ESTHER- Fractured People, Flawless God
The Tables Are Turned, Esther 5-7
Sunday, January 23, 2022

WE Slide 1 Have you ever had to have a hard conversation with someone or ask someone for something but you just know it’s not going to go well? How did you prepare for that conversation?

TURN TO ESTHER 5, pg. 513, and let’s see how this young Jewish woman who becomes the Queen of Persia deals with a situation just like that. This woman is literally risking her life by interrupting the king’s day without being invited into the throne room. Slide 2 As you turn there let me remind you that we are seeing how the TRUTH FOR LIFE that God works through our earthly decisions to accomplish His eternal plans is being played out in the life of Esther and her cousin Mordecai. We’ve seen that God in His infinite power, knowledge, and wisdom is able to maneuver despite the decisions of those involved in these events to make sure His eternal plans work out as He desires. The same is true in our lives. 

GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN for Israel was to ensure its existence so that through Israel the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, could accomplish His mission of dying on the cross for our sins and take our eternal judgment for us. THE ETERNAL PLAN for we who are Christians is for us to become more like Jesus, grow in spiritual maturity, and then through us draw people to Jesus for salvation. The cool thing is that we’ve seen that happen numerous times within our church family which is awesome.  

CHESS GAME: Like a cosmic chess game, between Satan who constantly tries to stop God’s eternal plans and God who obviously can’t lose, the pieces on the board of “earth” are being moved and countered. God makes one final move using His QUEEN Esther and ROOK Mordecai to end this match. 

BEFORE WE GET INTO THIS I want to point something out that we tend to miss as we read. The plan Esther initiates and more importantly the COURAGE to do so FLOWS from her fasting- 3 full days of TOTAL SURRENDER TO GOD as did Mordecai/Jews in Susa. Slide 3 They didn’t freak out like the people of Susa did in Esther 3:15 when they heard about the edict to kill the Jews. These people responded by DEDICATING themselves to worshiping God, seeking His protection, and for how Esther should respond to this incredibly difficult/dangerous situation.
1. Fasting is an outward demonstration of a person TOTALLY SUBMITTING to God by giving up the basic needs of life, food/drink, to spend time with God in His Word, find out how He wants them to respond to a difficult situation or decision or just to spend focused time with Him- we want to be with those we love, right?
2. It’s worshiping God 1st for who He is, what He’s promised to do in our lives, investigating the truths that relate to our situation and then committing to apply them to our situation. In the midst of your challenges, unclear situations how much time do you spend with God in His Word searching for how He says you should respond? Slide 4 If you’re not sure how- register for GROW Class, Feb 19.

Even though Esther fasted for 3 days, no doubt as she approaches the entrance to the throne room her heart’s racing, mouth’s dry. I bet she stops, takes a deep breath, probably says a prayer- “OH Lord, help me!”, like Nehemiah before approaching Ahasuerus’ son Artaxerxes, several years later. THE LIVES OF AN ENTIRE NATION ARE RESTING ON HER SHOULDERS! Will he invite her in, ignore her, or worse will he have her killed for showing up without him inviting her? Will God work through the plan she’s come up with? She won’t know until she takes her STEP OF FAITH and stands in the entrance of the throne room and see what the king does. Esther 5:2 tells us that she finds favor with the king and… Slide 5

GOD
I. SCENE 5 ESTHER INITIATES HER PLAN, Esther 5:1- 8 
A. The King Invites Esther into the Throne Room.
1. He sees she is TROUBLED- the blood has probably drained from her face from relief.
2. He tells her to ASK ANYTHING “up to half of his kingdom”- figure of speech expressing his willingness to be generous to her- she’s got a “blank check”.
Weird, instead of immediately pleading for her people she invites him/Haman to a banquet. Slide 6

B. Esther Invites the King and Haman to a Banquet
The king gladly accepts her invitation and tells his servants to go quickly and get Haman.
1. After they’d been eating/drinking for a while the king asks again what her request is. Slide 7
2. She invites them back for ANOTHER banquet the next day. What? What’s with these banquets?!
a. Why not ask for the king to spare her people? Was this part of her plan? Did she choke? 
b. We’ve all been there- want to say something, share Christ with someone and then…choke!
c. Was God having her wait so He could work His plan to have Mordecai honored?
Whatever her reason God didn’t miss a beat. God continued to work in/through/despite these people and their decisions. Look what happens next. READ THE STORY Slide 8-12 Haman heads out feeling really good about himself. He doesn’t know what God says in PROVERBS 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.” Haman’s like “This is awesome…”

II. SCENE 6 HAMAN’S PRIDE, Esther 5:9-14 
A. v. 9 Haman Leaves Feeling Really Good about Himself until He Sees Mordecai.
1. “The king/queen love me! The really love me! No one else is invited to eat with them!”
2. Then he walks past Mordecai who doesn’t stand or tremble in his presence!!
3. Haman goes from feeling really good about himself to enraged at the lack of respect by Mordecai.
4. One commentator said, “Like a bubble, the more an ego swells the more fragile it becomes.”

