[bookmark: _Hlk107478840]IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE- Jesus in Colossians
The Invisible Seen through Our Lives, Colossians 1:1-12
Sunday, July 3, 2022

WE Slide 1 You’re talking to a friend/co-worker and they ask you, “If no one can see God how do you know He exists?” Don’t answer out loud, but what would you say? Would you go to the Bible for proof? Would you use the logical arguments for the existence of God- ontological, teleological, moral? Or would you say, “Well, just look at my life!” Robert MacSwain, Professor/Author has come up with a “new” argument- the hagiological argument. The idea is that the transformed life of one who is in Christ is an argument for the existence of God. This is actually not new because God had Paul tell us that 2000 years ago.

We’re kicking off a new series- IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE  and in Colossians 1 Paul tells us that if we are “in Christ” our lives will be proof of God’s existence- we will show the IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE. Turn in your Bibles to Colossians 1, pg. 1178, as we kick off our new series. Slide 2 As you turn there let me give you some BACKGROUND on Paul’s letter. 

BACKGROUND, Colossians 1:1-2  
A. Paul Writing from Prison, 61-62 AD (30 years after Jesus’ death/resurrection/ascension)
1. Arrested for preaching the gospel- town’s people didn’t like it and would start riots.
2. He’s waiting to hear if he’ll live or die, has to depend on Timothy/others for food/help him write.

B. Paul Writing to People He’s Never Met
1. Epaphras, who was from Colossae, brought the message of salvation to his home town.
2. Colossae was a small down between 2 larger cities- Laodicea/Hierapolis.
3. Writing to deal with a false teaching coming into the church- early form of Gnosticism.
a. Taught- to fully know God/deeper spiritual knowledge one had to incorporate beliefs/rituals.
b. Jesus was good but there was more that needed to be done to be right with God.
1) Most mainline Christian denominations have “extra” things for people to do.
2) We’re seeing a form of Christian Wokeness, Equity, Critical Race Theory creeping into the church, even churches like ours.

c. Paul is laying out for his readers that Jesus is all we need to know God intimately- He is God.
Paul’s sitting in a cold, dark, stench-filled, cell with only the clothes on his back, blanket, not knowing if he’ll live/die and depending on others for everything. If you were in his position what would you be praying for? Interesting, he’s not asking for his/readers’ struggles to be removed, instead asking God to help them know God better and make Him known to others. That’s a perspective we should take in our prayers. OK, LOOK WHAT PAUL says in vv. 3-8 about how we show the IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE. Slide 3-6 SPIRITUAL TRUTH: God is “seen” when we place our faith in Jesus and love other believers because of our hope of heaven. Slide 7 Let’s break this down- for God to be “seen” one must place... 

I. GOD WILL BE “SEEN” IN OUR CHURCH, Colossians 1:3-8   
A. Faith in Christ Jesus- This is when the relationship with God is initiated.
1. “faith”- pistis; “believe”, to entrust your spiritual well-being to God.
2. God says Jesus died for your sin/took God’s wrath and the eternal consequences for you.
3. When you trust Him and ask for forgiveness God initiates an unseen spiritual transaction- your sin put on Jesus, Jesus’ perfect live put on you.
4. God confirms the transaction by placing God the Holy Spirit into your life.  
a. 1:13-14 we are transferred from spiritual darkness to spiritual light- Jesus’ kingdom.
b. Slide 8 In Ephesians 2:1-9 he says we were spiritually dead but God made us spiritually alive.
c. It’s God the Holy Spirit who is our spiritual life.
How did Paul/others know that transaction took place? Slide 9 Because God the Holy Spirit produced in them God-empowered “love for all the saints”. God is seen in how we “love” others. Paul says this is first produced within our spiritual family- the church family- also spouses/parents/children/siblings.

B. Seen in Our Love for Others
1. “agape”- Christ-like, sacrificial, others-focused meeting of needs.
a. Slide 10 Jesus said this proves we are His disciples, Christ- followers, John 13:34-35   
b. Slide 11 John says that in our loving others God is seen by others, 1 John 4:12  
The key word of this kind of love is SACRIFICIAL. 
2. Slide 12 The key word is “sacrificial”- it’s responding with what a person needs ESPECIALLY when we don’t think they deserve it. 
3. JUST LIKE JESUS DID FOR US ON THE CROSS and every day as we sin against Him.
Paul says this LOVE is motivated by the HOPE LAID UP FOR US IN HEAVEN. Slide 13 How’s that?

C. Motivated by Our Hope of Heaven
1. “hope”- elpis; certain expectation based on a promise from God; always does what He promises.
2. “laid up”- apokeimai; put away for safe keeping, present tense- always kept safe, eternally secure.
3. You/I can give up what we want in this world because God will make up for it in heaven.
Before moving on to what Paul prays for on behalf of the Colossian believers he makes the point that this ALWAYS happens in a person’s life when the gospel message is received. Slide 14
 
D. Love Will Be Shown When the Gospel Is Received
1. “is constantly bearing fruit”- The Holy Spirit is always growing us, giving opportunities for growth.
2. “increasing”- 2 ideas connected to this word
a. In us- grow over time, starts small but the Spirit grows our desire/ability to love.
b. More opportunities to love others as more people put their faith in Jesus.
PAUL CONTINUES- in his prayers for them he doesn’t just thank God for the growth that’s happened, but that the growth would flow out of their church family into the world around them. Look what he has to say. Slide 15-17 Interesting: All the main verbs except for “walk” and “giving thanks” are in the passive voice- something God does in/through us. “Walk worthy” and “giving thanks” are the outcome of God’s work in us. Paul’s ultimate desire is for believers “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord” so let’s break that down first and then see what God does to make us effective at it. Slide 18

