IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE: Jesus in Colossians
The Invisible Seen through Jesus’ Work, Colossians 1:13-23
Sunday, July 10, 2022

WE Slide 1 We’ve got a lot to cover this morning so let’s get right to it- turn to Colossians 1:13, pg. 1178. There’s so much in these verses this morning where every phrase has massive impact if we grab hold of it and live by it. 

Slide 2 It’s interesting to note that when it comes to Jesus everyone has an opinion as to who He is.
1. Muslims- a prophet sent from Allah who failed to accomplish his mission; sent Muhammad.
2. Mormons/JWs- a man who through obedience became God, which men can do as well.
3. Catholics- say He is God but Mary advises and directs Jesus.
4. Our culture- He was a good teacher of morals, not real just a way of teaching morals, or just apathetic- doesn’t impact their life if a guy named Jesus lived, died, or even rose from the dead. 

Who do you say Jesus is? It’s massively important, Colossians 1:13-14. Slide 3 God says through Jesus we can have our sins against Him forgive, be freed from its power/consequences, and know we have God in our life now and we’ll be with Him when we die- THAT’S HUGE!! But that can only happen if Jesus is God which is what Paul lays out for us this morning. Slide 4 Paul’s telling us we can see that He is God through His WORK in CREATING the Universe, the Church, and Peace with God. Let’s see what Paul says. Slide 5-6 First...

GOD
I. GOD IS SEEN THROUGH JESUS’ WORK
A. Jesus Is God, 1:15
1. He’s the image of the invisible- eikon; likeness/reflection, but it’s more than just looking like.
a. Trinity- God the Father/God the Son/God the Holy Spirit; OT- see GF and HS, Christophanies?/NT- all 3 when God the Son became man/100% God, 100% man.
b. Jesus said if you see Him you’ve seen the Father in John 14:9 Slide 7  
c. The author of Hebrews describes Jesus this way, Hebrews 1:3 Slide 8-9
Jesus shows us in the flesh who God is, what He is like, how He works. As God then He reigns over all creation. Slide 10 Paul uses the word “firstborn” which can be confusing. 

2. He reigns over all creation.
a. “prototokos; either 1st chronologically/1st in authority; context- authority, vv. 16, 17, 19. 
b. The Apostle John also helps clarify this in Slide 11 John 1:1-3.
1) “was”- imperfect tense, meaning the Word/God the Son has no beginning and no end. 
2) Jesus as God then brought all things into existence.
Paul then goes on to say that Jesus, as God, reigns over all creation because He created it/owns it. We’ll continue reading, v. 16. Slide 12-14

B. He Created the Universe, Colossians 1:16-17
1. Jesus created all things.
a. “created”- to bring something into existence, aorist tense- historical complete finished act of creation. 
1) Everything discovered and undiscovered in space and on earth.
2) Every physical and spiritual being.
3) Every physical and spiritual power structure/chain of command.
4) Since He created those in power, He also controls them.

b. Slide 15 “by Him”- literally “in Him”, John Eadie Commentary- “He was not, as a builder, working out the plans of an architect- but the design is His own conception, and the execution is His own unaided enterprise.” 
c. Slide 16 Created through Him and for Him
1) Second “created”- perfect tense, past historical event that has ongoing impact today; creation was a work of Jesus and continues to be a work of Jesus. That says evolution is wrong: probability of all different kinds of cells in one species evolving into entirely different groups of cells is mathematically impossible
2) “through Him/for Him”- didn’t use tools, He personally created it for Himself/ His purposes.
How could Jesus have created all things? Because as God He is “before” all things. Slide 17 Notice Paul doesn’t say “was before” but says “is before”- another proof that Jesus was not a created being.

2. Jesus is before all created things.
a. “He is”- present tense; continually, has always and will always exist; goes back to firstborn
b. “before”- Jesus as God the Son has always existed; therefore existed before creation.
Not only did Jesus as God create all things, but He also continues to keep them existing today. Slide 18

3. Jesus Holds Together All Created Things.
a. sunistemi; to come to be in a condition of coherence, continue, endure; to set or stand together
b. Perfect tense- Jesus created all things at a point in time and continues to hold them together today.   
c. Slide 19 1 Big Ex: Jesus maintains the tilt/speed of the earth- freeze/burn, crushed or float off.
d. Jesus is the one who keeps that and all laws of nature existing as they should.
Paul moves from Jesus being the CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE to Him being the CREATOR OF THE CHURCH. Let’s see what he writes. Slide 20-21 Jesus is the HEAD of the church. I think we get this right? 

