaking you don’t have to pull your hand out of the fire, you can burn it, but it hurts. God’s moral will is Him saying, “Hey, I’ve designed life, I know how you best need to live it. 

· Now imagine playing a game (think monopoly). You are playing with the inventor of the game! And you aren’t playing by the rules at all! How frustrating would that be for the inventor of the game? How about if you just play a game with someone and they don’t follow any of the rule. How frustrating do you think that is? How about your on a football, or any sport team. The Coach calls the play but your teammate doesn’t want to do it. He calls a running back screen. But the wide receiver doesn’t want to block because he wants the ball. (one of the military schools.) The play would fail because their would be no one to block. The running back would be frustrated, the coach would be frustrated, the fans at home would be frustrated! The play was written out! They just had to follow it. 

· And Alan Redpath warns us “Don’t expect God to reveal His will for you next week until you practice it for today.”

Application: There’s the application for us! Why is God’s moral will so important. Its simply because God created all things. (Genesis 1:1) (Slide 19-20) He set up how things should run, He sees the big picture and we want to know the details of His Sovereign will, we want to know the non revealed will, we want Him to work things out good for us. But do we do the things He’s told us to do? “Someone has well said that most people don't really want to know the will of God in order to do it. They want to know it in order to consider it” Its not for us to consider. We are supposed to do it. 
 
(Slide 21)

III. God’s Moral Will—Where do I find it? 
(In the Bible—read it) 

A. In the Bible (Psalm 119: 105) (Slide 22-23)
· God’s Word guides our life and lights our path. When its dark you use a flashlight to guide you. When you need guidance on how to do life we use God’s Word as our guide. You’ll be amazed at how much it actually has in there regarding our lives. Instead of saying man what should I do, or who can I get advice from, or how am I going to make it. Instead first look and see what guidance God’s word has. 
· We already looked at the 2 Timothy 2—“Study to Show”—You study it in order to know what God wants you to do. (its like when you are building something, you first look at the directions to see how to do it and then you follow them. Unless you’re logan.) We should do the same in our lives right? We should study God’s word to see what it has for us. Its there. 
· Swindoll writes that “The better you get to know the WORD OF GOD, the less confusing is the WILL OF GOD. Those who struggle the least with the will of God are those who know the Word of God best.”
· “Do you see the implications of saying that we discover GOD’S WILL from HIS WORD? It means that if you are really serious about wanting to do God’s WILL, you will become a meditative student of his WORD. I say MEDITATIVE because it’s not just memorized facts that we need. It is a knowledge of “trajectories.” And we get that by asking (Ed: asking questions of the Scripture we read = “Inductive Bible Study”…questions like) WHAT’S the point of this? WHERE does that lead to? WHY did he say this? WHERE is he heading here? WHAT does this imply? To ask those questions prayerfully is to MEDITATE. If you are not spending much time in MEDITATIVE STUDY OF GOD’S WORD, then probably doing God’s will on earth is not the passion of your life.” John Piper
· “May I suggest one? If you are discouraged and perplexed about God’s will in some area of your life, plan in the next couple weeks to find a quiet place totally alone, and read the Bible meditatively for four hours interspersed only by prayer. Here’s what will happen. For some of you the clouds of confusion will lift, and the trajectory of God’s will shall be perfectly clear. For others the precise decision won’t come that quickly, but you will experience a wonderful purifying and stabilizing of your mind” John Piper
(Slide 24)
B. By renewing your mind. (Romans 12: 1-2) (Slide 25-26)
· Paul urges the reader to submit themselves as a sacrifice (serve God with your life) because of what he has done for us! Its just our reasonable service. 
· He then challenges us not to be conformed or be different than the world. That’s what we are called to be as Christians we are called to stand out, we are called to live like Christ or to DO LIFE GOD’S WAY! 
· How do you do it? 
· By renewing your mind. Making your mind new! Through Prayer and Bible reading. Spending time with God will make your mind clear and may help lead you to the decision the Lord wants  you to make for your life. Maybe it means the Holy Spirit will bring about a verse that you need to see. Renew your mind and make it easier to follow God’s will! When we renew our minds we are better able to understand things the way God sees them. 
(Slide 27)
C. By praying (Matthew 6:10) (Slide 28-29)
· Jesus in the Lords prayer shows us to pray and shows us that our prayers should be for God’s will to be done! James mentions that if we don’t have wisdom we can pray and ask God for it. 
· If you don’t know God’s will pray and ask Him to show it to you. More importantly if you don’t know God’s will pray that God will help you read and understand His Word as it has His will for us! The great news is God wants to answer the prayer for you to read and understand His word as YES! If you say God please help me to read your word and understand it, He won’t say no! 

Closing: 
· In short, the best way to know God's WILL is to say "I WILL" to God!

God lays out in His Word His will for us. His moral will is His will that is revealed to us in His word. Today we looked at a few things that help us see what God’s moral will is, why its important and how we find it. God’s moral will is so important because it is the things that God has commanded us to do as Christians. Not just for His enjoyment or because He said so, but rather because God created life and He knows how it is best to be lived. We saw last week with God’s Sovreign will, that He has a plan that will be carried out, this week we saw the moral will, essentially the part of the will where God gives us a chance to get on board with His will. Will you read the manual? Will you do life God’s Way? 
(Slide 30)
Takeaways: 

1. Read God’s Word. It’s the key to understanding God’s moral will. It’s the key to living life His way. If you want to do it, you have to read it. 
2. Live Life God’s Way. This is kind of vague. I know. I get it. But if you read God’s Word, if you have a relationship with Him, do what you read, do what He says. God has laid out clear easy things to do in His word. Follow them. Some of them are read his word, pray, share the gospel, be with your church family. If you want to know what God’s will is for you life start with these simple things that He tells you to do and do them! Follow the play! Score a touchdown! Live Life God’s way! 

God’s will Colossians/ Gods moral will
Colossians 1:9; Romans 12: 1-2


