Christian Atheist
Forgiveness


Intro: I am excited to continue our series Christian Atheist.  Have you ever asked the question who do I have to forgive? Those that ask me. Those that are sorry? Who am I allowed to not forgive. Well today I have the answer. The world has one answer about forgiveness and well lets take a look.  This is the top five people to forgive before you die according to Huffington Post. (slide 2-8) Today you will see the difference between the world’s view of forgiveness and Jesus view of forgiveness. We will see that God’s view is for us to have radical forgiveness. If we don’t want to live like a Christian atheist we must forgive. (Slide 9)
BL: God wants us to be forgiving people! 
Outline: (slide 10-11)

I. Christians live like atheists when we don’t forgive others. (Matthew 6:12) 
· A debt, offense, sin. From opheilo; something owed, i.e. a due; morally, a fault.
· From apo and hiemi; to send forth, in various applications.
A. We ask for forgiveness easily—“forgive us our debts” 
· Its “imperative” or it is a request being made 
·  We ask for a change in God's relation to us and our sins
B. We should forgive as easily—“as we forgive our debtors” 
· When forgiveness is used here it is “indicative” meaning it states a fact
· Christ here assumes that those that are asking for their own sins to be forgiven have already forgiven those that they need to

Illustration: After a long shift at the fire department, Matt Swatzell fell asleep while driving and crashed into another vehicle, taking the life of pregnant mother June Fitzgerald and injuring her 19-month-old daughter. According to Today, Fitzgerald’s husband, a full-time pastor, asked for the man’s diminished sentence—and began meeting with Swatzell for coffee and conversation. Many years later, the two men remain close. “You forgive as you’ve been forgiven,” Fitzgerald told Today.

Application: The application for us is that we should be forgiving people. It’s a fact. We expect God to forgive us of our sins when we ask so we should forgive others. The fact is when we don’t forgive others we are living like an atheist. We are expecting God to forgive us and we aren’t showing forgiveness to others. (Slide 12)


II. Christians live like atheists when we try to put our own terms on forgiveness (Matthew 18: 21-35) 
· In this passage the disciples asked Jesus who would be the most important person in heaven out of themselves. Imagine asking Jesus that! Jesus than talks about some other truths to help the disciples after correcting their pride issue. Then Jesus had just gotten done discussing what to do if another Christian had sinned against you. We use this for how we handle disputes in church right. So they had just heard about this and then Peter has a great questions about forgiveness.  (Slide 13-14)
A. Our view of forgiveness 
· We love to look back at Peter and judge Him for this. Like we don’t ask the same question or struggle with the same thing. 
· Well I forgave them once… I can forgive but I’ll never forget! 
· Peter basically says… how much do we have to forgive them Lord? 
· Now according to Jewish tradition Rabbis would teach that forgiving someone 2-3 times would be a lot so Peter really was being spiritual to think that 7 would be incredible!
· This isn’t a crazy thought right? Peter is asking the Lord how often can someone abuse this before its done right? 
Application: Have I asked that question? Have I quit forgiving because someone wronged me a couple of times? This is how we view forgiveness like Peter did! Wow! I forgave someone twice. I must be amazing. When in reality we see that God’s view of forgiveness is honestly quite different. (slide 15-16) 
B. God’s view of forgiveness
1. Jesus Challenges to forgive without focus on the number of offences
· Jesus view of forgiveness is radical. He tells Peter to forgive 70 x 7 times. Not that 490 is some perfect number but rather the idea is that forgiveness should be abounding often. The number isn’t what Jesus is getting at but the heart. 
· Likely most of us wouldn’t be able to keep track of how many times a person has offended us to the point of 490, but the ideas is not that you keep track, but that you forgive, because you have been given much. 
Application: God’s standard for us is so much higher than the worlds or even religious people’s standard. Religious people say to do right things, do good things, forgive people, love people. But God’s standard for doing life His way is so much higher. “If we compare ourselves to others we might think we are quite spiritual but we should not compare ourselves to others or to others standards but to God’s standards.” (Slide 17-19)
2. Jesus challenges us to have compassion with our forgiveness (23-27)
· Jesus here is speaking in a parable. He’s giving a story or analogy that helps us better understand something. 
· The King here is a picture of God. The king here shows justice and mercy. He is willing to offer forgiveness for the debt that is owed to Him. He is willing to forgive a great debt for someone that is truly repentant 
· This debt was a massive amount. There are differing numbers from 1 million to several billion. The idea is that it is a HUGE amount. 
· The King had every right to throw this man in prison until he could pay his debt, but the idea was that this debt was so high that his man was never going to be able to repay it. 
· The servant begged for mercy and compassion. He asked just for more time. 
· The master is moved with compassion. This King that had the debt owed to Him, was so moved that he didn’t just give the debtor time to pay, but rather he completely wiped the debt away. 

