ROAD TO THE CROSS
Week 3- Greatness, Mark 10:32-45
Sunday, April 3, 2022

WE Slide 1 Have you ever wanted to be great at something or have others think that of you? Maybe it wasn’t being great so much as wanting to be appreciated and honored by others. That desire is actually in all of us and it’s a desire that when focused on others will never be satisfied. Even if someone tells us they appreciate us in a little while we’ll need to hear it again and if we don’t we eventually become frustrated with that person/people.

It’s interesting because that need to be wanted, appreciated, that you matter is built into us and God’s the One who put it there. Adam/Eve were perfect and in perfect relationship with God that desire was met by God- they knew God loved them, cared about them, and wanted them around. When they sinned, when they said we want to be the god of our life and we’ll meet our needs the way we think we should everything got turned upside down and they looked to each other to meet that need. The problem is they could never meet that need, fill that God-sized void for us- only God can fill it. Today on the ROAD TO THE CROSS Jesus gives us what it takes to reconnect with God and experience Him meeting that need of “being wanted/that we matter”. Turn to Mark 10:32, pg. 1008, and let’s see WHAT JESUS SAID and then see WHY IT MATTERS.
Slide 2- Jesus is walking ahead determined to get to Jerusalem, lost in thought as He considers the crucifixion.
Slide 3- disciples- “amazed”; ongoing state of amazement due to His teaching and determination to get to Jerusalem- Jesus is constantly walking ahead of the disciples, moving things forward. 
1. He just said- easier for a camel to fit through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get into heaven.
2. Said those who give up everything for Christ will receive 100x more of what they gave up, they’ll also be persecuted, but will enter heaven.
3. It left the crowd afraid trying to figure out how a rich person, whom they assumed was rich because God favored them, couldn’t get into heaven and if so where did it leave them- What hope did they have since they were not rich? They may also know that the Pharisees in Jerusalem wanted Jesus dead. Slide 4
Slide 14- “ransom”- Lutrov; ransom paid for slaves/prisoner of war/free someone of an obligation. Jesus took our eternal death sentence in hell on His shoulders on the cross then rose from the dead to defeat our sin and give us spiritual life. 

It’s times like this that the disciples should make us feel really good about ourselves and our tendency to not always follow Jesus like we should. Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem to die a horrible death for everyone, including the disciples, but James/John are thinking about how Jesus could honor them and let others see how much He honors/appreciates them by having them sit in positions of honor/authority when they get to heaven. So what is Jesus saying in response to James/John and why does it matter? Slide 15 Jesus is saying “Greatness/prominence/honor from God is achieved through serving. Remember… Slide 16

GOD
I. WHAT JESUS SAID- Greatness Is Achieved through Being a Servant of Others.
A. Jesus Is Talking to His Disciples
1. Those who had earlier confessed their belief that He is God and the Deliverer from their sin- that’s what gets someone into heaven. We talked about that 2 weeks ago.
2. He’s not saying ANYONE who serves others will be considered great by God.
3. He’s saying ONLY followers of Jesus, people who have placed their faith in Jesus for their salvation, who serve sacrificially will be considered great/honored/appreciated by God.
What does Jesus mean by “great”? Slide 17

B. “Greatness” Defined
1. “megas”- mega, being superior in importance.
2. Jesus isn’t condemning the DESIRE to be great/important.
3. He IS condemning the MOTIVATION behind that desire.
4. He is also clarifying the difference between man’s definition of greatness and God’s definition.
He had to do this because once again His disciples, the guys He would use to start the church, were thinking like their old selves, like how non-followers of Jesus think and they needed to be corrected. James/John were showing that they were motivated by self- they were self-serving. Slide 18

C. James/John Were Motivated by Self- they were “self-serving”.
1. Despite what Jesus has said 3x now that He was going to be killed, James/John were still not getting it and were angling for positions of power/authority in Jesus’ kingdom.
a. They weren’t focused on serving Jesus/others, but on getting something out of following Jesus.
b. They looked at all they had sacrificed and figured they deserved this honor and others should see them honored. Slide 19

2. This isn’t unusual, the last 2 times Jesus talked about His death the disciples acted selfishly. 
a. Mark 8:31 After Jesus told them He would die Peter told Jesus “No, You’re not going to die on the cross!” Jesus rebuked Peter and said you’re thinking like Satan; trying to keep Me from My mission.
b. Mark 9:31 After Jesus told them He would die the disciples started debating who would be the greatest in Jesus’ kingdom.
Give credit to James/John they believe Jesus wins in the end and they will be with Him in heaven but look at how their self-serving motivation impacted their actions. Slide 20

