REDACTED: Truth You Can’t Say Anymore
“There Is Absolute Truth”, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Sunday, September 5, 2021

INTRO: TRUE/FALSE: Truth is truth no matter what you may think or feel about it. TRUE! 
· 2+2=4 is true whether you want it to be 5 or not. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Continually hurting someone verbally will ruin that relationship no matter how much you say you’re joking.
· Killing an innocent person is wrong no matter how you may feel about it.

TRUTH ISN’T ALWAYS EASY to hear but it needs to be heard and lived out if we’re to have stability, peace in life/society. Eventually “you have your truth and I have mine” can’t exist together- EX: masks. The opinion that wins out as “truth” is the one that can force the other person/people to live by their opinion. This happens in relationships, workplaces, and nations but it never brings stability and peace.

TODAY’S TRUTH WE CAN’T SAY: There Is Absolute Truth and it’s only found in the Bible. God created this world and put the rules for living in place. His Word, the Bible, is what we should look to for what is TRUE about life. This issue of TRUTH was first tested by Adam/Eve when Satan lied about who God was and why He put His command in place. Adam/Eve chose to believe Satan’s lie over God’s TRUTH and disobeyed God. They listened to someone other than God, considered what God said based on what they decided was TRUE and ended up experiencing another of God’s TRUTH- that their sin would cause them to die spiritually, eventually die physically and spend eternity in hell for breaking God’s law. As our representative before God Adam’s sin permeated all humans, it is part of our spiritual DNA, so we are all born estranged from God and facing an eternity in hell for our sin.

BUT IF we’re Christians that means we believe God’s TRUTH that Jesus died for our sins and we are now His children/servants who live for His purposes- to bring glory to God through obedient lives that draw people to Christ for salvation. When it comes to any of these TRUTHS we can’t say anymore- social issues/sexual lifestyles/political positions- our goal is not to turn people into more moral sinners by changing their behaviors. The goal is to introduce them to Jesus Christ so they will receive His forgiveness, spiritual life and become a child of God. Then as they get to know him better through studying God’s Word He will renew their minds and transform their lives in His time and as He sees fit. So if you want to share God’s TRUTH with people, whether the Gospel or how God has designed life to be lived how do you do it effectively? This has been our focus- how to respond to people dealing with these issues.

TURN IN YOUR BIBLES TO 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12, pg. 1181. BACKGROUND: Paul only spent a month in Thessalonica before being run out of town. He’s writing to defend himself/team/their motives against those who came after him to discredit their teaching by saying they were scamming them with lies for personal gain. In 2:1-12 Paul is reminding them of what really happened when they brought God’s TRUTH to the people of Thessalonica- both the GOSPEL and how to live life as a CHRISTIAN. In his defense we find the answer to our question. Follow along as I read and let’s see how we can effectively share God’s TRUTH to those in our lives. So how do we effectively share God’s truth? The 1st is not in the passage but it’s the foundation of Paul’s life/ministry and in TRUTH-telling.

GOD
I. SHARING GOD’S TRUTH WITH OTHERS.
A. Pray
1. 10/13 letters Paul prays for Christians to grow spiritually and be effective in sharing the Gospel, asks for prayer to be effective in sharing the Gospel or teaches on prayer. 
2. John 16- it’s the HS’s responsibility to convict, teach and lead people into God’s TRUTH; we may be the conduit but only He can change a person’s heart.  
3. We need to be praying before, during and after our interaction with people.
B. Be Courageous, vv. 1-2  
1. Paul/team faced incredible opposition to the Gospel/call to live life God’s way- ran out of towns, beaten, false accusations, lies, arrests, etc. 
2. Nothing stopped them! Why? They had “boldness in our God”- parrhesiazomai; confident in spirit; God gave them confidence/courage to face whatever the opposition.
a. There will always be opposition to the gospel and to how God wants Christians to live.
b. I hear people say/I’ve said, “I wish I had the boldness of Paul.” You can! Commit to pray for people, step out in faith to share God’s TRUTH/live God’s way and you’ll see God work which will give you COURAGE to keep doing it. You who’ve done this know what Paul’s talking about!
c. The greater the opposition the greater we’ll experience God’s courage.
d. Just as persecuted Christians through history/today in our world experienced the courage to be faithful so too will God give us courage- we just need to take the step first.

