THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE: Jesus in Colossians
Jesus Is Enough...Is He?, Colossians 1:24-2:5
		Sunday, July 17, 2022

WE Slide 1 It’s good to see you all prioritize our time together. God makes it very clear in the Bible that those in Christ meet together throughout the week to worship God which happens through our obedience in connecting together, praising Him in song, serving each other, and getting instruction for life from God's word. So, thank you for being faithful and I know God will be faithful to His promises in your life/our church.

EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR THE SECRET TO LIFE- the deeper knowledge that brings understanding as to our identity- who we are, and our purpose- why we are here, and in that hopefully finding contentment. The Gnostics of Paul’s day like many Christians today didn’t see Jesus/living life His way as being enough, there was more needed so they borrowed ideas/rituals from the culture around them looking for that deeper knowledge. Christians still do that today- borrow from the culture to and mix it in with Jesus to find their identity, purpose, contentment.   

Let me ask you who profess to be Christians- is Jesus alone and the life He calls you to, what gives you your identity, purpose, contentment? IS CHRIST ENOUGH? Or are you adding the things this world says you need to Jesus to find your identity, purpose, contentment? For instance... Slide 2
1. Jesus + making more money brings identity, purpose, contentment.
2. Jesus + a relationship with a certain person brings identity, purpose, contentment.
3. Jesus + a house, or certain vehicle, or a specific job brings identity, purpose, contentment.
4. Jesus + acceptance from others which leads to living a life contrary to Jesus to please those people.
5. Jesus + some escape from the pressures of life- computer games, drugs, alcohol, pornography, hobbies, etc., brings identity, purpose, contentment.
6. Jesus + working for social/political justice brings identity, purpose, contentment. More next week.

I’m not saying all of these are bad, in fact, some are good, but are they what you’re resting your identity, purpose, contentment on? If all that was removed- money, that person, your possessions, your addiction, would Jesus enough? Turn to Colossians 1:24, pg. 1178. Paul’s continuing to explain the incredible work Christ has done and the role he plays in it, then at the end explains why he’s writing/voices his concern for them. Follow along as I read. READ Slide 3-13 

In these verses God gives us a TRUTH FOR LIFE: The deeper knowledge, identity, purpose, contentment, is only found in Christ and living life His way. Paul’s saying there is such a thing as deeper knowledge but it’s only and ALWAYS found in Christ once you place your faith in Him for salvation and live the life He lays out. The Paul’s readers then and now to keep from being deceived and thinking we need to mix in what the world thinks will bring us identity/purpose/contentment we need to remember 3 KEY THINGS, but let me say a word about Paul’s suffering. It’s important because everyone wants you to sacrifice, but only one sacrifice brings life. Slide 14

GOD
I. JESUS IS ENOUGH
A. Suffering
1. “I do my share…in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.”
a. Not saying Jesus’ death was not enough.
b. Not teaching Purgatory- not in the Bible, Paul suffering for gospel.
c. “afflictions”- thlipsis; oppression, difficulties, never used of Jesus on the cross.
d. “filling up…lacking”- antanapleroo; take one’s turn; next man up
Here’s the point... Slide 15

2. You will sacrifice something for your beliefs, whatever you choose.
a. Gnostics believed that if they caused themselves to suffer through ritualistic disciplines they’d experience deeper understanding/gain salvation but their focus was on their supposed holiness, spiritual growth.
b. Today people sacrifice family, reputation, health, etc. for self.
c. Christians sacrifice for other people’s spiritual life and to know Jesus better.
d. J.D. Greear- God brought salvation into this world through suffering and Christians proclaim salvation to this world through suffering.
No doubt we will suffer but will it be for self which always brings destruction or will it be for others to know the suffering Jesus did for them to bring them spiritual life? OK now for the 3 things we need to commit to in our lives if we are to keep from being deceived that the world has the deeper knowledge. Slide 16 The first is “CHRIST IN YOU”. 

B. Christ in You- the Hope of Glory, 1:24-27
1. “mystery”- musterion; secret rite/teaching, context- something God didn’t fully reveal in the OT but has now revealed to His saints
a. Had the idea of secret teaching that man could not have come up with
b. It’s revealed to any/all saints willing to believe in Jesus; not a few super spiritual people.
c. The mystery revealed- salvation is through faith in Christ for both Jew and non-Jew.