Application: Debt you can’t repay! Sounds familiar. This debt had the idea that the servant was never going to be able to repay this so that His life here was essentially on the line. Everything he had was lent to Him. Not so different for us! Our own life was lent to us by the Lord. We had a sin debt that we couldn’t pay. Will discuss that more in a moment but we see that this King had compassion. Do you? Does your forgiveness show compassion. DO you forgive even if they don’t ask. Do you just forgive for what someone asks for or do you go above and beyond with your forgiveness. This King didn’t even have to give the servant more time and instead he threw the whole debt out! This was a radical idea of forgiveness. We want to forgive for as little as possible but Jesus here is showing that our forgiveness needs to be marked by extreme compassion. Forgiving those that don’t deserve it! Forgiving for what isn’t asked for! Can you do that? Has that been done for you? (Slide 20-24)

3. Jesus warns against being hypocritical with our forgiveness (28-35)
· The servant that just had a life changing amount of debt completely wiped away is now going to settle some debts with people that owe Him money. The servant he goes to owes him a significantly lower amount of money owed. This was probably about 100 days wages. Which is really not a small amount right. If someone owed you over three months of your pay you wouldn’t think that’s nothing right? 
· This shows us that sometimes there are sizable offenses against us! This was a sizable debt. Nothing to scoff at. The man had every right to want his money back. It seems that he forgot what was just forgiven Him. He took the man by the throat and said pay me what you owe me! (Imagine if you all owed me money and I did this today, not super compassionate right?) So the man begs for time. Does the story sound familiar. He promises is he just gives Him time he will pay. 
· I’m sure that he’s going to do the same thing done to Him right? Wrong! He throws him in prison until he can pay. Now how does that make sense. Servant 1 has a huge debt forgiven. He has another person that owes him money and instead of showing any compassion he instead chooses to show the most intense form of harshness he can that all but guarantees he will never get repayment. Even allowing the man more time would show compassion. In light of the compassion shown to Him he shows 0 compassion in His forgiveness to another. 
· The fellow servants saw what happened and went and told the King and to say that He was mad is an understatement. He reminds the servant that he was forgiven for so much more and now He tells Him that because he was unwilling to show compassion and to show forgiveness he is locked up and handed over to the tormenters. Now we don’t know exactly what that means but it definitely doesn’t sound fun! He is essentially locked up with no way to ever make that payment. 
· In verse 35 Jesus brings the story back to real life. He says if you don’t forgive God will do this to you! Jesus says unless you forgive them from your heart--Prolonged from a primary kar; the heart, i.e. the thoughts or feelings; also the middle. If you don’t forgive compassionately the Father won’t forgive compassionately. Theirs a lot of confusion on this part of the story. Here’s the main idea. 

Application: God wants us to forgive others like He forgives us. That’s it. That’s the point. Many people try to say that this story is teaching others things. Like you can lose your salvation or they try to look to deep into this. Parables aren’t the spot to look for deep doctrine but rather illustrations of simple truths. Jesus is saying God wants you to forgive others compassionately just as He has forgiven you compassionately. Don’t  be the servant that doesn’t forgive. Maybe you are here and you think ok, well how has God forgiven me. How compassionate do I have to be? ('For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little. Luke 7:47) The person forgiven of much should love the savior more. And if we love the savior more and want to live life God’s way it should motivate us to be more compassionate in our forgiveness. Maybe you feel like you’re a relatively good person. You haven’t done BIG BAD things and you haven’t really been forgiven of much. Let’s take a moment and see how much we really have been forgiven of. Look at Romans 5. (slide 25)