3. Here’s a crazy side note- Paul didn’t even know these people but because he experienced the LOVE of God he had the COURAGE of God to share with them the TRUTH of God; God’s asking us to do the same with those we DO know and love.

C. Be Committed, vv. 3-6  
1. Be COMMITTED to the TRUTH. 
a. “exhortation”- Paul’s message wasn’t a made up story to deceive people, get people to follow him or make money off of people.
b. It wasn’t a watered down/twisted version of the Gospel so people didn’t feel so badly- EX: some don’t want to talk about sin- for there to be GOOD news there has to be BAD news.
c. “approved by God”- God knew they’d stay faithful to the message in the face of opposition.
d. He “entrusted” the gospel to them/us- protect and hand off in the same condition we received it.

2. Be COMMITTED to God’s GLORY.
a. God “examines” our hearts- God knows our motivation; whether we’re pleasing Him or others.
1) THIS IS HARD- we want people to like us, to want us around, we don’t want to be rejected so we’re tempted to not do life fully committed to God.
2) Let me remind us what Jesus said in Luke 14:25-26    
a) “hate”- Jewish figure of speech; love someone else so much it feels like you hate others.
b) So committed to Jesus/doing life His way that others in your life don’t understand- “What don’t you care about what I think/feel about your new life?”
c) Sometimes our desire to do life God’s way will convict people and they will reject us.  

b. Paul didn’t care about his reputation/trying to build his own ministry/increasing his bank account.
1) 1st century entertainment- traveling speakers/orators promoted themselves/their teaching/charged people to come hear them- not “The Apostle Paul Ministries”.
2) Paul promoted God, His gospel and though as an apostle he could have requested support from the church he didn’t put that pressure on them. 

D. Be Gentle, vv. 7   
1. Old Saying- “People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”
2. People are hurting today, they need people who will be gentle, compassionate, patient.
3. We tend to be impatient with people’s understanding and spiritual growth once saved, but we forget people were patient with us and God forgave our sin; let God work in people in His time.
4. We need to meet people where they are, sit with them, hear/understand their story and through our response show them God’s truth before we speak God’s truth.

E. Be Genuine, v. 8  
1. BIG POINT: Nothing you’ve done in your life is a waste/can’t be used by God if you give it over to Him to draw people to Christ and help Christians live life God’s way.
2. God hasn’t given up on you and neither will we as your church family.
3. Team Paul not only shared the gospel, THEY SHARED THEIR LIVES with people.
4. Tell your story/how God has worked in you- it will connect with others who are going through the same thing, that’s what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.

F. Be Inspiring, vv. 9-12  
1. Their SACRIFICE inspired others.  
a. “labor”- kopos; toil that drain’s one’s energy; it is tiring walking with people; Paul didn’t just do ministry all day, he made tents to make money to live and then did ministry on top of it like us.
b. “hardship”- mochthos; sadness, painful; emotionally difficult, hurt feelings, being rejected, people not responding how we want or accusing us of things that aren’t true.
c. It might be physically tiring/emotionally draining but it’s the best way to live life!

2. Their PERSONAL LIVES were inspiring- in the face of persecution they remained devout/godly, upright/lived life God’s way and blameless/no one who knew them could accuse them of sin.
3. Their TEACHING was inspiring. Like Paul/team as we work with Christians we’ll have to…
a. EXHORT- parakaleo; to call near, invite; to encourage by coming alongside of people, not easy/it’s tiring/draining but encouraging to the one who experiences it.
b. ENCOURAGE- paramutheomai; come alongside to console, comfort as they face the challenges/rejections of following Christ.
c. IMPLORE- marturomai; to be called as a witness; like a coach challenging his team; “Hey! You said you’re a follower of Christ- show it! Live worthy of the God who called you!”  
1) Worthy of God- another way of saying “glorifying” God, representing Him to others.
2) The God who calls you- God called you into relationship with Him, you accepted, He saved you so your life is no longer about your dreams/desires or God fulfilling your dreams/desires, but about God empowering us to fulfill His will/purposes.

TAKEAWAYS
1. Are you committed to living out God’s truth in your life?
2. Are you praying for those in your life who need Jesus?
3. Are you willing make the sacrifice to share God’s truth with them?

People must SEE the love of God before they’ll RECEIVE the love of God.

PODCAST- How can we effectively tell the truth? It’s not easy but it is possible. Check out this message. 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12, Luke 14:25-26, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
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