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WE Slide 1 PRAY! These are massive concepts with life transforming power. Have you ever wondered, “What’s God’s will for my life?” Maybe it had to do with marriage, college, job, moving, etc. Or, have you ever wondered if you missed God’s will? You married the wrong person, wrong school, wrong job, wrong house- I know I wondered that when we moved from Fremont to CO. Does God have a specific will for your life? If so, can you miss it and if you do then what?! These are big questions and ones that have caused people a lot of fear, confusion, and even caused people’s lives to go off track. So over the next several weeks we want to deal with this issue of God’s will and how it impacts our lives. 

Theologians have broken down GOD’S WILL into several different aspects but THIS WEEK and next we are going to look at 2 of the most basic- Slide 2 God’s SOVEREIGN will and His MORAL will. 
1. Sovereign Will- The decrees/commands God makes concerning His creation and purposes that will be carried out no matter what we do. All were in His mind before He created the world.
2. Moral Will- The commands God gives for how we are to live that we can impact by obeying/not obeying..

TODAY- Slide 3 Talking about God’s SOVEREIGN WILL and its impact in our daily lives. Before we can talk about GOD’S WILL for our lives we have to know/believe God is SOVEREIGN and CAN ACCOMPLISH whatever His will might be. Let’s break this down and start with the truth that God is SOVEREIGN. What does that mean? Slide 4 First of all, He’s SOVEREIGN because He’s the CREATOR of all things.

GOD
I. GOD IS SOVEREIGN
A. God Is the Creator of All Things, Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
1. Before anything existed God existed- nothing created Him, He created all things- everything we see- physical, don’t see- metaphysical/spirit world, have discovered, and are continuing to discover.
2. He didn’t just create these things but created the materials from which they were created.
3. He designed the laws, processes, mechanisms, necessary for the world to operate properly.
4. He continues to personally maintain them, Slide 5 Colossians 1:16-17 
So as the self-existing Creator… Slide 6

B. Definition: As the self-existing Creator He has the power, wisdom, and authority (the right) to do anything He chooses with His creation.
1. Americans love their “rights”- we have the Bill of Rights in our constitution; many of them are being squashed and intimated away, like free speech, but they are still our rights.
2. I have a right to do whatever I want with my possessions/things I build- you can like it/dislike it, but you can’t stop me from doing it.
3. Even more so, God as Creator, has the right to do with His possessions- including you/me whatever He likes, Slide 7 Isaiah 29:16
a. Both OT Jeremiah 18:6, and NT Paul Romans 9:16 describe God as potter/us as clay.
b. You can like it or dislike it, but He’s going to do what He’s going to do.
As the Sovereign One Slide 8 God has decreed or set certain things in place that will happen no matter what we might think, feel, or do- this is His SOVEREIGN WILL. 

II. GOD’S SOVEREIGN WILL
A. The Decrees/Plans/Purposes God Makes Concerning His Creation that Will Be Carried Out.
1. Ultimately everything that occurs is God’s sovereign will because everything was in His mind before He ever created.
a. God knew He'd give Lucifer a choice, he’d choose himself over God/other angels would follow.
b. He'd give Adam/Eve choice- they’d choose themselves over God, bring sin into the world and that God the Son would have to become Jesus Christ and die for the sin of humans.
c. He knew that He would eventually judge those who didn't turn to Him, destroy this creation, and create a whole new, perfect heavens and earth that would last for eternity.

2. Nothing that occurs is something new or previously unknown to God.
a. He knows all things- all possible things, nothing surprises Him/causes Him to adjust His plans.
b. He doesn’t have to learn anything, no one can teach Him anything, He knows all things.
c. What we know is only possible because He already knew it and allowed us to learn it.

3. It includes both the things that He actively does and what He allows to occur- including evil.
a. God cannot do evil, for instance- He doesn’t make people frustrate you, but He allows it to accomplish His purposes/will in your life, in their life, and the lives of those watching you.
b. EX: God allowed Satan to bring evil into Job’s life- death of kids/animals/health issues, God didn’t do those things but allowed them to reveal to Job, his friends, and us who He is.
c. Where are you struggling- relationship, work, health? God has you there for His purposes/to accomplish His will, not your will- He knows, He cares, and He’s using it for His will/purpose.
What’s that purpose, His will in my struggle? The purpose is the fulfillment of His sovereign plans for creating everything including you/me. Slide 9 Here are 2 major purposes for why God created us and allows us to go through our struggles. The 1st is “to glorify Himself”. Look at Isaiah 43:7 Slide 10-11

B. God Created You/Me to Glorify Himself, Isaiah 43:7 He created us so we could know Him!
1. Glorify means to reveal Himself to those He created to be like Him.
2. God’s sovereign will was to create beings who were like Him- beings with personhood as He is personal, Genesis 1:26-27 Slide 12-13
a. God is a personal being who we can know because He made us personal beings.
b. He made us with personhood so we could have a relationship with Him and accomplish His purposes in/through us; not our purposes for us. Remember Colossians 1:16 Slide 14-15 
c. God is not our personal genie, He didn’t save us from our sin/hell for us to continue to make sinful, selfish decisions to build the life we think we should live.