3. Their self-serving attitude impacted their actions.
a. Conniving- walked more quickly than the other 10 to catch up to Jesus/talk alone with Him.
b. Demanding- Slide 21 do for us whatever we ask of you; “grant”- aorist imperative; a command, “make this decision for us”. These guys were commanding God to do something for them! 
c. Slide 22 Pretentious- wanted others to see their importance/honor.
d. Slide 23 Arrogant- they apparently thought whatever they were doing to serve Jesus was worth more honor than the other 10.
e. Slide 24 Boastful- they said they could handle Jesus’ suffering/crucifixion.
1) “cup/baptism”- cup = suffering, baptism = crucifixion/death.
2) Jesus says they’d definitely experience His “cup/baptism” and they did- all disciples were persecuted and all but John were killed for their faith; John was exiled to an island to die.

f. Slide 25 Divisive- their desire to be first among the disciples caused the other disciples’ self-serving attitudes to bubble to the top.
As the argument begins among the disciples, Jesus pulls the disciples together and says this “self-serving” path to greatness is how man seeks greatness but when they get it they end up oppressing and controlling people- honor can never be satisfied through others so we want more and more of it. Look at many of the politicians, people show their honor by voting for them and then they turn around and make laws that benefit them and hurt us. That is not how God defines greatness, not the kind of leader God wants, nor is it the kind of Christian God honors. True followers of Jesus aren’t motivated by self/trying to impress, oppress, or control other people, they are motivated by Jesus Christ. Slide 26

D. Christians Are Motivated by Jesus Christ- like Jesus they are “others-serving”.
1. God’s definition of greatness is based on a Christian’s willingness to sacrificially serve other people.
2. Slide 27 God’s example of greatness is God the Son- Jesus Christ.
a. Jesus is 100% God/100% man who came to serve you/me, but He’s not our servant- He doesn’t do whatever it is we ask of Him as James/John thought.
b. Slide 28 He came to serve us by paying the ransom for our spiritual freedom from sin.
1) “ransom”- lutrov; the price of release
2) The price was His death for our life so we wouldn’t have to experience the spiritual death connected to sin.

c. Slide 29 We die to our way of living life and live it God’s way.
1) Jesus sacrificed His life for us so now we sacrifice our life for Him by sacrificing it for others.
2) Not that we literally die, but we die to how we think we should respond to people, circumstances and respond the way God says to respond- dead to self, alive to God.
So then the BIG question WHY DOES IT MATTER TODAY? Slide 30 First it matters to you who have not yet made the choice to accept Jesus’ death in your place. 

II. WHY IT MATTERS
A. Non- Christians: Jesus died and paid the ransom to free you from sin- its earthly power over you and its eternal consequence- hell.
1. He did it so that God could forgive you of your sin because Jesus took your eternal death sentence on Himself.
2. Once forgiven God places God the Holy Spirit into your life giving you spiritual life and adoption into His family for now through eternity.
3. He’s gives you the knowledge you need through the Bible and the power you need through the Holy Spirit to do life His way, to have Him provide/protect you as you do life His way. 
a. He’s not your genie to provide for you to do life your way or obey you when you tell Him to fix the messes in your life.
b. He’s your good/loving Father who gives you what you need to do life His way- AND IN DOING LIFE HIS WAY we’ll see Him fix the messes in our life, give purpose for the messes.
And then when we die He takes us to heaven to be with Him. Now why does this matter for Christians? Slide 31

B. Christian- God considers those who serve, sacrifice, give up their life/dreams/aspirations for the sake of Jesus and others to be great. Do you want to be great? Live life like Jesus- give and serve to draw others to Him for salvation.
So what are our TAKEAWAYS? Slide 32

YOU TAKEAWAYS
1. Non-Christians- make the decision to accept God’s offer of forgiveness, restored relationship, power for this life, and eternity in heaven with Him.
A- ADMIT you’re a sinner and need Him to forgive and save you.
B- BELIEVE, entrust your spiritual well-being to Him by putting your full weight of trust on Him when He says Jesus did all that could be done to earn God’s forgiveness; He paid your ransom.
C- CONFESS, tell God this. We call it prayer but it’s just you talking to God about what you need Him to do in your life.
As the band comes up to close us out. Slide 33

2. Christian- serve others sacrificially and draw them to Jesus for salvation.




PODCAST: Jesus says you can be great, find out how from Mark 10:32-45.
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