IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE- Jesus in Colossians
Living the New Life in Jesus, Colossians 3:1-17
Sunday, July 31, 20220

WE Slide 1 If you knew you were doing to die in the next several weeks/months how would you live life differently? Tim McGraw- “Live Like You Were Dying”-  I went skydiving, I went Rocky Mountain climbing, I went 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fumanchu, And I loved deeper, And I spoke sweeter, And I gave forgiveness I'd been denying…I was finally the husband That most of the time I wasn't, And I became a friend a friend would like to have, And all of a sudden going fishin' Wasn't such an imposition, And I went three times that year I lost my dad, Well I, I finally read the Good Book, and I Took a good, long, hard look At what I'd do if I could do it all again. I’m not sure about the skydiving or riding a bull named Fumanchu or any bull, but I think we’d all agree that we’d make the other changes; that our lives today are not quite how we want them. Here’s an interesting fact, if you’ve placed your faith in Christ you’ve already died and that death should change how you live!

TURN TO COLOSSIANS 3, pg. 1180- where Paul reminds us about this death of self and how it impacts the life we live today. Paul’s transitioning from the truth of chapters 1 & 2 about who Jesus is and how spiritual life and growth is found only in us recognizing Him as God, as our Savior from sin/consequences, and as the Lord of our life to how that truth changes how we live this life in chapters 3 & 4. Follow along as I read what God has for us concerning our death and new life. Slide 2-5 Paul talks about our death in a couple of ways and is saying...WE’VE DIED TO OUR WAY OF LIVING. The BIG QUESTION is if you’re a believer, Christian, have you died to your way of living?    

GOD
I. LIVE AS IF YOU’VE DIED (because you have), Colossians 3:1-4  
A. We Have Died to Our Way of Living
1. “raised up with Christ”- God’s spiritual work in raising your old, spiritually dead life to new, spiritual life in Christ. Resurrection/being raised up only happens if we’ve died which he says we have.
2. “you have died/life is hidden with Christ in God”- you’re dead, your life is in Christ, live like Christ.
a. Slide 6-7 Paul laid this out clearly in Galatians 2:20  
b. This is a lifelong growth process. Remember? Colossians 2:6-7 Slide 8
c. Do I trust that God’s way is the best way? We’ll only know if we take a step of faith/live His way. 
Since we have received spiritual life from God and we live for His purposes Paul tells us to “keep seeking/set your minds on things above”. What is Paul talking about? Slide 9 Simply put “things above”…

B. Keep Seeking/Set Your Mind on the Things Above. 
1. “things above”- The things that matter to God. What things matter to God? Just in Colossians.
a. That we know God and His will personally, intimately, completely through being obedient to Him.
b. Live in a way that represents Him accurately and draws people to Him for salvation.
c. What we’re doing is working to live this life now as we’ll live it in heaven- there’s no disobedience in heaven: no sexual sin, no selfish actions, no anger, no gossip, no lying.

2. “keep seeking“- zeteo; an act of the will, devote serious effort to.
3. “set your mind”- phroneo; refers to our desires, what drives our decisions
4. Both are Present, active, imperatives- God commands us, no matter the situation/how we feel, devote yourselves to and make your decisions based on what matters to God, not you.
Paul ends this section by saying when Christ is revealed at the end of time then we will be revealed with Him in glory. What’s Paul saying? Slide 10 He seems to be playing off v. 3 and our lives being “hidden with Christ”.

C. Your New Life Will Be Proven in Heaven 
1. v. 3 “your life is hidden with Christ”- on earth, in our sinful flesh, the reality of Christ in our life isn’t always clearly seen and we have to take steps of faith.
2. v. 4 “When Christ…is revealed…you also will be revealed with Him”- when we get to heaven we’ll see clearly who we were to be like and will be like Him- perfect physically and in obedience.
Paul then says “Therefore”- because we are to live like we’re in heaven and one day will be in heaven stop living sinful lifestyles- this is our earthly struggle. An old American Indian moralistic story about the struggle of good/evil inside of us using 2 wolves. The Moral: The wolf you feed is the wolf that lives- evil feeds evil, good feeds good. I’m not sure if they got that concept from Paul but that’s basically what Paul is saying in vv. 5-17- there is a battle between the old, spiritually dead self and the new, spiritually alive self. The “self” that survives is the “self” that we feed. Look what God has Paul write. Slide 11-16

Paul says we are to “consider our bodies as dead” to sin and to “put aside all” our sin. In other words, as we commit to live out and make decisions based off what matters to God, at the same time, we STARVE our old self by doing life our way less and less. THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN OVER NIGHT but will happen over time as we commit to do it. Before we get into this, why is not sinning so difficult? Look at Hebrews 12:1. Slide 17-18 Sinclair Ferguson…

II. STARVE THE OLD SELF, Colossians 3:5-11  
A. Why This Is So Difficult (Sinclair Ferguson, Devoted to God: Blueprints for Sanctification)
1. Sin is not ‘it’ (it’s not a thing), but ‘I’, sin is at our core. 2 quotes from Ferguson…
2. Slide 19 “The ‘sin which clings so closely’ would then be deep-dyed indwelling sin, shaped to and by our own lives and contexts, becoming indistinguishable from our personalities- thus clinging ‘so closely’.” p. 194
3. Slide 20-21 “Indwelling corruption has the potential to express itself in any and every form of sin. Yet, as Augustine argued, sin is not an objective, quantifiable ‘something’ which attaches itself to us. Rather it is the distortion of our persons. Sin is not ‘it’ but ‘I’!”
So in a spiritual sense we are literally putting ourselves, our old self, to death. That’s what Paul means by “consider the members of your body as dead” to the list of sins he gives. Not meant to cover all sins, does a good job.