B. v. 10 Haman Restrains Himself and Continues Home
1. He calls for his friends and wife, Zeresh to vent/rant. You can just hear him! “Who does this guy think he is?! Doesn’t he get who I am?! I’m second to the king! I’m the one eating alone with the king/queen, not Mordecai!!”
2. Haman “can’t get no satisfaction”- has everything the world could give him, but he can’t enjoy it because ONE PERSON IN HIS LIFE, Mordecai, doesn’t respect him. 
That’s giving one person a lot of power in your life, Haman!
a. How often do we allow another person’s opinion of us devastate us? 
b. Why give people that kind of power in our lives?
c. As Christians we have been forgiven and accepted by God through faith in Jesus. Who cares what others think of us? Please God not man!
Zeresh/friends tell him to ask the king if he can impale Mordecai on the gallows.

C. v. 14 Haman Decides to Kill Mordecai
1. Build gallows 50 cubits high- 75’ high; either a very long spiked stake or it was on top of something.
2. How they impaled a person would determine how much suffering they would experience.  
3. They’d impale a person horizontally, vertically, or at different places on the body.
Haman liked the idea and orders the gallows to be built. Everything is going great for Haman- EVIL IS WINNING- and no one can stop it! The scene fades out from Haman’s house and we’re brought into the king’s bedroom. READ vv. 1-9 Slide 13-21 A TWIST OF PROVIDENCE…

III. SCENE 7 A TWIST OF PROVIDENCE, Esther 6:1-14 
A. The King Can’t Sleep- has the king’s history read, happens to be about Mordecai saving the king’s life.   
B. The King Wants to Honor Mordecai. Weird that the king didn’t honor him 5 years ago. Now? When Haman’s plan to kill Mordecai/Jews is about to happen? Could it be God’s providence? 
1. The king asks, “Hey who can advise me on what I should do?” Enter Haman!! Slide 22
2. The king asks Haman and thinking he’s the guy to be honored lays it on THICK- robe, royal horse, parade through the city saying, “The king loves this guy!”
3. The king says, “Great!! Make sure you, my most noble prince, do this for Mordecai!!”
4. So, obviously ticked, Haman gets Mordecai ready and leads him through the city. 
Can you imagine how that went? Haman, who is completely humiliated, showing he’s not the strong, confident type, runs home crying to his wife and friends. Slide 23 TELL THE STORY

C. Haman Runs Home Crying.
1. He’s mourning with “his head covered”; Mordecai just goes back to his job.
2. Haman turns to his wife for comfort but the only thing she can say is “If Mordecai is really Jewish then you’re done! You will fall before him. He’s going to bring about your death.” 
Wow! How’s that for a supportive wife?! She must have known something about dealing with God-honoring Jewish people and her prediction is a foreshadow to the events of Esther 7. Just as this “encouraging thought” is sinking in there’s a knock on the door and it’s time to go to the banquet. Yes!! The BANQUET! The wonderful banquet where it’s just the queen, the king, and Haman. Let’s see how this banquet goes for Haman. READ 7:1-10 Slide 24-33

IV. SCENE 8 HAMAN’S PLAN EXPOSED, Esther 7:1-10
A. Once Again, the King Asks Esther What She Wants.
B. Esther, Knowing the King Loves Her, Asks Him to Spare Her Life First and Then Her People.
1. She doesn’t say she’s a Jew, just that her and her people were set to be killed by royal decree. 
2. Did the king even know what the decree said? Is he that disconnected from real life?

C. The King Wants to Know, “Who Is This Person and Where Are They?” Slide 34
D. Esther Points at Haman- “He’s your enemy! He’s the one!”
1. The king is so ticked he walks out of the room to get some air leaving Esther alone with Haman.
2. Haman grabs Esther, who is still sitting on the couch, and desperately begs for his life.
3. The king returns, sees Haman grabbing Esther, and immediately has Haman removed and impaled on the gallows Haman had built for Mordecai. Interesting proverb… Slide 35 Proverb 11:8 The righteous is delivered from trouble, But the wicked takes his place.
Haman, the enemy of the Jews, is dead but the law to annihilate the Jews is still in place and it can’t be revoked. What will Mordecai and Esther do to save their people? You’ll have to continue reading and come back next week as we find out how all this plays out. For today, what can we TAKEAWAY from these events? Slide 36 In facing your challenges/frustrations/scary situations/difficult relationships your PLAN and more importantly your COURAGE comes when you…

YOU TAKEAWAYS NO ENDING SONG

1. FORM A GOD-DIRECTED PLAN- Spend time with God in His Word and develop a plan of response to your situation. It must flow from your time with God. Register for the GROW Class, Feb. 19 and learn some practical ways of reading and studying the Bible.

2. INITIATE THAT PLAN DESPITE YOUR FEAR- it’s going to be scary; it just is! Know it, plan for it, take a lesson from Nehemiah and say a quick “Help me Lord!” and take the STEP OF FAITH.

3. DON’T TRUST YOUR PERSPECTIVE- The king hadn’t seen Esther in 33 days so she could think he’d be upset when she showed up, but God had been working in the king’s heart to respond favorably to Esther, to honor Mordecai, and allow Haman to be caught and killed.  

CLOSING: When we spend time with God our FAITH will overcome our FEELINGS as we take our STEP OF FAITH to obey Him.  
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