III. Christians live like atheists when we forget how we have been forgiven (Romans 5?)
· Lets look at Romans 5 and see what the Bible says about us. This passage talk about Jesus dying for our sins. The Bible tells us that God loved us so much that he sent His son to die for us. When we studied Colossians we saw that He sent His son to pay the price for our sins. Colossians 3 says that we owed a sin debt and Christ came and His death wiped away our sin debt. You see Because of our sin, we owed a debt for that to God because of His righteousness. The only thing that could pay that debt was death—separation from God. But God loved us so much that Jesus—who had never sinned came—took our sin upon Him and paid the price for your sin and mine. Wow! How amazing is that. If that wasn’t enough in Romans 5 it details this a little more and it describes our position before Christ died for us. Let’s end today with this thought. Look at how amazing what Jesus did for us! If we don’t forgive others after how He forgave us we truly will live as an atheist. (Slide 26-27) 
 
A. Christ died for the helpless and ungodly (6)
· We were helpless—we were utterly incapable of doing anything to prevent it. We could die for our own sins but we would end up separated from God for eternity. There was nothing we could do to prevent that fact. (have you ever felt helpless, just know there’s any answer) 
· The answer is Jesus. He died for the helpless. He died for the ungodly. He died for you and me. And he died so that you can live eternally free of your sin. He died so you can have a new life in Him. 
· We are described as unable to help ourselves (think a young child) Or ungodly. Literally the opposite of godly. Yet Christ loved you and I enough to go through the pain and agony of the cross so that we can have a relationship with Him. (Slide 28-29)
B. Christ died for the sinners (7-8) 
· If somebody was the best person on earth it would be hard to be willing to die for them right? Let alone for murderers, thieves, criminals and sinners! Maybe you would die for die for your wife or kids (man only willing to die for one child story) But probably not for a random stranger no matter how good they are right? How about for a criminal on death row? 
· That’s what Jesus did for us. We deserved death and He died for us while we were sinners. You weren’t worth anything. I didn’t bring anything to the table. (prisoner exchange during time of war) He died while we were worthless sinners who were going to die for our own sins. We deserved it. 
Application: God proved His love for you by dying for you while you didn’t deserve it. Can you show your love for Him. Will you start a relationship with Him? Will you choose to forgive others because of what He did for you. (Slide 30-31)
C. Christ died to save you from God’s wrath (9) 
· Christ died so you don’t have to. You were saved from wrath of God. Which is eternal death—being separated from God for eternity to spend in Hell/eventually the lake of fire. It wasn’t what God wants for you and I. He wants us to have that relationship with Him. Will you? 
· Christ died to save you from the wrath of God—what we deserve for our sins—Can you forgive someone else for something much smaller? (Slide 32-33)

D. Christ died for God’s enemies (10) 
· AKA—You and me
· We were described as God’s enemies! But Christ died so you don’t have to be. 
Application: If you are here today and you haven’t done this. You haven’t put your faith in Christ, you don’t have a relationship with Him, you can have one. Romans 10:13 says whoever shall call upon Him (ask Him) shall be saved. If you are here and you haven’t lets do that now. All you have to do is this. Believe what I just said in your heart. Believe that Jesus died for you and your sins and ask Him to save you. Call out to him. Lets all close our eyes for just a moment. No one else is looking. If you would like to do that I will say a quick prayer. This prayer doesn’t save you but you believing Jesus does and you asking Him to save you does. You can say these words however you want to they don’t even have to be said out loud you simply have to believe Jesus died for you and ask Him to save you. (pray Here) Now no one is looking if you did that would mind raising your hand while no lone is looking so I could pray for you. I won’t call you out by name but I want to be able to pray for you. If you don’t want to raise your hand take that connect card before you leave and mark A or write a comment that you started a relationship with Jesus today! (pray for those that got saved) 

Application: Now as we end today. Forgiveness. Christ died to forgive our sins. Either you have been saved or you just started that relationship with Jesus. What a great way to thank Him for that than by choosing to live life God’s way and forgive others. 

BL: God wants us to live a life of forgiveness. 

· A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”
There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up. “Sin,” he said.

Its humorous but the truth is we have all sinned and have all been forgiven of much and should for sure forgive others. Will you? (Slide 34) 

Takeaways: 

1. God wants you to forgive others because He has forgiven us of so much!. It doesn’t go super deep today. Forgive because He’s forgive you! 
2. God wants our forgiveness to be from the heart and full of compassion. No counting how many times you have forgiven. No empty words. Full forgiveness even when people don’t deserve it and even when they don’t ask! 
3. God wants us to remember His forgiveness to us! Read about it in the Bible. Internalize it. Live for it. Share it. Go do it Christians. Lets be forgiving. 


Matthew 6: 12; Matthew 18: 21-35; Romans 5: 6-10. Forgiveness, compassion, Christ’s death, Salvation. 