2. God willed to make this truth known- God wants you to know Him/His salvation and all that comes with it. IT’S NOT A HIDDEN TRUTH THAT ONLY SPECIAL PEOPLE CAN FIND.
3. We’ve all been sent to a “people” to make known this mystery/salvation- Paul’s was the Gentiles, yours are your “people”.
4. What are the “riches of the glory of this mystery”? CHRIST IN YOU! What’s different about life knowing that the God of the universe/your Creator is in your life? I hope there is!!
a. He mentions one, Jesus is the “hope of glory”- our certainty of going to heaven rests on Jesus, not on us. That’s a huge weight off our shoulders, we don’t have to work/wonder.
b. Just in Colossians: we can know God intimately/experientially, His will, experience His power through us, make a spiritual impact in other people’s lives, freedom from religious works, freedom from sin’s control, strong families/relationships, etc.
c. Notice to know these riches Christ needs to be IN you and then you need to live life trusting that His way is THE way to do life.
2nd thing... Slide 17 Everyone’s looking for wholeness, satisfaction, being completed/you complete me!

C. Completeness Is in Christ, 1:28-29
1. “We Proclaim Him”- We only proclaim Jesus, a person, God, not a list of do’s/don’ts, not things, concepts, rituals, but a real live person who is also God. What more do we need??!! Why search for anything else when God’s in your life? 
2. “admonishing and teaching...with all wisdom” makes us complete in Christ
a. Admonishing is the warning of danger- thinking/responding to life wrong.
b. Teaching is the instruction on how to do life- thinking/responding correctly.
c. “all wisdom”- this only comes from God’s Word- the Bible and THERE’S NOTHING LACKING IN IT!
d. “complete”- teleios; spiritually mature- being mentally, emotionally, spiritually healthy/stable, showing one is truly in Christ.
Our completeness/wholeness is only found in Jesus Christ and living life His way.

3. Paul “labors/strives” to make this happen- works to exhaustion/agony empowered by Christ Himself to make everyone complete in Christ.
a. Literally- the working of Him Who is working in me in power. 
b. John Piper- God does not work instead of our working, but through our working. God does not energize instead of our having energy; he energizes our energy.”
Are you just looking to make it through this life or are you willing to let Christ work His mighty power through your power to change people’s eternity and in the process experiencing your identity, purpose, and contentment? And the 3rd thing... Slide 18

D. It Takes the Church Being United IN CHRIST
1. There is a false teaching creeping into people’s lives/into the church and it will only destroy. 
2. So he struggles/intense determined prayer for these he doesn’t even know- his prayer is that they’ll be encourage, be instilled with courage How? 
a. Being knit together with other Christians in love- sacrificially meeting each other’s needs.
b. How can Christians do this if they don’t think it’s important to be together? Typically, who are the Christians who are struggling in their lives, being tossed back and forth?
3. Paul knows Christians need to be together to “attain to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding”. What in the world is that?!
a. When we live out Christ-like love in the church, we sacrifice, forgive, seek forgiveness, are patient with people, put up with people, then we get a better understanding of how much Christ forgives and puts up with us.
b. It’s results in “a true knowledge of God’s mystery”- Christ Himself- WE WILL KNOW JESUS MORE INTIMATELY/MORE ASSUREDLY when we are together/loving/serving each other.

4. It’s only in Jesus/His Word/His way of living that are “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”.
a. You want to know the deeper knowledge? To find your identity, purpose, contentment?
b. It’s only ever found in a relationship with Jesus where we are spending time with Him in His Word, with His body- the Church, and living out His life in ours. 

As we consider our TAKEAWAYS from this passage I’m going to ask Logan to come up and close with a song. As he gets ready I simply want to ask one question for you to consider and respond to. Slide 19

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Is Christ enough?
· Can you honestly say that if you lost everything, money/job/possessions/BF, GF, fiancé, that Christ would be enough for you?
· Do you believe that only by spending time with God in His Word, with His spiritual family, serving others, sharing God’s gift of salvation with others can you find the identity, purpose and contentment you’re searching for? Or have you bought into the world’s philosophy that Jesus is OK but you need what it offers?

As Logan sings I want to encourage you to take this time to prayerfully consider what God has said this morning. You can stand or sit but take some time to prayerfully consider. We don’t do this much but if you realize you’ve bought into what the world is selling and you’ve moved away from Christ then maybe it would be helpful to come forward, kneel at the stairs and make a public commitment to get back to being with Christ and doing life His way.










PODCAST: Jesus Is Enough…Is He?, Colossians 1:24-2:5

IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE, Week 3	2	7/16/2022