3. Creation reveals His attributes, character, abilities, heart.
4. As those created in His image we reveal Him- He’s relational, emotion, reasoning, etc. 
5. Our life circumstances allow Him to reveal His promises are true- if we trust Him, respond right.
6. Our responses allow Him to reveal to others what He will do for them- if we respond as He says.
Slide 16 The other major aspect of His sovereign will, which He decided to do before He ever created was to allow us to know Him personally. Look at Ephesians 1:3-6. Slide 17-19 God created us to know Him through a personal relationship. He chose to ADOPT those who put their faith in Jesus as His children.  

C. God Created You/Me for a Personal Relationship with Him, Ephesians 1:3-6
1. The problem is our sin keeps us from that relationship which God knows and has the solution.
2. Placing your faith in Jesus, trusting He took your judgment for you, allows God to substitute His death for yours, forgive you of your sin, and establish an eternal relationship with you.
HERE’S WHERE IT ALL HITS HOME. Slide 20 Why does all this matter to you? What’s GOD’S SOVEREIGN WILL’S IMPACT on you/me? The first is for those who don’t have a relationship with God. Slide 21 Experience God’s sovereign will- let Him ADOPT you.
 
III. GOD’S SOVEREIGN WILL’S IMPACT ON US
A. Experience God’s Sovereign Will- Let Him ADOPT You.
1. God DESIGNED you for the purpose of having a relationship with Him, it’s His sovereign will.
2. Slide 22 When you do you then your life is lived for God’s will/purposes, not your own. 
a. God is saving you not just from hell but from how you think you should live life.
b. Your way of living life has got you into the condition your life is in.
c. God is Creator/Designer and He knows how this life is lived best.
Which brings us to GOD’S SOVEREIGN WILL’S IMPACT on Christians. Slide 23  If you have a relationship with God then experience God’s sovereign will- let Him CHANGE you. Look at these very familiar verses from Romans 8. Slide 24-26 God’s SOVEREIGN WILL, what He decreed before He ever created this world, was that He would “conform His children to the image of Jesus Christ”. When you hear “conformed to the image of Christ” what comes to mind? Do you picture a portrait of Jesus you’ve seen, or an old movie, or do you picture Jesus on the cross? Slide 27

B. Experience God’s Sovereign Will- Let Him CHANGE You.
1. Slide 28 God’s always doing 2 things- 1) revealing Himself, and 2) changing you to be more like Jesus.
a. What’s your struggle today? You can be confident God’s trying to do these 2 things.
b. Father, what do you want me to learn about you through this circumstance/relationship?
c. Father, what is it in me that needs to change to be more like Jesus? 
1) We want our spouses to change, health, work, everything else to change to what we think.
2) We think then we’ll be happy.
3) God’s using your circumstances to reveal who He is to you, to change you from being you to be more like Jesus and using that change to draw others to Him for salvation.

2. Slide 29 Change always involves pain at one level or another.
a. God’s love for us involved great pain for Him; He is the definition of agape love.
b. Us loving like Jesus will involve us experiencing pain- pain of self-denial, selfish responses, people like responding like we want them to, etc.
c. The difference is through that pain God reveals who He is and it changes us to be more like Jesus.

3. Slide 30 Every command in NT letters is connected to what Jesus did on the cross.
a. The #1 way we look like Jesus is when we endure suffering for doing life God’s way.
b. Imagine if Jesus thought going the cross was too difficult- we’d face life/eternity without God.
c. He didn’t bail and now a His followers we have the privilege of living, suffering, learning who God is, and our lives changing to look more like our savior.
Slide 31 Rick Thomas makes a great statement, “The Christian life is God inviting us into His story that is coming true. We are not inviting Him into our story, hoping He will make our stories come true.” Too often we define what is necessary for happiness in our lives but that’s always a self-absorbed definition. Selfishness never brings happiness, only bitterness because everyone else is living selfishly. We need to understand what God’s trying to do through our circumstances- reveal Himself, make us like Jesus- and experience the joy of Christ which is far greater/deeper than any supposed “happiness”. Slide 32 As the band comes up what are our TAKEAWAYS for today? Let God ADOPT you and CHANGE you
  
YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Ask God to ADOPT you by believing Jesus removed your sin when He died on the cross. Talk to God right now and tell Him you believe that, ask Him to forgive you of your sin, and He’ll adopt you by placing God the Holy Spirit into your life and giving your spiritual life to know Him better and better. Mark that on a card and place it in the offering tub or hand it to me.

2. Slide 33 Ask God to help you see what He’s trying to teach you about Himself and how He’s trying to make you more like Jesus through your circumstances.
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