B. “consider…dead”- nekroo; to cause to cease completely, put to death, deprive sin of its power
1. [bookmark: _Hlk109976056][bookmark: _Hlk109976027]Aorist, Active, Imperative - God commands us to make a definite choice of the will to put our old self to death by depriving it, starving it by not doing what we used to do.
2. Slide 22 Paul starts with private sin- the inner sin that others may not see right away.
I don’t think I need to get into detail on these sins, right? We know what Paul is saying.
a. Immorality- evil desires: any/all sexual desires/thoughts/actions outside of the marriage relationship-includes fantasizing, pornography, sex with one who’s not your spouse (man/woman/legally married).
b. Greed- inappropriate desire for more which becomes what we worship, a desire that takes the place of God; certainly a person’s sex life/sexual desires easily become what they worship. 
c. WARNING! “wrath of God will come upon”- Those who continue in them will show they are not “in Christ”, not believers/Christians, and experience God’s wrath like all who have not received the “new self”.  
Paul then moves outside the private to the sin that is expressed in our relationships. Slide 23 He says to…

C. “put aside”- apotithemi; cease doing what one is used to do, stop doing life the old way. 
1. “old self”- palaios; that which has existed for a long time, has the idea of what is worn out, obsolete.
2. Aorist imperative- a command by God to make a conscious choice to not life like you used to.
3. Anger- lying: any/all responses fueled by a self-focused, prideful, and unforgiving heart.  
4. We “put these aside” because at salvation we chose to “put on” the new self- Jesus Christ.  
a. “being renewed”- anakainoo; to make new in the sense of superior; present, passive- a continual process that God is working in/through us.
b. “knowledge”- epignosis; experiential knowledge; not just knowing details about God/experiencing Him.
c. “according to the image…who created Him”- God is making us like Jesus- He didn’t do these things. 
d. “no distinction”- the world, media, politics want to separate people but God unifies, makes us all look like, live like Jesus.
Alright! We’ve committed to live now how we’ll live in heaven. We’re committed to do life our old/spiritually dead way less and less but now we need to how to feed this new, spiritually alive life God’s given us. Here’s how Paul puts it. Slide 24-28 From these verses there are 3 things we need to do to FEED THE NEW SELF- our spiritual life. The 1st is PUT ON LOVE.

III. FEED THE NEW SELF, Colossians 3:12-17  
A. “Beyond all these… put on love” 
1. “put on”- enduo; put any kind of thing on oneself, metaphorical of taking on characteristics, virtues.
2. “love”- agape; sacrificial love; aorist imperative- God commands us to make a conscious decision to love.
a. We know this matters to God/it’s what Jesus would do- we look out for the good of others no matter cost.
b. Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, graciously putting up with each other and gladly forgiving each other naturally flows from sacrificial love.
c. In all of that we will be fully and completely unified in Christ- I’ve seen how easily churches can divide when those in them choose to live the old self rather than the new self.
d. The more we sacrifice for others the weaker our selfish old self becomes.
The 2nd way we FEED THE NEW SELF is to… Slide 29

B. “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts”
1. “peace”- eirene; to bind together what had been separated, divided, we were called to peace as the body of Christ; How can we represent Christ as couples/families/church if there isn’t peace? 
2. “Let…rule”- brabeuo; allow Christ to be in control of our desires/responses. 
a. Present imperative- we continually allow Christ to control our response and respond like Him.
b. The let His peace rule we have to be with Him.
c. The more we respond to tense situations with Christ’s peace the weaker our old self becomes and the stronger our new self becomes.
d. As we grow stronger as individuals/as a church we will naturally give thanks to Jesus for meeting His promises.
The 3rd way we FEED THE NEW SELF and where EVERYTHING ELSE FLOWS FROM… Slide 30

C. “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you”
1. “let…dwell”- enoikeo; allow God’s Word, the Bible, to keep house; take up residence; has the idea of knowing it well like we know our house well; He won’t force us we have to choose/allow.
2. Richly- plousios; exists in large amounts, abundance; God’s Word should permeate every area of our lives- thoughts, attitudes, actions, dreams, relationships, etc.
3. Christ’s word dwells richly through teaching, admonishing, and singing.
a. All wisdom- sophia; applying God’s Word to life’s circumstances
b. Teaching- didasko; to provide instruction, positive truth, in a formal/informal setting
c. Admonition- noutheteo; to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct
d. Singing- ado; sing in praise
1) Psalms- psalmos; songs of praise
2) Hymns- hymnos; song with religious content
3) Spiritual songs- pneumatikos odais; having to do with the divine spirit, caused by or filled with the divine spirit. 
4) With thankfulness- charis; grateful spirit, flowing from the Word of Christ dwelling richly in us. 
Paul ends by summarizing things- Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. To experience the spiritual growth of becoming more like Jesus we have to dedicate ourselves to all 3 of these things in our life- live as if we’re dead, starve the old self, and feed the new self. As the band comes what are some TAKEAWAYS for us? Slide 31

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Remember this is a process of spiritual growth- don’t get discouraged, keep working at it each day.
2. Start with increasing your daily intake of God’s Word/prayer- it is living/active and He’ll use it to grow your desire to starve the old and feed the new.
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