C. He Created the Church, Colossians 1:18
1. He is the head of the church.
a. “He is”- present tense; He is and will always be, no single human leader like a pope.
b. “head”- kephale; the part of the body that directs and controls the action of the body.
c. “body”- soma; in context- unified group of people; unified in Jesus
d. “church”- ekklesia; called out ones; those called out from the world into a relationship with God, 1:13-14
He is the head of the church because He is the BEGINNING of it- He makes it possible to be transferred from being controlled by sin to being freed by Him. Slide 22

2. He is the beginning of the church 
a. “beginning”- arche; one with whom a process begins How is He the beginning?
b. “firstborn from the dead”- prototokos; not the first chronologically, greatest human to ever rise. Why?
1) As God His resurrection made our resurrection possible, Slide 23 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23
2) His resurrection showed His power as God, Slide 24-25 John 10:17-18
All this so He would have 1st place in everything. Slide 26 What’s that mean?

3. He has first place in everything.
a. Proteuo- holding the primary place of power/status.
b. Debunks Gnosticism- Jesus is just one of many, He’s the ONLY ONE, He is God.
Paul continues to give reasons why Jesus is the only one needed for spiritual understanding. Let’s see how he ends this group of verses. Slide 27-30 Paul starts out by saying that “all the fullness of God dwelled in Him”.  

D. As GOD/MAN Jesus Created Peace with God, Colossians 1:19-23
1. All of Who God Is Dwells in Jesus
a. “fullness”- pleroma; sum total, abundance with the emphasis on completeness; “be filled” in 1:9
b. “dwell”- katoikeo; had permanent residence
1) Present tense- continually, day in/day out, never losing any amount
2) “The complete embodiment of God dwells permanently in Christ”. Precept Austin notes.
3) Debunks Gnosticism- Jesus is not a spirit appearing as a man, or a man possessed by a divine spirit- He’s fully God; Jesus is not one of many between us/God- He is God.
Then Paul uses the phrase “reconciles all things on earth/heaven to God”. Does he mean everyone gets to go to heaven? Is he teaching universalism? Slide 31 DON’T CHECK OUT ON ME, let me try to clarify this.

2. Jesus reconciles all things on earth and in heaven to God.
a. Not teaching universalism- the Bible doesn’t teach this anywhere.
b. “reconcile”- apokatallasso; reunite, to reestablish proper relations usually means friendly.
c. “peace”- eirenopoieo; to make things right, lack of conflict.
d. “all things...earth/heaven”- seems to go beyond human relationship to all of creation. 
So what could Paul be saying here? 2 Options... Slide 32
1) Option #1- Jesus reconciles all those that can be reconciled through faith in Him.
a) People who place their faith in Jesus Christ.
b) Sins are forgiven, peace through a restored relationship with God 
Problem is He talks about that in vv.21-23. So Option 2 Slide 33

2) Option #2- Using a broader sense of reconcile, make everything right; peace would be the forced ending of conflict. When would this take place?
a) Referring to the end of time- all will bow/confess, Slide 34-35 Philippians 2:10-11
b) Reconciled to Judgment- relationship made right- judged for their sin, peace brought through defeating enemies.
c) Reconciled to Salvation- angels/repentant humans will receive salvation, eternity in heaven.
EVERYONE LOOK UP HERE! The great thing is that whatever Paul meant in vv. 19-20 we are here today and have the opportunity to experience the personal reconciliation with God that Jesus offers us. Slide 36

3. Jesus reconciles sinful people to God.
a. Our need for reconciliation.
1) Alienated- apallotrioo; estranged, excluded, to be a stranger; perfect tense- a continual condition.
2) Hostile- exthros; hating, an enemy, in opposition to; our thinking was self-focused.
3) Engaged in evil deeds- poneros; be morally or socially worthless, wicked, bad; deeds- ergon; wrong thinking produced wrong actions.

b. Slide 37 Jesus died in our place to make us right with God.
1) Jesus, as God/man, was able to be our substitute.
2) He did that to make us holy, blameless, and beyond reproach.
a) Holy- agios; superior moral qualities and possessing divine qualities in contrast to what is human; consecrated/dedicated to God, set apart of His purposes
b) Blameless- amomos; being without fault or defect, not guilty
c) Beyond reproach- anegkletos; free from accusation, can’t be accused of anything
Here’s salvation’s impact in our daily life. Slide 38

c. Reconciliation produces a life lived God’s way.
1) Continue- epimeno; abide in, continue in, persevere; present tense- a continual action
2) Firmly established- themelioo; secure, permanent; perf. t- action completed in past/present impact
3) Steadfast- hedra; settled, as one firmly seated in a chair, settled in mind and purpose.
4) Not moved away- metakineo; to move from one place to another, shifted, not going after other things
5) Hope- elpis; certain expectation

YOU TAKEAWAYS Slide 39
1. Do you believe Jesus is God and that He died for you? Ask God to forgive your sins and tell Him you believe Him that Jesus died for your sins.

2. There’s nothing “deeper” than greater obedience to how Jesus says to live. God is knowable, intimately so, but we can only know Him through experiencing Him through our obedience.
· Time with God in His Word and prayer.
· Connecting/worshiping weekly with His spiritual family.
· Serving your church family.
· Sharing the gospel/your life with those who need Jesus.
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