II. GOD IS TO BE “SEEN” OUTSIDE OUR CHURCH, Colossians 1:9-12  
A. We Walk in a Manner Worthy of the Lord
1. “worthy”- axios; looks like, represents accurately, a life that looks like Jesus’ life/commands. Why?
2. “please…in all respects”- learn how to please Him in each/every area of our lives; God allows every situation so we’ll learn how to respond His way. How do we please Him in every area of our life?
3. “bearing fruit in every good work”- 2 ideas: God growing us to be more like Him and through us drawing more people to Jesus for salvation; IT ALWAYS GOES BACK TO THE GOSPEL.
4. “increasing in the knowledge of God”- epignosis; intimate, personally experiencing; in contrast to the false claims of a deeper knowledge that the false teachers are offering.
How’s your relationship with God? Evaluate how sacrificial you are toward others starting in your home and how often do you share Christ with others. God’s telling us through Paul that the more we obey, the more we show Him to others the deeper our relationship with God will be. How does that work? First of all, when we spend time with Him, He FILLS us “with the knowledge of His will”. Slide 19

B. God Fills Us “with the knowledge of His will”.
1. “filled”- pleroo; to make full, filled to the brim, flood, totally dominated/controlled.
a. passive tense- something that God does in believers; we place ourselves in the spiritual environment but God does the work.
b. We can know God’s will completely, to know what we’re to do in all situations.

2. “knowledge”- epignosis; intimate, through and through, know something in detail.
a. Not just knowing facts/truths/promises but seeing God work those facts/truths/promises out in your life as you live in obedience to Him.
b. False teachers appealed to the flesh- desire to have a part in our spiritual growth and impact.
c. God provides THE deeper knowledge through Jesus for all people, not a select few.
 
3. “will”- thelema; what one wishes to bring about by the activity of others,  
a. Not only God’s will for salvation but how we “please Him in all respects”: What’s the best decision in ally situation?
b. There are a lot of voices in our heads but we have to recognize/obey God’s voice.
Slide 20 Which is why God provides us with the spiritual wisdom/understanding we need, not man’s wisdom/understanding about life. Again, it is provided by God and only comes through the Bible.

4. “In all spiritual wisdom and understanding”
a. “spiritual”- pneumatikos: caused by the divine spirit
b. “wisdom”- sophia; applying God’s truth to life situations 
c. “understanding”- sunesis; connecting the dots of how God works in our lives.
d. God’s truth is only found in the Bible; can’t know His will if you’re not in His Word
Once we know God’s will and understand how to apply it, we have to take the step of faith “to live worthy of the Lord”. Slide 21 Once again, God steps in to strengthen us to do what He commands.

C. God Strengthens Us
1. “”strengthened with all power”
a. “strengthened”- dunamoo; dynamite; enable, “endowed with all capability”, present tense, passive voice- always allowing God to strengthen us.
b. “all power”- dunamis; intrinsic/inner spiritual power, not just some but ALL/infinite.

2. Slide 22  According to His glorious might- kratos; the power to rule, control, or dominate; WHATEVER GOD’S COMMANDED YOU TO DO HE HAS EMPOWERED YOU TO ACCOMPLISH.
3. Slide 23 For the attaining of all steadfastness and patience
a. “all steadfastness”- upomone; capacity to hang in during difficulty, primarily circumstances
b. “all patience”- makrothumia; state of remaining tranquil while awaiting an outcome typically in response to people.
c. How’s your anxiety? Are you with God in His Word? Are you committed to pleasing Him in every area of your life? Are you looking for opportunities to share Him with others? Are you continually looking to Him for strength and stepping out in faith?
If you would commit to that process God says He’ll strengthen you with His infinite power and you’ll grow in your capacity to hang in there during difficult situations and remain at peace as you watch God work. Paul finishes off by saying you’ll also “joyously give thanks to God” the one who made the invisible spiritual transaction possible in your life. Slide 24

4. Joyously giving thanks to the Father- because He’s the One who enabled the invisible spiritual transaction to be seen in our lives.
a. He qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.
b. He rescued us from the domain of darkness- spiritual blindness and ignorance
c. Transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son- the one whose death paid for our freedom through allowing God to forgive us of our sins.
We’ll talk more about that transaction next week, so invite your unsaved friends to join you. But as the band comes up what are our TAKEAWAYS? Slide 25

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Has that invisible, spiritual transaction truly happened in your life? If not, ask God to make that happen by asking Him to forgive your sins and tell Him you are putting your spiritual well-being into His hands- you’re giving Him your life now and for eternity.

2. Slide 26 How is your relationship with God? Is it growing deeper? It only grows deeper as we commit to being with Him in HIS WORD, to KNOW HIS WILL, so we can LOVE OTHERS as Christ loved us.
NEXT WEEK: We’re going to talk more about Jesus and how He is the IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE. For now let’s stand and close.

PODCAST: Can God be seen today? See what God has to say about it.
Colossians 1:1-12; Ephesians 2:1, 4; John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:12
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